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JsraeHa^ SovA Lebanon 

MARIAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — hracfi *rtffl«y in South Lebanon 
sheBed-tcrritot y outride-die Jewish state Yself-dedared "security zone” 
baJVcdnesday, tenuity sauces said. They, said lsndi artillery gunners 
sbeUed the Jbaa area, three kikinieties northwest of Ac zone, where 
of The pio-Irmriau ffizboflah (Party of God) group are active. 
• was no report of casualties In the s&efling which came hours after 
Katyusha sockets dam me d into the border epdave village of Kawkaba. 
No grasp dauned responribOity for the rocket attack but Hizboflah-kd 
ganqs have increased attacks on Israeli troops and allied Lebanese 
■affitias- to show opposition to Anb&neB peace talks and following 
brad’s t iffing of jrazbofiah leader Sheikh Abbas Musawi in February. 
Some 1 ,000 Isradl troops and the 3,Q0&man South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia . control the -15-km deep zone. 
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Population growing faster than ever 

LONDON (R) — Hie world’s population is growing faster than ever 
before and consuming resources at an unprecedented rote, the United 
Nations Population Fund warned Wednesday in its annual report. 
“Together these two crises... heighten the possibility of future economic 
and ecological catastrophe, the nightmare of the 1990s," Dr. Nafis Sadik. 
the fund’s executive director, toW a London new conference launching the 
Stale of World Papulation 1992. The report, entitled a World in Balance, 
publishes revised long-range population ■projections from the U.N. 
population division wffidi show an upward trend. The figures had not 
been revised since 1982. According to the projections, world population in 
mid-1992 anil be 5.48 billion and will reach six billion by 1998, two years 
earlier than previously forecast. Annual additions to world population in 
the next decade will average 97 million, the highest in history, with nearly 
all the growth in Africa, Asia and Latin America, it said. In the longer 
term, the medhnn or most likely projection forecasts 8.5 billion people by 
2025, a near doubling of world population to 10 billion in 2050, and 
continued growth to 11.6 billion in 2150. 
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Labour Day 

RThe Jordan Times will not be 
published on Saturday, May 2, 
because of the Labour . Day 
holiday on Friday. The next 
issue of the newspaper will 
appear on Sunday, May 3. The 
Jordan Times wishes its read- 
ers and advertisers a happy" 
holiday. 

Crown Prince urges 
dialogue on projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — EGs Royal 

4 Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has called for initiating a compre- 
hensive national dialogue on 
spreading economic projects over 
varions parts of Jordan. In a visit 
of A1 Rashacfiyeh cement factory 
and AJ Hasa mines in AI Taffteh 
gpvemorate on Tuesday, Prince 
Hassan stressed the importance 
of coo p eration and coordination 
between companies in the south- 
ern parts of the Kingdom and 
called for launching new indus- 
tries that would contribute to 
devetoping south Jordan and cre- 
ate new jobs. The Crown Prance 
said it was necessary to draw up a 
joint policy in the field of manu- 
facturing spare parts and provid- 
ing the requirements for spare 
part plants to gam fmanriai di- 
vidends. He affirmed the import- 
ance of increasing the capacity 

«. and the output of such plants to 

' be able to face challenges facing 
Jordan and to achieve coopera- 
tion between firms all over Jor- 
dan. Prince Hassan opened at Al 
Hasa phosphate mines a new 
school bnflt at a total cost of more 
than JD 300,000. 

EC sets Jordan' 
development grant . 

ANMAN(R) — TheEoropean 
Community (EC) said on 
Wednesday it has pledged a SS 
millio n grant to help Jordan 
generate new income and em- 
ployment programmes. It said the 
money, part of the EC’s third 
financial protocol with the King- 
dom. would be used by-existing 
non-governmental organisations 
i . to offer grants, interest-free and 

5 commercial loans for projects and 
employing Jordanians. 


Israeli soldier 
shoots himself 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
undercover soldier who served in 
the occupied territories fatally 
shot himself while playing a form 
of Russian roulette, newspapers 
reported Wednesday. The army 
confi rm ed the accidental death 
but did not reveal the circumst- 
ances. It also verified another 
report of a colonel playing with a 
gun that accidentally fixed and 
na r rowl y missed two coDeagnes 
(foxing a staff meeting. The army 
identified the dead soldier as 
Ehod Berman and said two sol- 
diers with him were suspended. 
The Maarrv and H&aretz dailies 
ffesaid the other soldiers were 
" Warned for failing to stop Berman 
from playing with his pfetoL Ber- 
man, 21, was killed Monday as he 
held the pistol to his head and 
pulled the trigger while trying to 
remove the magazine fast enough 
to stop a bullet from firing, 
Haaretzsaid. 

India to open 
embassy in Israel 

NEW DELHI ( AP) — The Indi- 
an embassy in Israel win open tn 
Td Aviv next month, more than 
three months after the two coun- 
tries established ctipfomatic rela- 
tions, news reports said Wednes- 
day. Press Trust of India (PIT) 
said V. Gupta, a semor official in 
the United Nations efiviskm of the 
Foreign Ministry, has been 
appointed the charge d’affaires. 
The name of the ambassador 
designate will be announced la- 
ter, FIT said goofing a minisfiy 
spokesman. 

Lebanese pound 
sags to new low 

BEIRUT (R) — Tire Lebanese 
pound sagged to another record 
low against the dollar cm Wedne&r 
dsy L losing 2^. per cent of its 
value on Benin's foreign ex- 
change market The central bank 
said fee pound dosed- at l,600no 
4 *e dollar compared with Tues- 
day’s dose of 1^560; Bankers said 
demand for dollars exceeded 
sappty , because of the co ntinued 
lack of confidence in tfaegovern- 
.ment of Prime Minister. Omar 


Israel seeks sixth round of 
bilaterals in Rome before polls 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI, PALESTINIAN and 
Jordanian delegations met jointly 
Wednesday to decide when to 
bold another round of peace talks 
as negotiations picked up speed. 

“We think the talks have 
reached a stage where we can 
remove the gaps between the 
sides,” Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli spokesman, said Tuesday 
in an optimistic account of the 
way Palestinians had received 
IsraeTs proposal for mamctpal 
elections on the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Israel requested the joint ses- 
sion to ask the Arabs to agree to 
meet in Rome, before Israel’s 
June 23 elections: Syria’s chief 
negotiator, MnwafEak Al Allaf , 
told reporters the current round 
should be extended instead. It is 
due to end Thursday, at Israel’s 
request. 

"Why (did) we come here to sit 
for three or four days and then 
rash , again to Rome after two 
weeks? Why (do) we not stay 
here one more week, or two?” 
said chief Syriana negotiator 
MnwafEak Al Allaf. 

“It is not really an indication of 
seriousness to come after two 
months to a round and say we are 
staying for only four days,” be 


He said Syria had tired of the 
long theoretical debate it had 


in with Israel about 
United Nations Resolu- 
tion 242 obliged the Jewish state 
to wit h dra w from the occupied 
Golan Heights. 

“It is enough talking on how do 
we understand this, bow do we 
understand that, what is our in- 
tention, what is their intentions,” 
Mr. ADaf said. 

“We shall start to propose to 
them practical steps to implement 
the instruments that are the basis 
of this peace process,” be said. 

On another discordant note, 
Lebanese spokesman Soubeil 
Chammas complained that Israel 
has distorting Lebanon’s inter- 
pretation of a 1978 U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling on 
Israel to with d raw its troops from 
his country. 

Mr. GhawwrwK accused Israel of 
making veiled threats to resume 
militaxy operations against guer- 
rillas in Lebanon. 

“Yesterday there was an in- 
dication to that effect, namely 
that they will continue to reserve 
tiie freedom to initiate lethal ac- 
tions against Lebanon,” he said. 

On the whole some of the 
bitterness was absent that marked 
previous rounds." Israeli nego- 
tiators distributed chocolates to 
the Pales tinians and Jordanians, 
and when the chief Palestinian 
delegate, Haidar Abdul Shafi, 
turned aside a reporter’s question 
during a picture-taking session. 


chief Israeli negotiator Elyakim 
Rubinstein agreed that he should 
not feply. 

On tins third day of the fifth 
ronnd of talks, it was dear that all 
four sets of negotiations, involv- 
ing Israel and Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Palestinians, were 
deep into substance, though the 
sides remained deeply divided on 
the issues at the heart of the 
Mideast conflict. 

But Israel appeared to have 
grabbed a public relations initia- 
tive with its suggestions, which 
met with suspicion on the Arab 
side but seemed difficult to torn 
down. 

Palestinians do not like the 
Israeli proposal to hold the first 
municipal elections in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since 1976. They fear it is a way of 
p u tt in g off the national elections 
they are demanding to choose a 
legislature that could take oontrol 
of the territories from Israel. 

“The municipal elections are a 
dead end. They do not lead and 
they have never led in the history 
of peoples to political elections,” 
said Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi. 

Nevertheless, the Palestinians 
efid not formally tom down the 
Israeli proposal and were ex- 
pected to come forward with a 
counter-offer later on Wednes- 
day. 

These talks, which grew out of 


last October’s historic Madrid 
peace conference, had been ex- 
pected to be the last before 
Israel's general election. 

They will end ou Thursday 
after only four days because the 
Israelis say they must fly home to 
take part in their country’s 
memorial and independence day 
ceremonies. 

But the Israelis, hoping to help 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir** 
election prospects by promoting 
his image as a peace-maker, were 
p res sin g hard for a new round of 
talks in Rome before polling day. 

Again the Arabs, who do not 
want to help the hardline Shamir 
in any way, were unenthusiastic 
but unable to reject the proposal 
out of hand. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker told reporters Tuesday “It 
is quite dear that the peace pro- 
cess is alive and well... it appears 
they are engaged on matters of 
substance.” 

Mr. Baker also welcomed as 
“very positive” Monday's relaxa- 
tion of Syrian travel restrictions 
on that country's Jewish dozens. 
But he said it still does not give 
Syrian Jews the right to emigrate, 
as strongly urged by the United 
Stales. 

David Levy, Israel's foreign 
minister, who met with Mr. Bak- 
er, said “there is no reason to 

( Continued on page 5) 


Algerian 
Supreme 
Court 
upholds 
ban an FIS 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
supreme court Wednesday up- 
held the banning of the fun- 
damentalist Muslim opposition 
party that led violent anti- 
government protests last spring. 

While tiie decision cannot be 
appealed, the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) could turn to the 
United Nations’ Human Rights 
Commission to take action, 
lawyer Brahim Taouti said. 

The supreme court’s decision 
was a “political gesture” that will 
lead to “a rapid deterioration of 
the situation, because authorities 
will not be able to withstand the 
inevitable outcome,” an FTS 
source said. 

The source, who would not be 
further identified, would not 
elaborate on the “outcome,” but 
stone of the party’s leaders who 
are not in jail have called for an 
armed-upnsing against the army- 
backed government. 

The Supreme Court outlawed 
the FIS after rejecting its appeal 
against dissolution and listing a 
catalogue of crimes attributed to 
tiie party. 

The court derision ends the 
legal existence of tiie party which 
was poised to win the first multi- 
party general elections in Algeria 
in January. 

The authorities, backed by the 
military, cancelled the elections, 
arrested thousands of FIS suppor- 
ters and asked the courts to dis- 
band tiie party. 

Giving tbe -ruling in a 20- 
minute session in the panelled 
courtroom, the presiding judge 
announced,' “tbe appeal is re- 
jected.” 

The FIS, however, has said it 
cannot be crushed by legal order. 
It describes itself as the conscien- 
ce of tire people and says its 
message is “a song sung through- 
out theeounny.” 

Its advance towards power, 
with the promise of an Islamic 
state, raised tiie hopes of Muslim 
fundamentalists in neighbouring 
states and across tbe Middle East. 

Algeria's relations with Iran 
came under strain as Tehran ap- 
pended tire FIS from the side- 

A lower court ordered the FIS 
banned on March 4. The party 
warned immediately afterwards: 
“R opens the country to an un- 
known fnture, foil of Serious con- 


Mojaddidi takes complete control; 
Sharif visits Kabul, offers aid 


I . (Cnafhmed on page 3) 


Combined agency des p atches 

FIGHTERS SUPPORTING 
the new Islamic government took 
complete control of the capital on 
Wednesday and executed a sus- 
pected communist secret police 
agent in spite of a general amnes- 

ty- 

The day-old government had 
promised amnesty to all Afghans 
but former President Najibnllah, 
who remains in hiding. Neverthe- 
less. militiamen allied with the 
Mujahedeen beat the man and 
ex e cu te d him in tiie street. His 
body was left beside a burned-out 
building in the capital. 

Militiamen loyal to President 
SibghatoHah Mojaddidi won con- 
trol of tiie capital late Tuesday 
after a three-hour battle. They 
captured and jaded about 260 
hold-out fighters of maverick 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
according to a guerrilla comman-^ 
der loyal to tbe new government* 

Mr. Hekmatyar heads the strict 
fundamentalist Hezb-c- Islami 
group. He is a personal enemy of 
Ahmad Shah Masood, who beads 
a coalition of more moderate 
guerrilla forces and supports 
President Mojaddidi. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s fighters were 
flushed out of tiie Interior Minis^ 
try complex boms after the 
triumphant arrival q? a convoy 


carrying thousands of guerrillas 
and their leaders. 

Shellfire boomed in the dis- 
tance when Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif flew into 
Kabul airport Wednesday and 
offered the new government his 
congratulations and aid worth $20 
million. 

Shooting resounded as Mr. 
Sharif’s C-130 Hercules arrived 
only a day after the airport was 
badly rocketed, killing the gener- 
al in charge of security. 

As the Hercules circled Kabul 
two puffs of smoke caused by 
anti-aircraft fire or rocket- 
propelled grenades were visible. 
Mr. Sharif s plane was well out of 
range. 

Congratulating the Mujahe- 
deen. which Pakistan supported 
through 14 years of war, he called 
it a great day. 

“A new era of peace and 
prosperity is coming to Afghanis- 
tan,” he told Mr. Mojaddidi in a 
meeting at tbe prime minister’s 
house in Kabul. 

“We believe in a viable, stable 
and peaceful Afghanistan.” 

Saudi Arabia intelligence chief 
Prince Tnrid Al Faisal, a major 
figure in Saudi support for tbe 
Mujahedeen, sent greetings from 
King Fahd and congratulated tbe 
Mujahedeen for “driving from 


this country the tyranny of Na- 
jibullah.” * 

“This is indeed a glorious day, 
not only for Afghanistan but the 
whole of the Islamic commun- 
ity.” 

Mr. Najibullah remains a fugi- 
tive in the United Nations offices 
in Kabul after failing to flee his 
capital as guerrillas dosed in on 
April 16. 

Mr. Sharif, speaking at a news 
conference, urged Mojaddidi to 
include Mr. Najibullah in the 
general amnesty offered to the 
formerly communist rulers who 
handed over power on Tuesday. 

‘This is a time to forgive and 
forget. And I think that Najibul- 
lah should be included in the. 
amnesty,” he said. 

As gunfire reverberated across 
the capital, Mr. Sharif offered 
Mr. Mojaddidi $10 million and 
50,000 tonnes of wheat worth 
another $10 million in what be 
called the first installment of aid 
to Afghnistan. 

Only scattered, isolated explo- 
sions and gunfire could be heard 
Wednesday as capital residents 
began returning to the streets to 
shop for food. Electricity and 
water were out in most of the 
war-scarred city of 1.5 mil lion 

(Continued on page 5) 


Libya reportedly dissatisfied 
with Arab League stand on crisis 


indes) — Libya is 
with an Arab League 
draft resolution dealing with its 
crisis with the West over Tripoli’s 
alleged role in airliner bombings, 
delegates said on Wednesday. 

“I do not see Libya satisfied,” 
said one delegate. 

Delegates say Libya wants a 
stronger message from tiie league 
critkaang die U.N. arms and air 
embargo imposed after it failed to 
meet an April 15 deadline to 
hand over two men for trial for 
their alleged role in tbe 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Libyan Foreign Minister Ibra- 
him Mohammad Beshari said 
Libya wanted better relations 
with the United States. 

“We have not presented any- 
thing that would embarrass the 
United States of America,” he. 
said as he entered the Arab 
League building on Wednesday. 

“We are baring a confronta- 
tion and we want a peaceful 
solution for it We were friends in 
the part and we want relations 
between us to return and that is 
possible.” 

A scheduled Arab League 


foreign ministers’ meeting was 
due to reconvene late Wednesday 
to discuss the draft prepared by a 
seven-nation committee formed 
last montb to try to find a solution 
to Libya's dispute with the West. 

Tbe committee, chaired by- 
Secretary-General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, drew up the resolution 
on Tuesday night but Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa indi- 
cated there was little progress. 

He said no new proposals had 
been presented and delegates say 
tbe draft resolution reiterates 
previous statements by the 21- 
member Arab group exp r e s s i ng 
moral solidarity with Libya but 
also stressed Arab compliance 
with U.N. resolutions. 

Scores said Libya has devised 
a two-part pacakage: Arab gov- 
ernments would stop complying 
with anti-Libya U.N. sanctions* 
while jointly and pubbdy asking 
Libya to accede to U.N. Security 
Council demands. Faced with, 
apparent pan- Arab pressure,. 
Libya would give in. 

Libya broached tbe plan at a 
meeting 1st week between Col- 
onel Mnammar Qadhafi and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 


ak, then at the Arab foreign 
ministers’ conference in Cairo, 
diplomatic sources said. 

Tbe Arabs refused. 

“Which countiy can contradict 
the Security Council?” com- 
mented a senior Egyptian official, 
reiterating Egypt's position that 
international legitimacy is para- 
mount. 

The U.N. also backs a French 
request to question four Libyans 
about a UTA plane which blew 
np over Niger in 1989. A total of 
441 people died in tiie two bomb- 
ings. Libya has denied any in- 
volvement. 

In recent weeks, the West has 
turned down several Libyan 
proposals including one to allow 
the two suspects to stand trial in a 
neutral country like Malta. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
say the league might praise 
“Libya’s flexibility” in the crisis 
and stress the need to search for a 
peaceful resolution. . 

But “no Arab country will 
come out and say it is not abiding 
by Security Council resolutions,” 
said one delegate. 

(Cmthned on page 3) 


King, officials review progress 
in development of education 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein met at the Royal 
Court Wednesday with members 
of die education and the higher 
education councils to review 
progress in implementing the 
1987 national educational plans. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister .of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi voiced appreciation of 
the King’s constant efforts to give 
momentum to the educational 
process at various stages. 

Through the King's constant 
efforts and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan’s continued 
support, the educational process 
achieved its goals, tbe minister 
said. 

Mr. Hindawi reviewed the edu- 
cational process over die past 
four decades, pointing out the 
main goals of the national educa- 
tional plan. 

Dr. Victor Billeh from tbe 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology presented an outline 
of the educational process over 
the past four decades, supported 



by slides and statistics and the 
various developments in the field 
in quantity and quality. The brief- 
ing contained figures about the 
number of students, teachers, 
schools, and their distribution as 
well as teachers’ training prog- 
rammes and the expansion in the 
kindergarten sector together with 
the reduction in the number of 
illiterates. 


Yannouk University President 
Ali Mahafza presented a briefing 
on the higher educational de- 
velopment in Jordan's four gov- 
ernment universities. 

Present at the briefings were 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and Chief 
of the Royal Court Khaled Al 
Karalti. 


Israel jails 
4 Arabs for 
attack on 
army camp 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Four 
Israeli Arabs were jailed for life 
on Wednesday for allegedly kill- 
ing three soldiers at an army 
camp in February. 

Ifre defendants entered a cour- 
troom in Nazareth shouting 
“Allabu Akbar”, brandishing 
copies of the Koran before cam- 
eramen and telling reporters they 
acted in the name of jihad. 

Judges imposed three consecu- 
tive life sentences on each of the 
four members of the outlawed 
Islamic Jihad group, ensuring 
they would never be freed from 
prison, the prosecutor said. 

The Feb. 15 attack near Kub- 
butz Galed was tbe Moodiest 
since 1987 when a Palestinian 
flew into Israel from Lebanon on 
a hang-glider and killed six sol- 
diers. 

The defendants were brothers 
Ibrahim Agbariy eb , 27 , and 
Mohammad Agbuiyeh, 24, a re- 
lative Yehya Agbariyeh, 24, and 
Mohammad Tawfik Suleiman 
Jabareen Said, 40, all from a 
town and village near the army 
camp. 

The prosecutor said tbe four 
never knew their victims but kil- 
led them because they were Jews 
and soliders." Two of them 
were Russian immigrants who 
had been in the army only a few 
weeks. • A fourth soldier was 
wounded. 

The defendants’ identification 
as Israeli citizens was a fresh 
shock to a country earlier stunned 
by the ease with which the post 
was attacked while its soldiers 
slept. 

Police said on Tuesday they 
arrested 12 more Israeli-Arabs 
from Islamic Jibad suspected of 
collaborating with Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank. 

The 750,000 Arabs living in 
Israel have for tiie most part been 
involved in only minor demon- 
strations of sympathy with the 
Palestinians in the occupied lands. 

A police spokeswoman said tiie 
Arabs were suspected of illegally 
transferring weapons and 
ammunition to activists in the 
occupied West Bank for use 
against Israeli targets. 

She said the 12 were Muslim 
fundamentalists who identified 
with Islamic Jihad. Two men had 
admitted receiving a $5,000 com- 
mission for supplying an M-16 
rifle and pistols to West Bank 
activists, she said. 

Those arrested were also sus- 
pected of illegally selling Kalash- 
nikov and Uzi rifles, knives, 
handgrenades and a Lao anti- 
tank missil e to Pales tinians in the 
West Bank, she said. 

Flag creates problem 

A German journalist of Arab 
descent said Wednesday he was 
tamed away by Israeli officials 
because he carried a family snap- 
shot with a tiny Palestinian flag in 
tiie background. 

Ahmad Hazem, who repents 
from. Berlin for an Arab-Israeli 
weekly, said be was surprised. 


Judicial panel to probe 
Amman multiple killings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting on 
(firectives from His Majesty King 
Hussein, the government has 
appointed a three- member judici- 
ary panel to investigate the multi- 
ple mnrdera of a five-member 
Jordanian family early this week. 
The committee will embark on its 
task today (Thursday). 

In light of deep concern dis- 
played by King Hussein over the 
murders and in manifestation of 
tbe Justice Ministry’s keenness to 
solve the mystery. Minister of 
Justice Yousef Mbeideen has 
formed the special committee, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

The minister was quoted that 
the committee was made up of 
Dr. Mohammad Abu Hassan 
from tbe Court of Appeal and 
Abdul Karim Al Tarawaneh and 


Judge Mohannad Al Bishtawi 
who is also prosecutor general at 
tiie criminal court. 

The bodies of the murder vic- 
tims were discovered Sunday. 
The eldest son of the family, 
identified as Assad Karam. 28. is 
reported still being missing and is 
being sought by police. 

Tbe victims were identified as 
Faxouq Saeed Karam, 55; his wife 
Samira, 45; his daughter, Muna, 
16; and Assad’s seven-month pre- 
gnant wife, Sahar, 25. 

Police have ruled out theft as a 
motive for the killings since there 
was no sign that anything of 
valued was missing from the 
scene of tiie crime. 

The deceased family members 
were laid to rest on Tuesday. 

(C onti nu ed ou page 5) 


Mutineers strengthen grip 
on Sierra Leone^apital 


FREETOWN (R) — Soldiers 
mutinying against Siena Leone 
President Joseph Momoh seized 
his headquarters and two radio 
stations on Wednesday and de- 
nounced his seven-year rule. 

Banking sources in Ivory 
Coast, in contact with Freetown, 
said a Lieutenant-Colonel Yaya 
Kanu broadcast a statement ou a 
key private radio station saying 
he bad staged a military coup. 

Heavy fighting was raging in 
the capital by mid-afternoon, the 
sources said. 

Mr. Momoh has been in office 
since 1985, when be inherited 
power from Siaka Stevens, Sierra 
Leone’s first leader. 

The soldiers, led by three 
second lieutenants, came from 
the w affront in eastern Siena 
Leone, where troops have been 
fighting off incursions by govern- 
ment opponents and members of 
the main rebel faction in neigh- 
bouring Liberia. 

Military sources said they were 
demanding unpaid wages and 
more ammunition and weapons 


to stop the incursions in the 
diamond-rich area, which began 
more than a year ago. 

The platoon, armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades, mor- 
tars and AK-47 rifles, travelled 
overnight and arrived in 
Freetown in the early morning. 

They opened fire, scattering 
guards around state house, where 
Mr. Momoh works each morning, 
and took control. 

The mutineers’ commanding 
officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Yaya 
Kanu, persuaded them to stop 
firing and the mutineers then 
offered to negotiate. Loyal troops 
regained control of the presiden- 
cy soon afterwards. 

Military sources in neighbour- 
ing Guinea said the Sierra Leone 
government sent an urgent radio 
message on Wednesday morning 
requesting army reinforcements 
to help put down the rebellion. 

Guinea and Nigeria have both 
sent troops to back Sierra 
Leone's tiny army against the 
incursions, which have sent 
thousands of refugees fleeing 
from the area. 
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To our readers 
the United States and Canada 

IN ORDER to facilitate and speed up the distribution 
of the Jordan Times and its sister Arabic paper AI 
Ra’i, and in an attempt to ease the burden on our 
subscribers resulting from the high increases in 
postal charges, we announce that the two newspap- 
ers have appointed a representative for them in New 
York. Our agent, whose name and address appears 
below, will have copies, ready for distribution, the 
next day of their publication. 

Three who have taken subscription with us are also 
advised to call the same agent for the purpose of 
renewing their subscriptions when they expire and for 
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Middle East News 


Last West Bank 


university reopens 


BIR ZEIT. Occupied West Bank 
(R) — Students at Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity streamed backed to clas- 
srooms without ceremony on 
Wednesday, four and a half years 
after Israel dosed the occupied 
West Bank campus because of 
the Palestinian uprising. 

Bir Zeit was the last university 
reopened in the occupied territor- 
ies in the past 18 months. Most 
were dosed shortly after the up- 
rising against Israeli rule broke 
out in December 1987. 

'The closure was a political 
decision. It had nothing to do 
with the imifida." said Faisal Awad 
Allah. 3b. an engineering profes- 
sor. “The intifada continued 
when the universities were closed 
and will continue now that it’s 


open. 

Washington has urged Israel to 
ease restrictions on the 1.7S mil- 
lion Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
proposed “confidence-building’’ 
moves like reopening schools to 
help along Arab-Israel peace 
talks that began in October. 

Thereopening of Bir Zeit coin- 
cided with a fifth round of talks in 
Washington between Israel and 
Palestinian, Syrian, Jordanian 
and Lebanese teams. 

Palestinians regard Bir Zeit, 22 
kilometres north of Jerusalem, as 
the most prestigious university 
because of its high academic stan- 
dards. Many prominent Palesti- 
nian nationalists taught there be- 
fore it closed on January 8, 1988. 

But there were no festivities on 
Wednesday to mark the reopen- 
ing of its first two faculties — 
science and engineering. The 
2.500 students will return in 


stages. 

Most students were newcomers 
and wandered the corridors be- 
wildered, looking for their clas- 
srooms. A large map was posted 
for guidance and desks were 
strewn in hallways. 

The Israeli army kept a low 
profile. .One jeep with two sol- 
diers parked on an approach road 
to the university searched some 
students’ cats. 

During the closure, students 
studied in cramped, makeshift 
classrooms in nearby Ramallah. 
The army turned a blind eye. 

Hania Masoud, an observant 
Muslim wearing a long dress and 


headscarf said: 

“We hope now we won’t be 
dragged around from one place to 
another. We had a very cold 
winter and the rooms were not 
heated. I hope now the situation 
will improve.” 

Since becoming defence minis- 
ter in 1990, Moshe Arens has 
gradually reopened the six 
Palestinian universities, where 
students were accused of mating 
protests and stone-throwing. 

Students evaded questions ab- 
out whether they would stage 
anti-Israel demonstrations that 
could prompt the government 
once again to dose the university. 
But there have been few incidents 
on other campuses since classes 
resumed. 

“The students want to learn 
and they have suffered a lot in the 
last four years,” said Saleh Saleh, 
a business administration student 
who was selling school supplies 
on campus. “What has been hap- 
pening to us has been collective 
punishment.” 

Bir Zeit’s teaching staff in- 
dudes 13 of the 46 members of 
the Palestinian negotiating and 
advisory teams to the peace talks 
in Washington. 

Gabi Baramkeh, acting presi- 
dent of Bir Zeit, said be expected 
all departments to be allowed to 
operate by September. 

He added: “Bir Zeit has always 
been a centre for academic excell- 
ence, and activism does not 
necessarily mean violence. I think 
the students have been using this- 
place properly.” 

The students' nationalism was 
evident on opening day. 

Outside the science building, a 
large banner read: “finally, the 
occupier has realised that the 
policy of closing the universities is 
a losing card in front of the 
uprising.” 

One student, Saed Abu 
Beshara, 19, told reporters: “It 
feels strange to be back. It has 
been a long time.” 

Lana Khouri, 21, is majoring in. 
political science, a department 
that remains closed. Still, she 
came Wednesday to see old 
friends. 

“I am happy to see the part of 
the university opened, but I wfll 
be happier when I see the whole 
campus opened,” she said. 


Israel starts big road 
for Jewish settlers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel has launched its boldest 
road project to link occupied 
Jerusalem to Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank. Israel 
Television said late on Tuesday. 

The 12 kilometre long road 
dotted with tunnels and a bridge 
will rush thousands of Jewish 
settlers to their colonies in the 
heart of the occupied West Bank 
without passing through Palesti- 
nian villages. 

“Tn silence and without public- 
ity. building of the Jerusalem- 
Gush Tzion road began these 
days. The price of the road is 100 
million shekels (S42 million) and 
it is among the most expensive 
and most complicated engineer- 
ing projects ever built in this 
country,” Israel Television said. 

The television report said the 
road was meant to by-pass Arab 
villages and towns on the way to 
Jewish settlements located be- 
tween the West Bank towns of 
Bethlehem and Hebron. 

This would ensure Jewish set- 
ters do not encounter Palestinian 
stonethrowers and cut travel time 
by about half. 

The Peace Now movement said 
the new road project proved 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
had made Jewish settlement of 
occupied territories a supreme 
priority at the expense of the rest 
of the country. 

“The project is characteristic of 
all this government’s action. It 


symbolises all their unjustified 
expenditures in the occupied ter- 
ritories. It shows the government 
has lost all shame,” said Amiram 
Goldblum, a Peace Now 
■spokesman. 

A bridge would cross a valley 
at the start of the road in the 
Jewish neighbourhood of Gilo in 
East Jerusalem. Another longer 
tunnel would stretch 900 metres, 
the televirion said. 

About. 100,000 Jews live in 
fortified enclaves amid 1.75 aril- 
lion Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Washington expects Israel to 
quit the occupied territories in 
exchange for peace with Palesti- 
nians and the Arabs. 


Prime Minister Shamir, who 
has vowed never to cede an inch 
of territory, has sponsored a 
building boom in the area that 
could make a land-for-peace in- 
creasingly difficult. 

Government officials could not 
be reached for comment. 

Roads inside Israel are in se- 
rious disrepair after winter flood- 
ing while several new roads have 
been paved in the occupied terri- 
tories to serve Jewish settlers. 


The televirion report said the 
public works council had put the 
cost of fixing all roads nationwide 
at SO million shekels ($21 million) 
— half the cost of the 12 
kilometre Jerusalem-West Bank 
project. 
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Suleyman Demire! 


ALMA-ATA, Kazakhstan (R) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel, wooing Muslim-popu- 
lated republics of the former 
Soviet Union with warm words 
| and a wallet, arrived in Kazakh- 
stan on Wednesday. 

A large white ram was slaugbt- 
i ered at the airport in his honour 
before he started talks with 
Kazakh President Nnrsultan 
Nazarbayev and Prime Minister 
Uzakbai Karamanov. 

The new U.S. ambassador to 
Alma-Ata attended the cere- 
mony, reflecting Washington’s in- 
terest in seeing NATO member 
Turkey^ influence grow in Cen- 
tral Aria at the expense of fun- 
damentalist Iran. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, like leaders 
of other states in Central Aria 
and the Caucasus, has declared his 
country’s intention to follow the 
Turkish model of a secular, free 
market democracy. 

Iranian-style Mam is believed 
to have little appeal in Kazakh- 
stan, where more than two fifths 
of the population is ethnic Rus- 
sian and Muslims are well short of 
.being a majority. 

Mr. Deutirel was expected to 
offer export and commodity cre- 
dits to Kazakhstan, which are to 
receive Turkish Exim bank credits 
worth $250 million and $75 mil- 
lion respectively. 

Soft loans will allow the 
Uzbeks to buy two million tonnes 
of Turkish wheat and 250,000 
tonnes of sugar, and the Kyrgyz 
to buy 450,000 tonnes of wheat 
and 50,000 tonnes of sugar. 

State-owned Ziraat Bank, Tur- 
key’s biggest bank, will explore 
the idea of a joint ventmy bank in 
Alma-Ata and hopes to open at 
least a branch there and in the 
capitals of the other republics 
visited by Mr. Demiref,- bank 
Chairman Coskun Ulusoy said. 

“We are talking erf trade and 
commerce, but for that we need 
the catalyst for such transac- 
tions,” he told Reuters. 

Mr. Ulusoy said Ziraat Bank 
had agreed to set up a 50-50 joint 
venture with its c oun te rp art in 
the Uzbek capital Tashkent, the 
Agro-In udstrial Bank, which con- 
trols two thirds of Uzbek banking 
activities. 

The bank would have an initial 
capital of S3 million and would 
concentrate on corporate finance. 

Turkey sees Kazakhstan as a 
vital link in its efforts to promote 
economic ties between Muslim- 
populated republics. 

K a z a kh stan, with 16.5 million 
people, is a strategic nuclear pow- 
er. It stretches from the Caspian 
Sea to tile Chinese border. 

Mr. Nazarbayev has been a 
fervent advocate of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS), which emerged from the 
Soviet Union's collapse in De- 
cember. 

But at a conference of Central 
Asian states in the Kyrgyz capital 
Bishkek this month be voiced 
doubts that the CIS could over- 
come conflicts which have sty- 
mied attempts at cooperation. 

Political turmoil in Tajikistan 
has forced Mr. Demirel to cancel 
a planned stop in Dushanbe, 
where file Tajik parliament was 
due to hold an emergency session 
on Wednesday as groups of pro- 
and anti-government demonstra- 
tors staged separate rallies in the 
city. 

_ Mr. Demirel was scheduled to 
visit Turkmenistan and Azerbai- 
jan before returning home on 
Sunday. 




Iran’s Afghan refugees 
in no rush to go home 
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TEHRAN (AP) — Like many 
Afghan refugees in Iran, Ahma d 
Islam is constantly cm the run, 
making a meager living working 
illegally at odd jobs in a land 
where his countrymen are in- 
creasingly unwelcome. 

But while Afghanistan is COH- 
vuised by fighting and uncertain- 
ty, he and Iris fellow refugees 
would rather stay in Iran. 

“There’s going to be a lot of 
bloodshed as the Majabedeen 
groups fight among themselves 
for power,” said Islam, 34. 

“We don’t have much here, but 
I’ve seen enough of war. I came 
here five years ago to escape it 
and Ten not prepared to go back 
until there is real peace once 
more.” 

Tdam works at a construction 
rite. He lives and sleeps on 
the site with four other Afghan 
refugees. 

They say they work from dawn 
to dusk, earning about 4,000 rials 
($2.50) a day. Iranians get 6,000 
rials ($4) a day. 

Islam’s friend Mohammad 
Rasoul, 24, the youngest of the 
group, said: “We live like fugi- 
tives, do the dirtiest jobs, live 
hand-to-mouth. But at least 
there’s no war.” 

The sentiment is shared by 
many of the more than two mil- 
lion Shiite Muslim Afghans who 
fled to Iran. Another three mil- 
lion Sumris went to Pakistan and 
many are now trekking borne. 

In Iran, the biggest Afghan 


concentration, about 800,000 re- 
fugees live in Khorasao province, 
bordering their homeland. 

Iran’s media has reported that 
"several thousand have left Mas- 
hhad for home. But there does 
not appear to be any mass ex- 
odus. 

Morteza Firoozi, political 
analyst with the English-language 
Tehran Times daily, said most 
Afg hans are unlikely to return 
home even when the dvil war 
ends. 

“Unlike Pakistan, where the 
refugees are kept in camps, in 
Iran they’ve become integrated in 
I ranian society,” Mr. Firoozi 
said. 


Iraq loan 

scandal 

rearrested 


“Some have made large sums 
of money and even taken Iranian 
wives. They’ll never return. 
Those likely to do so are the ones 
living on the bottom rung of the 
social ladder.” 

But Abdul Haq Shafq, spokes- 
man of the Afghanistan Islamic 
Unity Party, a coalition of Iran- 
based Shiite groups, said: ‘T 
don’t think there’s any Afghan 
who doesn’t want to return home 
when the war’s over. When con- 
ditions are right, they’ll go.” 


Many Afghans have estab- 
lished businesses and cornered 
the gold market in . Mashhad, 
Khorasan’s bustling capital. 

Iranian officials say only 
600,000 Afghans are registered as 
refugees. The rest are illegal 
aliens. 


New Cyprus talks in May 


NICOSIA (R) — A United Na- 
tions envoy began contacts in 
Nicosia on Wednesday saying, be 
expected stalled talks ou the 
problem of divided Cyprus to 
resume in May. 

Oscar Canrilion, the U.N. spe- 
cial representative in Nicosia, 
held talks with President George 
Va&rilkra mi Wednesday and is 
due to meet Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash on 
Thursday. 

He told reporters before meet- 
ing Mr. Vassfliou he expected 
anotber. U.N. official to join him 
in Cyprus in the next two or three 
weeks. The new round of talks 
woqld begin “certainly in May,” 
and .the. U..N. team. would also 
probably visit Athens and Ank- 
ara, Mr. Canrilion said. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when Turkish troops seized 
the northern third in the wake of 


a short-lived coup in Nicosia 
backed by the military junta then 
ruling Greece. 

A U.N. Security Council re- 
solution this month endorsed a 
report by the secretary -general 
laying out a set of ideas for a 
settlement. 


Mr. Denktash bas welcomed 
the peace plan as the island’s 
“last and best chance for peace.” 
Mr. Vasrihou said after a meet- 
ing of political leaders in Nicosia 
last week be was willing to negoti- 
ate on the basis of the ideas 
contained in the report. 


Ashpit, whether be was more- 
op timhti cafter the latest Security 
Council resolution Mr. Canrihqn 
said: “Resolution 750 marks a 
watershed in the long process of 
Cypnis ... but I always try to keep 
a healthy cautiousness about 
Cyprus, so let’s wait. 


ATLANTA, Georgia (R) — A 
man accused of helping master- 
mined $4 billion in illegal loans to 
Iraq through an Italian bank’s 
Atlanta branch has been rear- 
rested pending his trial, set for 
June 1, a prosecutor said. 

Christopher Drogoul, former 
manager of the branch of state- 
owned Banca Nazionale del 
La voro (BNL), was taken into 
custody late on Monday after a 
judge in Atlanta revoked his 
$100,000 surety bond at the gov- 
ernment’s request. 

“The prosecutors felt there was 
a risk of flight,” assistant U.S. 
attorney Gerrflyn Brill said. 

Mr. Drogoul, two other Atlan- 
ta officials of BNL and four Iraqis 
were charged last year with 
arranging S3 billion in illegal agri- 
cultural loans and credit exten- 
sions for the Iraqi government in 
the mid-1980s. 

It bas been alleged the huge 
sums actually went to build up 
Iraq’s military machine. 

Last month the other two 
Americans in the case pleaded 
guilty to reduced charges after 
deals with the government. 

As their part of the plea bar- 
gain, Therese Marceile Barden 
and Amedeo Decarolis agreed to 
help the prosecution’s case 
agains t Mr. Drogoul, their for- 
mer boss, who allegedly ordered 
them to disburse toe money to 
Iraq and conceal the transactions 
from regulators and BNL head- 
quarters in Rome. 

The New York times reported 
last month that the administra- 
tion of President George Bush 
tried to delay or frustrate die 
Atlanta investigation of BNL at 
a time when the administration 
still hoped to make Iraq an ally. 

The Atlanta indictment was 
announced on Feb. 28. 1991. the 
day after Mr. Bush declared a 
ceasefire in the Gulf war. • 

Mr. Bush’s National Security 
Council (NSC), adviser strongly 
advocated U.S. farm credits to 
Iraq, and they were tunneled 
through the BNL, had been a 
consultant for prior to joining the 
government, documents released 
Tuesday showed. 

Even as NSC adviser Brent 
Scowcroft was arguing for SI bil- 
lion in farm agricultural credits, 
BNLr Atlanta, which was to 
handle' the transaction, was under 
suspicion of conspiring with 
Baghdad, was disclosed. Some 
$800 million of that sum had been 
guaranteed by the U.S. govern- 
ment. 


Beirut airport sheds terror image 


BEIRUT (AP) — Beirut Interna- 
tional Airport, once a shell-pock- 
ed haven for hijackers, is back in 
business. 

Eighteen months ago, only 
national carrier Middle East Air- 
lines (MEA) and Trans- 
Mediterranean, a Lebanese- cargo 
carrier, used it. 

But since June, after a peace 
agreement ending the 197540 
crvfl war finally took root, 20 
foreign airtmes have returned 
with regular schedules, including 
Air France, Olympic, Alitalia, 
Egypt Air, KLM and Royal ' 
Jordanian. 

That’s still short of the 35 
carriers which used Beirut before 
the war, but more are expected 
soon. 

“The bad old days are gone — 
forever this time,” said Joe Kai, a 
manager for Middle East Air- 
lines, which survived 15 years of 
civil war through the sheer deter- 
mination of its workers. 

“It’s the safest place on earth 
now,” Transport Minister Shawki 
Fakhoury boasted. 

But many Lebanese feel the 
return to a semblance of normal- 
ity is illusory and that the’ secta- 
rian hatreds that flourished dur- 
ing the dvfl war have not evapo- 
rated. 

“We lived through plenty of 


prolonged hills in the war winch 
created a false sense of pence,” 
said businessman Khaiid Najjar. 
“My instincts tell me we’re going 
through an other o ne.” 

The main impediment to get- 
ting Beirut solidly back on the 
aviation map is Washington's 
1985 ban on U.S. flights to the 
Lebanese capital and on Middle 
East Airlines’ access to American 
airports. 

Lebanese officials say they’re 
working on getting the ton lifted, 
but so far no positive signals have 
come from Washington. 

The status of Lebanon's only 
airport has always been a baro- 
meter of tire political climate. 

The airport had its first major 
taste of war in Dec. 28, 1968, 
when Israeli commandos blew up 
13 Middle East axriiiies jets in 
retaliation for guerrilla raids. 

In the mid-1980s, Beirut Inter- 
national symbolised chaos. It was 
fought over by Lebanon’s armed 
factions and was part of the front 
line daring the Israeli army’s 
siege of west Beirut in 1982. 

The airport became a favourite 
destination for extremists who 
could escape easily into lawless 
slums ringing the facility. 

All told, Beirut was involved in 
■40 hijacking?. A spate of hijack- 


ings in 1985 chased away virtually 
all foreign airlines. 

During heavy fighting, the air- 
port was shut down, often for 
months. But just about every 
time there was a ceasefire, it 
would reopen and the shell holes 
in the runways would be hastily 
filled in. 

Sometimes it was only able to 
operate in daylight because mili- 
tiamen had stolen die landing 
light cables or because the radar 
had been shot up. 

But those days seem to be 
gone. 

President Bias HrawTs gov- 
ernment — baiked by Syria’s 
military muscle — has disarmed 
nrQrtias and restored control over 
much of the country, inducting 
the beachside airport on Beirut’s 
southern outskirts. 

Last Thursday, Syria withdrew 
2,000 troops deployed in and 
around the airport since 1987. 

The government plans to ex- 
pand the airport, and some air- 
tines report bookings running up 
to 95 per cent of capacity. 

Passenger traffic last year □ um- 
bered around 800,000, well up 
from 1989, the worst year re- 
corded with only 200,000 passen- 
ters. But volume is still wefl off 
the 23 mflfion people a year who 
used the airport before the war. 
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HUDDLE EAST NEWS Hi BHEEF 


Velayati meets Hizboliah leaders 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Alt bar Vety; 
met the leadership of HizboUab (Party of God) on Wotted . 
and reiterated Tehran’s support for its struggle in South Utanoi . ■ 
Tehran Radio said. Mr. Velayati told HttboDah leaders**, 
Hassan Nasialiah and his- colleagues in Tehran that Iran^toripusf -■ 
supports the Muslim struggle in the western Bckka Vatiey an . 
southern Lebanon.” the radio said. Lebanon s Muslim mcUunl. 
led by Hizboliah have stepped up their attacks on Israefis wd th 
pro-Israeli militia in South Lebanon to show their opposition t< 
Arab-IsraeU peace talks. Lebanese security sourcessaid Katyusb; _ 
rockets slammed into IsreaTs self-dcdarcd "* ccu n^®9 ne ” ir 
southern Lebanon overnight. No group claimed tespofttibi&y foi 
the attack. The radio said Sheikh Nasrailah visited the ton* d 
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini on Tuesday and tota * 
his son Ahmad that HizboUab was committed to Ajototiahv 
Khomeini’s revolutionary ideals and the leadership of hfc.sncwy 
sor. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. ■■ 


Baghdad power station finishes rebuilding 


BAGHDAD (R) — Dora power station, the main supplier to the 
Iraqi capital, reopened the fourth and last of its generating awts 
on Wednesday after repair of Gulf war damage. The oil-fired 
station was knocked out of action by U.S. missiles on the second 
day of the war in January 1990. Damage included the topping of 
one of its four main chimneys, now rebuilt. Repain in (he 
electricity industry, in spite of the lack of equipment barred by 
United Nations sanctions, have been one of the success stories of 
Iraq’s post-war reconstruction. The national power gnd was 
reestablished last year and supplies for domestic use are generally 
reliable. Dora’s fourth unit adds 160 megawatts of capacity, wfach 
will be available for industry and irrigation and will ease the strain 
on other stations still struggling to keep running with makeshift 


Lebanon threatens unlicensed radio, TV 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese government, angered by accusa- 
tions of corruption and inefficiency, is threatening to dose down . 
unlicensed television and radio stations found guilty of fibeh la a. 
statement published on Wednesday, the cabinet outlined new- 
regulations which Lebanon’s more than 100 unlicensed radio and- 
television stations must agree to follow or face closure. The 
regulations ban the libelling of Lebanese officials and foreign _ 
beads of state and the stations from broadcasting any material * 
that could incite sedition or sectarian differences. Tbe public- 
prosecutor would first warn any station breaking the rules. A., 
second violation would lead to a three-day closure and a thirds 
violation would be punished by permanent closure. Many • 
Lebanese newspapers, radio and television stations, reflecting 
public discontent with the government’s failure to tackle an ; 
economic crisis, have recently stepped up their criticism and* : 
accused officials of corruption and inefficiency. Many of the more - 
than 40 television stations and 100 radio stations currently, 
operating in Lebanon are backed by political parties .formed by ; 
rival militias which were disbanded lid year. The cabinet said the 
unlicensed stations could stay on the air until ministers decide on. 
their future by the end of May. i 


Kuwait charges editor in secrets case 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has formally charged the editor of a 
leading Kuwaiti newspaper with publishing what officials. say was. 
classified military information. The newspaper A1 Qabassaid on 
Wednesday the state attorney general charged its editor Moham - 
mad Jassem A1 Saqr.wifh. publishing a military secret and i«- 
re porter Khodeir Al-Ooeizi with obtaining such a secret. It said : 
tbe two were questioned for six hours on Tuesday and then' 
released on bail of about S3 ,500 each. A defence lawyer was 
present during the interrogation. The Defence Ministry 1st week 
brought charges against A1 Qabas for published a story on a new ; 
plan reorganising Kuwait's armed forces, including the names of 
high-ranking officers and new posts to which they were promoted. 
Judicial authorities say the story violated state security law. the 
army law and the press and publication law. Diplomats said Al 
Qabas has been publishing columns highly critical erf government - 
policies since the emirate was liberated from Iraqi occupation in 
February of last year. The crown prince and prime minister. 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah, last month told newspaper 
editors some of what they were publishing was poison and dial his 
patience was wearing thin with some abuses of press freedom. ’ 


Drugs seized, smugglers held in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian security forces have arrested 34 
smugglers and seized 326 kilogrammes of narcotics of various 
types in southeastern Iran, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported Wednesday. IRNA said the sweep lasted foT one week, 
focusing on the dties of Iran-Shahr and Zahedan. Iranian law 
mandates the death penalty for anyone caught in the possession of 
even small quantities of drugs. Some 2.000 people have been 
hanged oyer the past three years on drug-related charges. 


Trial begins in synagogue attack 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Trial began Tuesday for twcTurks accused 
in the grenade anack on an Istanbul synagogue, and the 
defendants said they were tortured while being interrogated in 
front of Israeli secret agents. The prosection asked that tbe two be 
convicted and sentenced each to 36 years in prison for the attack 
at Istanbul’s largest synagogue on March 1. Mahmui Akyol and 
Nazim Ortac, both 20, were arrested after the attack, which 
slightly injured a passerby and did minor damage to tbe building. 
Akyol was arrested by a security guard at the synagogue; Ortac 
was apprehended later. Police identified Ortac asa member of 
Hizboliah. an Iranian-backed guerrilla group. But Akyol, before 
the three-judge state security court, denied that he belonged to 
Hizboliah, the semi-official Anatolia news agency reported. 
Anatolia also said the defendants told the court that several 
people, whose language they did not understand, attended their 
interrogation at police headquarters and that they later found out 
they were agents of Mossad, Israel’s secret police. Defence, 
attorney Nurettin Yasar said his clients were tortured during their 
interrogation, Anatolia said. • B : 
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Queen inspects projects 


Ak r 4 ., 
***' aa tyj‘% 

'.?" =«<> 
r-Trc^ 

■• - 'r'^hln ■ 
-i, ^ 

t : ! * d :-j 

■*% 


MAAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
'Qoeen.Noor- 'Wednesday -visited 
the villages of A1 Hpssdmefa and 
Ai Hashemieh in the Maan Gov- 
ernorate to inspect a number of 
projects operated, by die Noor Al 
Hussein Foundatioii (NHF). 

. Accompanied by NHF Direc- 
tor Inaaro Al Mufti, 'the Queen 
fast stopped at Al Hnsseinieh to 
inspect women at their homes 
jnvrfved in weaving projects and 
feeniiig to a briefing on the 
progress of the project designed 
to- provide local womeir with 
"means’ to improve their family 
income. 


At Al Hashemieh, die Queen 
visited women who weave and 
dye work on woven materials and 
met with the head of the local 
councO and local families. 

The Queen last visited the 
Hashemieh village hi 1990 and 
ordered that the village should be 
included in the NHPs rural de- 
velopment project. NHF has 
been organising activities for the 
local women involved in hand- 
icraft and rural development pro- 
jects and several families have 
been incorporated in to the pro- 
ject since 1991. 


Record rainfall amounts 
iSrabi,i S reported for past winter 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The cumula- 
tive amounts of rain water falling 

- ia Jordan between November 1991 

- and April 1992 was the highest in 
70 years, westering 1,113 mil- 
limetres at the University of Jor- 
dan and 1,13 6 millimetres in the 
northern regions, according to 
Department of Meteorology 
Director Ali Abanda. 

In his most up-to-date statistic- 
al report. Dr. Abanda said that 
record amounts of rain were reg- 
istered in the past winter season, 
covering mainly the northern and 
the central regions of Jordan. The 
amounts that fell in the western 
parts of Amman, in BaJqa and 
Ajloun,.- exceeded 1,100 mil- 
fcnetres in average while the 
average rainfall in Northern 
Sbuneh was around 900 mil- 
limetres, Dr. Abanda noted. 

Rain began in November and 
continued incessantly throughout 
January and February, accompa- 
nied by several snowstorms in 
most regions at the average of 120 
centimetres deep in high regions, 
he said. 

Dr. Abanda said that snow fell 
to great intensity in Jordan in the 
months of February and January 
of the following years: 1927, 
1928, 1949, 1950, 1959, 1974 and 
1983: 

According to Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Wishah„ secretary general of the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA), 


Jordan’s dams now hold 106.7 
million cubic metres of water with 
the largest dam, the King Tala! 
Dam, containing 80.7 million 
cubic metres. 

The JVA plans to maintain the 
water distribution progr amm e for 
irrigation use in the Jordan Val- 
ley region in order to irrigate the 
largest possible area of land 
planted with vegetables, said Dr. 
Wishah in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. At 
the same time, he said, JVA does 
not intend to restrict fanners' 
vegetable growing operations in 
view of the sufficient amounts of 
water that can irrigate all areas. 

Rut the JVA is at the same 
time planning to build more dams 
in order to ensure larger collec- 
tions of rain water and it plans to 
raise the walls of the Kafrein 
Dam and set up desert dams, he 
added. Once these projects are 
erected, they will hold at least 349 
million cubic metres of water 
each year. Dr. Wishah noted. 

According to Water and Irriga- 
tion Ministry Secretary General 
Mutazz Al Bilbeisi. the Water 
Authority will cooperate with the 
Jordanian Armed Forces in 
dredging old dams in order to 
remove accumulated residues and 
sediments and make room for 
additional amounts of water for 
irrigation. 
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Reception held in honour 
of ‘Peace Child’ crew 
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; AMMAN (Petra)— Their Royal 
; Highn e sse s Grown PrinccHassan 
-and Princess Sarvath- Tuesday 
. hosted a reception at Al Hussein 
Youth CSty in honour of particF 
pants in the 1992 “Peace Chfld” 
phy hosted by Jordan. 

The reception was attended by 
the organising committees of the 
play, several ministers, ambassa- 
• dors of countries participating in 
the play and families hosting par- 
ticipating cfafldren- 
•• a Prince Hassan distributed, at 
the reception, awards for stu- 
dents who occupied die first ten 
places in a co mp et i t i on to design 
a motto for “The Peace Cbfld — 
Jordan, 1992” musical. 

A total of 50 children from 13 
world countries, in addition to 
300 Jordanian children win par- 
ticipate in the play which will be 
shown in Amman b e tween April 
30 and May 2. 


The play has been staged so for 
m 32 coiptries around- the world 
and Jordan is the first Arab coun- 
try to host it. Last year, childr en 
from Jordan participated in the 
“Peace Child” hosted in Scot- 
land. The Jordanian delegation 
led by Princess Sarvath extended 
invitations to various countries to 
participate in tins year’s perform- 
ance in Jordan. 

Peace Quid, a non-profit inter- 
national educational foundation, 
arms to bring together children 
from all over the world in the 
hope that one day international 
peace and stability will prevail. 

In tiie play, children try to 
imagine fife in 2025 by putting 
together tbefr ideas, hopes, fears 
and dreams. The script, actors, 
dancers and set designers are all 
chfldren who work together for 
mouths in preparation for the 
actual pe rf orma n ce. 


Rules made for Valley roads 


lack 


AMMAN (J.T.) — To facilitate 
die smooth movement of picnick- 
ers to the Jordan Valley and 
ensure their safety on roads, 
given the current maintenance 
work, the PubKe Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Friday banned all 
traffic down to the valley along 
jjiboth tiie Adasiyyah and Wadi 
™Shueib roads from 3 p.m. until 8 
p.m., as traffic on these two roads 
is only allowed out of the valley. 


Under the new arrangements, 
all lorries and pick-up trucks 
weighing two and a half tonnes or 
more are banned from using both 
roads between 3 and 8 p.m. 

The arrangements allow all 
cars going down to the Jordan 
Valley or up to Amman to use the 
Zay-Ardah Road. The arrange- 
ments banned the use of rear 
boxes of pick-ups and knries for 
carrying passengers. 


Libya unhappy with Arab stand 


(Continued from page 1) 

Most Arab states, seeking to 
avoid s dash with the West, have 
enforced the air and arms sanc- 
tions. The embargo also demands 

tiie scaling (town of. Libyan di- 
plomatic missions. 

; The bead of the Libyan mission 
■ m Cairo, Ahmad Gaddafidam, 
'said the meetings were still going 
! on but delegates said the league 
.committee had finished its work 
" -yl • j and would present its report later . 
! on Wednesday. 

y * Mr. Gaddafidam, a cousin of 

;ColaneI Qadhafi, attended, the 
Arab ' League meetings on 
. Wednesday. 

^ . : The league's Lock e rbie com- 

, V \ mittce foited. in three previous 
- meetings to narrow differences 




between Tripoli and the West. 

“We will ask our Arab brothers 
during tiie Arab League Council 
meeting not to abide by sanctions 
imposed cm Libya,” Mr. Beshari 
said on Tuesday. 

The bi-annual foreign minis- 
ters’ confere n ce has a long agen- 
da dealing with various regional 
issues tike the ongoing Middle 
East pece process, the Arab- 
Israeti conflict, the Somafi civil 
war, Arab national security and 
several organisational matters. 

Libya, the chairman of the 
current meeting, requested at 
Tuesday's open ing session plac- 
ing the Lockerbie dispute on the 
agenda and all tiie members 


Delegates said the conference 
was expected to end late Wednes- 
day night. 


Court upholds ban on FIS 


. (Continued from page 1) 

"many of its leaders are held in 
;iBtennnent camps or jaO after 
two bouts of ftmdamentalist un- 
- test which led ffie govermnent to 
.j'dedare a state of emergency: 
if More than ftp people were 
\ -iffled-in street - and .tiie 

authorities on Feb. 9 imposed a 
’teste of eraeijgeocy. Since then, 
* [ndiiriy 50 security force members 
have been IdDed in ambushes and 


isolated attacks. 

Eight fundamentalists face a 
military tribunal next Tuesday 
over an attack in which 10 people 
were lolled in thc Algerian capital 
two mouths ago. 

Another 62 ate befog tried, some 
on charges with the death penal- 
ty, in die desert town of Ouargla 
for an attack last November, on 
the eve of the election campaign, 
on a frontier post in which three 
guardsmen were killed and muti- 
lated. 


King, premier meet Omani envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Wednesday the bead 
of an Omani court who conveyed 
to the King greetings from Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman. 

The meeting was attended by 
Justice Minister Yousef 
Mubayeddin and the Omani 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Hie King and the envoy ex- 
changed views about cooperation 
between Jordan and Oman in 
various fields. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Wednesday also reviewed 


Omani-Jordanian cooperation in 
various fields with the visiting 
delegation representing the judi- 
cial authorities in Muscat and 
expressed Jordan's satisfaction 
with the process of bilateral coop- 
eration. 

The Omani delegation has 
been holding talks with the minis- 
ter of justice and other officials 
over the past few days related to 
cooperation in judicial matters 
between Oman and Jordan. 

The delegation, led by Saccd 
Ben Hilal, head of an Omani 
court, met the prime minister in 


the presence of the minister of 
justice and members of bis de- 
legation for a discussion on tri- 
lateral cooperation. 

The prime minister listened to 
a review of the outcome of the 
Jordanian-Omani talks to date 
and discussed with the two sides 
scopes of cooperation between 
Oman and Jordan. The prime 
minister said that Jordan -was 
keen on promoting and develop- 
ing trilateral ties in all fields. 

The Omani ambassador to Jor- 
dan was present at the meeting. 


NHF receives $375,000 grant from USAID 


AMMAN — President of Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
In’am Mufti, the U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Roger G. Harrison 
and Director of the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) in Amman. 
WiDiaxn T. Oliver signed a grant 
agreement at NHF this morning. 

The grant, which was endorsed 
by the Ministry of Planning, pro- 
vides $375,000 from the USAID- 
sponsored Private Enterprise 
Technical Res ources Assistance 
Project (PETRA) to promote the 
foundation's National Handicraft 
Development Project (NHDP). 

The funds will be used to sup- 
port the activities of the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre, a key 
component of the NHDP, which 
offers training and marketing 
assistance to all interested Jorda- 


nian producers of handicrafts. 

The Jordan Design and Tirade 
Centre (JDTC) was established 
to professionalise handicraft pro- 
duction and marketing activities 
tty encouraging producers to re- 
spond to proven market demand, 
■to reduce reliance on informal 
networks and charity sales out- 
lets, and to establish acceptable 
standards of operations. The 
primary objectives of the project 
are to create jobs, increase in- 
come among low-income com- 
munities, and contribute toward 
the development of women as 
wage-earners and decision mak- 
ers. 

JDTC assists existing, indepen- 
dent producer groups and private 
firms or responds to requests to 
help new handicraft enterprises 
beoome established. In this way. 


JDTC supports over 20 produc- 
tion .units throughout the King- 
dom' Primary activities include a 
wholesale showroom where new 
products are displayed and orders 
are taken, a sample production 
unit where prototypes are made 
and a technical and management 
training section targetted towards 
developing sustainable enter- 
prises at the grass roots level. 

JDTC has been active in de- 
veloping export markets in North 
America and Europe through 
p ar tic i pation in major interna- 
tional trade fens. 

Previous PETRA funding to 
the foundation totalled $625,000 
to cover external marketing 
efforts, product development, 
technical and management train- 
ing, and expert technical assist- 
ance. 


U.N. publishes population report 


By l ima NabO ■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fresh information 
on population growth prospects, 
migration trends, links between 
tins growth and economic growth 
and the impact of population on 
the environment are among the 
hi g hli ght s of this year’s State of 
the World Population Report 
published Wednesday by the Un- 
ited Nations Population Fund. 

The report calls for immediate 
and determined action to ba- 
lance population consumption 
and development patterns in 
order to put an end to absolute 
poverty, provide for human 
needs and protect the environ- 
ment. 

The report, entitled “A World 
in Balance,” publishes revised 
long-range population; projection 
from the United Nations Popula- 
tion Division, tiie first such fi- 
gures in ten years. These figures 
reveal that the world population 
in nrid-1992 will be 5.48 billion. It 
will reach six billion in 1998 and 
the annual addition to work! 
population m the next decade wifi 


average 97 million, the highest in 
history. 

The report said that nearly ail 
of this population growth will be 
in Attica, Asia and Latin Amer- 
ica. 

The report also reveals that the 
most likely projection of popula- 
tion growth implies 8.5 billion 
people by the year 2025 and a 
near doubling of world popula- 
tion to 10 -billion in 2050. 

• The report said much depends 
upon action to reduce family size 
during tiie next decade and that 
delay could make a difference of 
up to four billion to tiie size of the 
world’s population in 2050, equal 
to the whole world population in 
1975. 

The report revealed that de- 
veloping countries have improved 
living conditions - for increasing 
proportions of. their populations, 
but it points out that the number 
of die poor, illiterate and mal- 
nourished have continued to 
dimb. 

It said ending absolute poverty, 
improving health and education 
and raising the status of women 
will contribute to slower, more 


Educational process discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — The over- 
hauling of the educational pro- 
cess in Jordan is comprehensive, 
covering all educational aspects 
at all levels related to cunKula, 
textbooks, technical equipment, 
teachers, school admimstratiou, 
school buildings and legislations 
on education. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Educa- 
tion Thonqan Hindawi said 
Wednesday. 

The educational process is a 
national task undertaken by the 
Ministry of Education and is 
aimed at benefitting all social 
sectors in Jordan, said the minis- 
ter in an address at the opening of 
a two-day conference on printing 
and publishing schoolbooks and 
assessing the Jordanian experi- 
ment in book writing. 

. The meeting, organised by the 
Ministry of Education in coopera- 
tion with the British Council Cen- 
tre in Amman , is attended by 
eduationalists and (Experts on 
book publishing from Jordan and 
the United Kingdom. The orga- 
nisers said the participants will 
review working papers dealing 
with new school textbooks, tir 


role of authors and supervising 
teams in preparing these books, 
problems facing each party and 
projected solutions. 

The minister thanked Britain 
for its continued assistance to the 
Ministry of Education in the field 
of school textbooks and training 
teachers in Jordan and abroad. 
He voiced hope that the Jorda- 
nian and Bntish governments 
would pursue the course of dose 
cooperation with a view to help 
Jordan benefit from British ex- 
pertise. 

British Ambassador to Jordan 
Patrick Eyers made a speech 
paying tribute to His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
for their keenness in pursuing the 
educational development process 
in Jordan. 

- According to Dr. Ibrahim Al 
Akash, director of the Ministry of 
Education’s technical education, 
the conference will review prog- 
ress in implementing resolutions 
and recommendations passed by 
the 1987 National Educational 
Conference. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

tSt Exhibition of contemporary Canadian art at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts. 

4- Photography exhibition by Jean-Phifippe Reverdot at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of seven artists from the occupied territories — 
Tayseer a— nirat, Suleiman Mansour, Nabil Anani, Vera 
Tamari, Jawad Al Malhi, Ya’coub Al Kurd and Khalil Rabah 

at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery — 10 ajm .-8 

p.m. 

Hr Art «* ihit » w fiy Iraqi artist Haw m AI Rustam at the Housing 
Bank Gallery. 

* Exhibition of books in Arabic at the International Expo Centre, 
University Road. 

* Inhib ition of sculpture by Iraqi artists Jahl Al Znhaori and 
Amafid Al Hizba at Batedna Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 

■A- Exhibition of photos of the Hashemite Royal Family at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Maurice Haddad at Afia 
Art Gallery. 

* spring exhibition of BamHamida and the Jordan River designs 
at tiie Haj Hassan Estate, Abdoun Valley Road. 

& Turkish handicrafts exhibition entitled “From Yesterday to 
Totty” the Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

if Feature film entitled “On the Waterfront” at the American 
Centre — 7 p.m. 


balanced population growth. It 
called for a sustained and con- 
certed programme to start im- 
mediately. 

The report called for women's 
access to better education, health 
care and family planning and 
reduction in family size, avoiding 
births ' to mother under 20 and 
avoiding birth’s spaced closer 
than two years apart. 

Furthermore, the report 
pointed out that the increase in 
population growth can be of de- 
trimental consequence to the en- 
vironment It called for expan- 
sion of farm lands and control of 
water consumption, noting that 
the population growth in de- 
veloping countries is responsible 
for around 79 per cent of defore- 
station. 

■ • The report said working to- 
wards balanced population 
' growth is pari: of a broad strategy 
to reduce environmental impact 
- and achieve -the goal -of sustaina- 
bility. 
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Jordan as venue for 
Red Cross committee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
been selected as a venue for the 
International Committee of die 
Red Cross (ICRC) to cover 
humanitarian related matters in 
the Middle East region, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the 
head of the ICRC delegation in 
Amman, Michel Ducreaux. 

Mr. Ducreaux made the 
announcement Wednesday at a 
press briefing here daring which 
he said that under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath and 
with the participation of die Jor- 
dan National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS), die ICRC delega- 
tion is organising an exhibition 
and seminars on international 
humanitarian law which will take 
place from May 9 to 21 at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCQ in 
Amman . He said that in the 
framework of this event, the 
ICRC would like to transmit dear 
and comprehensive information 


to the public about its activities. 

Mr. Ducreaux said that Am- 
man was selected as a centre for 
ICRC Middle East activities in 
view of the Jordanian lead- 
ership’s deep concern over the 
defence of human rights and in 
light of the atnKKpbcrc of demo- 
cracy prevailing in the Kingdom, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The seminars will died tight on 
the Geneva Conventions and re- 
lated protocols concerning huma- 
nitarian law and its applications 
during war or peace time and 
concerning the treatment of pris- 
oners of war and civilian popula- 
tion alike, Mr. Ducreaux added. 

He said that the exhibition will 
last for 13 days, but the seminars 
will continue for three days. 

Officials from public adminis- 
trations in Jordan, university pro- 
fessors, students, diplomats, and 
officials from the Ministries of 
Information, Education, Interior 


and Justice, as well as the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces and repre- 
sentatives of U.N. agencies oper- 
ating in Jordan, will take part in 
the event. 

Mr. Ducreaux said that 
Geneva-based experts on huma- 
nitarian law will be lecturing at 
the seminars along with special- 
ists from Jordan and Egypt. 

The ICRC office, which has 
been operating in Jordan sum* 
1967, has been keen on providing 
services to victims of war and 
families separated through the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine as 
well as services to detainees in the 
occupied territories and other re- 
lated tasks. 

During the Gulf crisis, the 
ICRC closely cooperated with the 
Jordanian government and the 
JNRCS in helping more than 
100,000 evacuees from Kuwait 
and Iraq by providing relief 
assis tance and setting op camps 
for the displaced people. 


Jordanian delegation to take part in 
Arab Parliamentary Union meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A parliamen- 
tary delegation led by Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat left Am- 
man for Tunis Wednesday to take 
part in the emergency meeting of 
the Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) due to open Saturday. 

Dr. Arabiyat, who is accompa- 
nied by Dr. Saeed Tal, member 
of the Senate, and Dr. Abdullah 
Akailefa, member of the Lower 
House, said in a pre-departure 
statement that the emergency 
meeting will discuss the on-going 
events related to Libya’s dispute 
with the Western countries over 
the Lockerbie affair. He said that 


the meeting was called in order to 
define a pan-Arab parliamentary 
stand vis-a-vis the issue. 

In its past meeting, held in 
January, the AFU decided to 
support Libya and sent joint de- 
legations to a number of nations 
concerned over the issue to ex- 
plain Libya’s stand. Dr. Arabiyat 
noted. 

He said that the Tunis meeting 
will review the outcome of the 
delegation’s tours and define 
stepstobe taken in the face of the 
Western challenge which, he 
said, is a challenge directed to all 
nations. 

The Libyan dispute with the 


Western countries is currently 
being examined by the Arab 
League Council in Cairo held at 
the Foreign Ministers level. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Aba 
Jaber, who is attending the ses- 
sions, told Jordan Television 
Tuesday evening that the Foreign 
Ministers might reach a com- 
promise solution to the issue 
leading to a kind of reconcilia- 
tion. Dr. Aba Jaber said that the 
Arab League meeting was a step 
in the right direction and Jordan 
supports a joint effort to reach a 
final settlement by peaceful 
means. 


U.N. mission to investigate 
Israeli human rights violations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
member U.N., fact-finding mis- 
sion is due here on May 2 on a 
four-day visit to Jordan during 
which its members will bold in- 
vestigations on Israeli human 
rights violations and conditions 
prefolGhgJu rider .Israeli occupa- 
tion rale in Palestine. 

’ An official from the United 
Nations Development Program- 


me (UNDP) in Amman told the 
Jordan Times that the delegation 
members, comprising the Sri 
Lankan U.N. ambassador and 
representatives from Senegal and 
Yugoslavia, will be accompanied 
by a 12-member staff to help the 
U.N. team cany -out its task in 
Jordan. 

The delegation members due 
from Damascus will hold several 


meetings with Jordanian govern- 
ment officials and citizens in the 
course of their investigations of 
Israeli human rights violations, 
the official noted. He said that a 
full report on the team’s work 
covering contacts and meetings in 
Syria and Jordan will be submit- 
ted to the U.N. Human Rights 
Committee. 
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Step in history 

THE SYRIAN decision to let go of Syrian Jews and give 
them the right to travel abroad freely is a step in the right 
direction on more than one count. From a strictly human 
rights view, the Syrian Jews are first and foremost Syrian 
nationals, with the same rights and duties like aU other 
Syrians, irrespective of their faith or racial or ethnic origins. 
If there is an element of surprise in the Damascus agreement 
to grant Syrian Jews basic liberties, like the right to leave 
and return to their homeland, it is the lateness of this 
important decision. Syrian Jews should have been accorded 
such elementary rights right from the outset instead of now 
when it may give credence to the argument that the Syrian 
leadership has taken this step out of a desire to appease 
Washington and other Western capitals at a time when the 
Syrian regime has increasingly become the target of Israeli 
attacks and accusations that it is still engaged in state 
terrorism and therefore should continue to be victimised by 
the principal partners in the new international order. But 
having taken this important step, Syria deserves to be 
commended for it instead of watering down file impact of its 
belated positive direction. Not that the Syrian government is 
asking for a quick quid pro quo for its good deed. Rather, It 
is the duty of the international community, including Israel 
and its allies, to be the first to recognise the significance of 
this Syrian measure and give it its due. 

The Syrian leadership may have aimed to improve the 
dimate of the ongoing peace talks. So it remains to be, in 
any event, a strong signal from Damascus that it seeks 
reconciliation and an amelioration of the negotiating trimos- 
phere surro unding both the bilateral and the mu lt il at eral 
peace parleys. This Syrian initiative is also part and parcel 
of the overall Arab posture that is increasingly bending 
backwards in order to give peace in the Middle East the 
chance of a lifetime. The Arab side has yet to receive similar 
signals from Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir ff a 
permanent and just peace in the region is to be attained. 
Israel would be wrong if it persisted to contend that the 
more the Arab ride -isvpnt under pressure the more the 
concessions that can be extracted from them are. 

Where the Syrian Jews who opt to leave their homeland 
would end up is something that Is still open for conjecture. 
There is always a danger that their loyalty to Syria may have 
been irrevocably alienated in recent times, especially since 
the eruption of the Arab-lsraeli conflict. And most prob- 
ably, their first loyalty, like that of all other Jews in the 
diaspora, is to Israel rather than to the country of their birth 
and livelihood. Yet, this is a time to make amends and go 
forward with more and more confidence-building measures. 
Whether the Syrian Jews, who choose to foresake their 
country, Syria, would contribute eventually to the peace- 
bnUding process or not is something that should not affect 
the manner the subject of Syrian Jewish immigration is to 
proceed. After all, if they harbour ill feelings for Syria, 
Syrian best interests would lie more in allowing them to 
leave rather than in preventing them from doing so. Bat if 
they leave with positive impressions, chances are that they 
may end up building bridges of communication between the 
two sides. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily bitterly attacked the Western nations, led 
by the United Stales for delaying the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions concerning the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
The Arab-lsraeli negotiations, which started in Madrid, then 
moved to Washington, and one expected later to move to Rome, 
have led nowhere so far and the Western powers still hold on to 
what they call the international legitimacy, in* name only, while 
implementing what they interpret of this legitimacy on Iraq alone, 
the paper said. The U.S.-led alliance did not wait for six months 
before it launched aggression on Iraq, under the umbrella of the 
Security Council, but it is delaying the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions passed nearly 25 years ago, the paper 
continued. The Western colonial powers were impatient with Iraq 
and used force to evict its troops from the Gulf emirate, but they 
continue to starve its people and continue to impose an embargo 
on the civilian population of Iraq, depriving them of the right to 
exist, the paper added. Nothing is being done against Israel, 
which continues to defy the U.N. Security Council and its 
resolutions and consolidate its hold over occupied territory killing 
Palestinians and seizing Arab land to build settlements, the paper 
said. No embargo is being imposed on the Israelis to force them to ■ 
leave Arab territory they have been occupying since 1967, and 
everything is being done to force the Iraqis to succumb to the will 
of the colonialists, paper said. It said that with the encouragement 
of the United States and its allies, Israel has been committing 
atrocities against the Palestinians and aborting all attempts to. 
reach a final settlement to the Arab-lsraeli question, thus 
rendering the negotiations fruitless. 

Following four rounds of fruitless talks between the Arabs and the 
Israelis in Washington, the Arab parties have decided to postpone 
all negotiations until after the Israeli parliamentary elections, said 
Sawt A1 Shaab daily. This is a very important step in die right 
direction and could usher in a firm stand on the part of the Arab 
panics vis-a-vis Israel's procrastination with regard to the 
implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions, said the 
daily. The Arab parties have finally realised that Israel is delaying 
taking any meaningful decision concerning the future of the 
occupied Arab lands as long as Likud is in power and pending the 
outcome of the parliamentary elections in Israel , the paper added. 
No doubt the Arab parties have gone through a very bitter , 
experience with the Israeli negotiators who have been putting off 
any discussion of matters of substance so for, the paper said. 
There is no doubt also that the presidential elections in the United 
States are also delaying Bush administration firm action vis-a-vis 
the implementation of resolutions concerning the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict and the Palestine problem, the paper said. It added that 
the Arab governments have realised that negotiating with the 
Israelis before the two elections was a mere waste of time and 
effort, noting that they took the right decision in postponing any 
future talks until the elections have been completed. It said that 
die decision, among the negotiators, to stop the talks at this 
juncture reflects the Arab parties' unity of action. 


fellow 

Zionist 


By Donald Neff 

THERE was an extraordinary 
spectacle at the annual dinner of 
Israel’s U.S. lobby, the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee 
AIPAC, on April, 7. At a time 
when the U.S. was publicly accus- 
ing Israel of illegally transferring 
American technology and when 
the U.N. was publidy demanding 
that Israel stop profligately killing 
Palestinians, Vice President 
Quayle addressed some 2,000 of 
Israel’s most ardent supporters as 
‘iiellow Zionists.” 

Mr. Quayle, noted more for his 
golf game than for his grasp of 
. geopolitics, assured strongly sup- 
ported Israel despite current ten- 
sions over his demand for a settle- 
ment freeze in return for a SlObn 
loan guarantee. He said: “I am 
here as George Bush's vice-presi- 
dent to underscore his commit- 
ment to Israel. The bumps in the 
road trouble him and all of us 
deeply, but they do not change or 
threaten the basic principles be- 
hind our relationship.” 

But the Israeli supporters were 
having none of it. Silence or boos 
greeted mention of Mr. Bush's 
name, even when Mr. Quayle 
sought to assure the group that 
Mr. Bush's public complaint last 
autumn about pro-Israel lobbying 
did not mean to imply lews wens 
displaying dual loyalty. In fact, 
the anti-Bush mood was such that 
AlPAC's executive director, 
Thomas Dine, issued what, 
amounted to a declaration of war 
against Mr. Bush’s Middle East 
policies. 

Mr. Dine lambasted Mr. 
Bush’s September remarks, 
saying the president had “ques- 
tioned the right of American 
citizens... to lobby on this issue. 
Like the Indian elephant, we 
shall not forget. We are not going 
away. We are here. And we will 
not be intimidated." Nor, warned 
Mr. Dine, was the loan guarantee 
issue over yet: “We cannot and 
will not give up until we succeed. 
Ultimately, we will succeed in 
securing these guarantees. Our 
work just begins. We need to find 
new friends to bring to Con- 
gress.” 

For Mr. Bush, dial was not 
welcome news. Though small in 
numbers, the Jewish community 
exercises a major political influ- 
ence through campaign donations 
to those who support Israel. It 
was this fact that helped explain 
why — when Israel’s repute is 
lower than ever — 46 senators 
and 72 representatives were con- 
cerned enough to cultivate Jewish 
support in, the coming elections to 
attend the annual dinner and 
gave ringing support to America’s 
“fellow democracy” — Middle 
East International. 


AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee) held its 1992 
Policy Conference in Washington on April 5-7. NAAA (National 
Association of Arab Americans) Executive Director Khalil 
Jahshan. in a memorandum issued on April 9, 1992, makes an 
' evaluation of the conference, noting that the strongest pro-Israel 
lobby group in the U.S. was on the defensive after the U.S. 
postponed granting an Israeli requested loan guarantees of $10 
billion last year. AIPAC members were urged at Che conference 
to- redouble effort on the loan guarantees and to adopt a unified 
stand regarding unconditional aid to Israel, Mr. Jahshan said. 
Following is the full text of his evaluation, which NAAA made 
available to the Jordan Times: 


Congressional, community, and 
AIPAC speakers made many 
comments about keeping dis- 
agreements within the commun- 
ity, refraining from public state- 
ments, and keeping disagreement 
“inside the tent." The frequency 
and fervor of their protests on 
this core appears to indicate a 
high level of anxiety, both in 
terms of the likelihood of such 
disclosures and the damage they 
could do to AlPAC's position. 



The Israeli government was 
represented by Ambassador Zal- 
man Shoval. He was a lower- 
ranking official than had been 
sent in 1990 -and 1991, when 
'Israeli Cabinet members 
attended the AIPAC conference. 
Mr. Shoval spoke on behalf of the 
Israeli “maximalist" position, 
advocating, for example, the un- 
restricted right of Israeli citizens 
to settle in all parts of “Eretz 
Yisrael." About 20-30 per cent of 
the crowd stood up and cheered 
this statement; the rest appeared 
for less enthusiastic. 

AIPAC speakers, including 
newly elected President David 
Steiner, Executive Director Tho- 
mas Dine and Representative 
Lawrence Smith, (Democrat 
from Florida), expressed outrage 
over President Bush’s speech of 
September 12, 1991, which they 
characterised as an attack on 
their civil right to petition Con- 
gress. Speeches by Republicans 
praising Mr. Bush for his efforts 
on behalf of Israel seemed to get 
a positive response from no more 
than about 20-25 per cent of the 
crowd, and comments by Demo- 
cratic speakers 'alleging that 
Mr. Bush was no friend of Israel 
were welcomed by 60-70 per cent. 


AIPAC officials, however, were 
careful to avoid an explicit call for 
Mr. Bosh's ouster, although Mr. 
Dine did term the day of Mr. 
Bush’s speech in which he de- 
scribed himself as one person 
against 1,000 (AIPAC) lobbyists 
as “a day that will live in infamy." 

Mr. Steiner stated that he be- 
came euphoric listening to 
speeches by Chairman Ron 
Brown of the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee and keynote speak- 
er Senator Joseph Biden, Demo- 
crat for Delaware, _but failed to 
single out for 'praise the no less 
pro-Israeli speeches of Senator 
Connie Mack, Republican From 
Florida, and Richard Bond, 
Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. In other 
words, he appeared to single ont 
Democratic statements for 
favour, while ignoring Republi- 
can speeches that were no less 
friendly to Israel. 

Keynote speaker Biden 
claimed that U.S. administration 
policy towards Israel was 
“absurd” and would lead to 
“atrocities.” U.S. pressure on 
Israel, he contended, would les- 
sen Israeli flexibility in the peace 
process and appeared to be really 
intended to force the Israeli 
electorate to vote. Mr. Shamir 
out of office. Israel, he went on, 
was an asset for the United States 
and had been instrumental in 
defeating what he described as 
“anti-Western Pan- Arab ism. The 
United States, he said, owes 
Israel. Audience applause 
appeared to be strong and sup- 
portive, but few people (esti- 
mated at 10 per cent of the 
audience) gave a standing ovation 
to these remarks. Mr. Biden cal- 
led on the American Jewish com- 
munity to stop arguing in public 
about Israeli policy, chastised the 
audience for hesitancy in promot- 
ing the cause of Israel, said that 
supporters of Israel had nothing 
to apologize for, and explained 
that “you don’t have to be a Jew 
to be a Zionist." These state- 
ments appeared to be- met with 
minimal applause and some 
em harassment. 

Vice President Dan Quayle 
opened his speech by addressing 
“Fellow Zionists!” a statement 
that received thunderous ap- 
plause. Mr. Steiner had earlier 
described Mr. Quayle as Israel's 
best friend in the administration 
and “a heartbeat away from the 
presidency,” and claimed he de- 
served the credit for the 1991 
repeal of the 1975 U.N. General 
Assembly resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. Mr. Quayle 
received equally thunderous ap- 
plause when he affirmed the Un- 
ited States and Israel would be 
friends forever. His statement 
that George Bush was a true 
friend of Israel, however, evoked 


boos and hisses from the crowd. 

Representative Smith express- 
ed his “outrage” over what -he 
termed the president's attempt to 
condemn the American Jewish 
community for its support of 
Israel, and bad characterised the 
community as if American Jews 
were “fifth columnists.” Mr. 
Bush, he went on, had “poisoned 
the well” and bis statement had 
helped spur anti-semitism across 
America. These allegations were 
greeted with enthusiasm by the 
crowd. 

Initiatives 

AIPAC plans to concentrate 
on three main efforts between 
now and the election. The first is 
to try to obtain unconditional 
loan guarantees — the full $10 
billion — or, at least, to lay the 
groundwork for such guarantees. 
Second, AIPAC wiJI try to inform 
both Congress and the American 
people of the economic benefits 
of both the guarantees and the 
“standard” Israeli loan package. 
Third AIPAC will lobby against 
the proposed sale of 72 American 
F-15 fighter aircraft to Saudi Ara- 
bia on the grounds that it will 
threaten Israel. 

AIPAC speeches indicated that 
the lobby intends to strike at 
Mr.Busfa and Mr. Baker for what 
it termed their support and in- 
tervention on behalf of uncon- 
ditional loan guarantees to Iraq 
before the Gulf war. These 
guarantees, they claim, bave 
already cost the U.S. taxpayer 
over $300 million. Mr. Bush will 
be depicted as a friend to tyrants 
and despots (including, they con- 
tend, King Hussein of Jordan) 
and an opponent of the “only 
true democracy in the Middle 
East.” 

Other initiatives will include: 

— Support of the peace process 
via direct negotiations, and for the 
multilateral talks on regional 
issues; 

— Calling for the unilateral 
end of the Arab economic boycott, 
public remarks by Arab govern- 
ments critical of Israel, and the 
state of war against Israel; 

— To increase U.S. economic 
and strategic cooperation with 
Israel; 

— To combat the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction 
and Islamic fundamentalism in 
the Middle East; 

— The halting of the intifada 
and all other acts of violence 
against Israel and moving the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem. 

These, however, will receive 
less attention. 

Composition 

Thomas Dine claimed that over 
2,100 participants were present, 
of which 1,015 were students. 

A total of 46 senators and 78 
representatives were present at 
jtbe gala dinner banquet. AIPAC 
states that the number of senators 
attending is a record, but the 
number of representatives pre- 
sent represents a decline from the 
nearly 100 representatives who 
attended in 1990. AIPAC Leg- 
islative Director Ester Kurz ex- 
plained that many members of 
Congress were in their home dis- 
tricts to campaign. 


United Germany has growing 
pains as it seeks new identity 


By Maud S. Beelman 

. The Associated Press 

BONN, G_ERMANY - A united 
Germany is having a hard time 
finding its place in a changing 
Europe. 

A country of 80 million, Ger- 
many has economic might and a 
geographic location that makes it 
a political linchpin of Europe.. 

But 18 months after unifica- 
tion, a Germany burdened by its 
Nazi past is still learning its new 
role. 

Even as President Richard von 
Weiszaecker makes his first state 
visit to the United States this 
week, there is controversy over 
how Germany's past should guide 
its future. 

“The general problem of the 
Germans is that in the World War 
n, we were an occupation power 
everywhere," said Jochen Thies, 
editor of Europa-Archiv, the 
German society for foreign policy 
journal. 

"When you always argue the 
World War II, how can you then 
allow the Germans to take over 
any responsibility?" 

Before unification. West Ger- 
many was a loyal and largely 
quiet behind-the-scenes player in 
the western alliance. Since 1990, 
however, Germany has become 
active in foreign policy, especially 
on such issues as Yugoslavia. 

In the developing countries of 
Eastern Europe, German com- 
panies have moved in rapidly, 

Germany has sunk billions of 
marks into the former Soviet Un- 
ion, in part to secure Moscow's 
approval for unification. 


It is the largest foreign investor 
in Poland and provides nearly 70 
per cent of foreign investment in 
Czechoslovakia. The German 
mark is Eastern Europe's shadow 
currency, and Germany competes 
,wirh English as a second lan- 
"guage. 

“The Deutsche marks will go 
further than the tanks ever did," 
said Andrei Markovits, a German 
-specialist at Harvard University's 
Centre for European Studies. 

But the economic dominance, 
combined with Bonn’s more 
aggressive foreign policy, a grow- 
ing right wing and Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's highly publicised 
meeting with Austria’s Nazi- 
tainted president blur the picture 
of a Germany with specific goals. 

“The Germans have difficulty 
in defining their future role. 
Actually, they don't want to play 
any additional roles,” said Horst 
Teltschik, Mr. Kohl’s former 
foreign affairs adviser. 

“The Europeans expect from 
Germany a stronger role, more 
responsibility, and the Germans, 
in my view, don't know how to 
react to this. The past is still part 
of our fate, and we have to take it 
into account in everything we 
do.” Mr. Thies said there was 
“no master plan’’ for German 
hegemony, adding, “we are by- 
far less certain about things than 
we may look.” 

But German leaders are clear 
on the need for economic support 
of the political reforms in Eastern 
Europe. When refugees flee 
Yugoslavia or Romania, • many 
come to Germany. The influx has 
fueled xenophobia and attacks on 
foreigners. Politicians are locked 


in debate over whether to change 
the constitutional open-door asy- 
lum policy and write an immigra- 
tion law. 

Der Spiegel, the influential 
weekly, recently conducted that 
Germany is on its way to Euro- 
pean supremacy without having 
defined its own future. 

The government sends some 
conflicting signals. 

Shortly before the state elec- 
tions in early April, Mr. Kohl 
ended the international isolation 
of Austria's Kurt Waldheim by 
meeting him in Munich. Mr. Kohl 
then lashed out at Jews who 
criticised the meeting. 

Earlier, Germany had slapped 
an arms embargo on NATO-ally 
Turkey, condemning its use of 
German-supplied weapons to 
fight Kurdish rebels. 

President Turgut Ozal of Tur- 
key followed with a salvo of his 
own, saying a united Germany 
was acting a lot like Hitler's 
Germany. 

Although Germany is a leading 
proponent of European unity, it 
rejects pleas from the European 
Community and Washington that 
it should lower interest rates to 
promote economic growth. 

Questions about Germany's 
new role began just months after 
unification, when Bonn refused 
to send troops to the Gulf war, 
dting a constitutional prohibition 
that scholars later questioned. 

Then late last year, Germany 
forced fellow European Com- 
munity members into recognising 
the breakaway Yugoslav repub- 
lics of Croatia and Slovenia. Ser- 
bia accused Germany of planning 
to create a fourth Reich. 


Mr. Kohl's insistence that Ger- 
many become an official Euro- 
pean Community language and 
suggestions that Germany de- 
serves a permanent seat on the 
U.N. Security Council further 
fuel questions about German in- 
tentions. 

Much of German foreign policy 
has been driven by Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
dier. But Mr. Genscher 
announced Monday that be is 
stepping down, and some policy 
changes may be in store. 

Michel Friedman, a member of 
♦he Central Council of Jews in 
Germany, says policy seems 
based on outmoded ideas and a 
lack of vision. 

“For a society which is in such 
change, this is a very difficult 
thing. There are.no impulses of 
ideas or visions where to go with 
this big Germany,” said Mr. 
Friedman, a Frankfurt lawyer. 

He said the attraction of right- 
wing parties to young voters and 
the economic burdens and in- 
tegration problems of unification 
create “a very dangerous period 
in Germany." 

But he and others say Germany 
and its critics must walk a fine 
line between guarding agai nst the 
dangers and overemphasising 
them. 

“I think we have to be very 
cautious interpreting what Ger- 
many does, paying too much 
heed to what Germany did 50 
years ago, and perhaps give it a 
.little more credit for working with 
European partners,” said Jeff 
Thinnes, deputy director of the 
Aspen Institute in Berlin. 


letters v; 

Professional reporting 


To the Editor. 

Your publication of the contentsoftfae 
statement in Amman, in which it protested the attttode of some 
Jordanian writers towards the U.N. decision on the ctehaeation of 
borders between Kuwait and Iraq, deserves a st^rta^ovation. 

First, it is wily professional to, at least* report the “hews". 
Second, democratic practice should not be soced according to 
whims, and cannot be healthy, if practised here and ignored 

there. . 

It is time some journalists understood that democracy is a 

two-way street. . _ . vr J . .. . 

Of come this has nothing to do with thetLN. aectson on the 

delineation of the Kowaiti-fraqi borders, winch is only one of the 
many tragic results of the Gulf crisis. 

This case is just another reminder of the abused and the 
abusers, of the state of open-mindedness in our Jordanian society. 

A concerned 
Jordanian dHup 

The right to opine 

To the Editor: < 

Mr. Ara Vosldan, in his letter titled To Call a Spade a. Spade of 
April, 26, is surely entitled to disagree with the views expressed 
by Mr. Ali Dincer on the Karabakh (a Turkish word meaning 
black vineyard) crisis and to express bis own. I was dismayed, 
however, to see that he also felt entitled to avail himself of your' 
indulgence to go on to incriminate Turkey — totally out of 
context — with his version of the tragic events that took place 80 
years earlier. I deem it pointless to argue with him on those 
events, their origins or the circumstances enveloping them, which 
must be left to the analysis and judgement of unbiased historians. 
Suffice it to say, nonetheless, that few respected historians are 
willing to be impressed by Mr. Vos Irian’s propagandists allega- 
tions. Incidentally, the Ottoman archives — and o there — are 
available to whoever is bold enough to face the facts as they were. 

The approach of Mr. Voskian to the ongoing Karabakh dispute 
is not less disturbing. I was truly upset to note that a citizen (I 
presume) of Jordan — our country which cherishes the principle 
of non-aquisition of territory by force as the main pillar of its 
foreign policy — could so unscrupulously approve aggressive 
policies of expansion when it comes to Armenia. Mr. Voskian 
must be reminded that not only Mr. Dincer and/or his colleagues 
in the Turkish Parliament, but all CSCE countries — and decent 
people everywhere — have censured attempts by Armenia to 
change forcibly the internationally recognised status of Karabakh. 

As for Mr. Voskian ’s Armenian aspirations directed towards 
Turkish territory, let us hope, for the sake of all concerned, that 
such fantasies are his alone and do not correspond to the vision of 
people who hold responsible offices in. Yerevan. 

Ferda Suleiman, 
P.O. Box 425017, 
Jahal Nasser, 

A mman . 

Peace through justice 

To Hie Editor: 

i 

I wish to comment on the letter “Peace option” of A 


distortion of historical facts and ignorance of the realities On the ground" 
may make a peaceful solution doubtful and may even escalate the ongoing; 
undeclared war between the Armenians and Azeris. 

Being a teacher of hwtoty, I wish to refute the accusations thrown so 
mischievously at the Armenians. * 

The letter mentions Armenian atrocities perpetrated at Khojali on' 
February 28, 1992. (A) From the first days, pictures of these so called' 
atrocities were refuted by French TV correspondents as fabricated. (B) 
The American correspondent was taken from Baku to Kboiafi that same 
day, since the Armenians bad given 48 hours for the evacuation of rivffian 
population and the' removal of Grad missiles which were pounding; 
me aty ot Stepanakert. The Azeri civilians did not move and were caught 
in cross fire. However, this same American correspondent was obliged to . 
rescind his eyewitness report a few days later in a long, second article in 
the Boston Globe. He ended his report by saying that he couldn't 
understand "how Azeri women and children were killed and mutilated so 
near to the safety of Azeri lines," which gives credit to the Armenian 
argument that the Azeri Omon security forces themselves organised some ; 
of the killings as a propaganda stunt to impress the American correspon- 
dent and world public opinion. (C) It is also very interesting that Mr. ' 
Mutalibov (former president of Azerbaijani in an interview in Moscow on 
April 2— Nezaviamaya Gazetta — with a Czech correspondent; confessed 
openly that the Khojali scenario was 'The work of Azeris.” j 

Nagoroo Karabakh is completely inside Azeri territory. 4,000 square 
km. out.of 86,000 square km. of Azeri territory. The Azeris are about 5 
million inhabitants while the people of Karabakh do not exceed 200,000. 
The Azeri forces are far more numerous and better equipped -with 
weapons coming from brotherly neighbours. More than half the buildings 
in Stepan ken (the capital of Karabakh) bave been bombed and 
demolished while TV pictures show Armenian militiamen with outdated 
shotguns and Kalashnikovs, fighting a hit and run guerrilla .wiuvFar the ' 
Armenians of Karabakh, it is a defensive war of survival. A war Thrust 
upon them by Azeri cruelties and violence. No self-respecting person can , 
deny the massacres of Sumgait and Baku in Febniary'19ffl or the 
annihilation of the town of Kirovabad, to mention only onejq^the 43 
villages burnt by Azeri irregulars. 

The Armenians arc defending themselves. They are obliged jodefend 
their homes, their children, their farms and their lives. To sav. that the 
Armenians have aggressive intentions, is to make a mockery of ample 
logic. _ ■ • 

It b the Azeris who have aggressive intentions. Wasn't it Mr ..'James 
Baker who, months ago, said that the Azeris were arming? I would say, 
being armed. Taking advantage of the chaos following the demise of the 
Soviet Union they wish to solve, once and for all, the Karabakh problem 
just like their brothers in 1915, who, while World War I was raging on.. 
solved the Armenian problem in Mood, by massacring dose to two million 
innocent Armenians and burning thousands of Armenian villages — the 
first genocide of the 20th century which went unpunished. .... 

As regards the argument that Karabakh was never ruled by Armenia. I 
wish to (Joint oat that by the treaty of Turkman Chai in L828, lands north 
of the river Ana were incorporated into the Russian Gzarist empire. 
There were no Azeri people then, only Turkic speaking Tatar and Mongol 
tribes, semi-autonomous khanates like the khanate of Baku, Karabakh, 
Shirvan, Yerevan, Nachicfaevan, etc. (The name Azeri was first used in 
1919). The Armenians had been living in those mountainous regions for 
thousands of years. Perhaps if proper human rights were respected, it 
would still be possible for the two ethnic groups to coexist and work for a 
better life for both. * 

It is true that the CSCE decided that political frontiers should remain ■ 
unchanged. But the letter does not mention that the same CSCE also 
decided that Karabakh should be granted complete and real autonomy- 
The Armenians an fighting, are obliged to fight, for their oratories- - 
old homeland, just like other oppressed people all over the world. ‘ 
The Armenians of Karabakh have, from the very first day in 1919 when » 
the region was temporarily put under Azeri jurisdiction through the 
mac hinati ons of the Turkish government, pending the so lunoo of the 
Armenian question at Versailles in 1919, protested and rebelled against * 
this unjust arrangement, first orchestrated by the Britons in 1919 (in 
return for Baku oil) and later consecrated by Stalin in 1923. They bave ' 
over the past 70 years petitioned Moscow, many times, asking for. real 
cultural and economic autonomy and a desire for self-determination , 
leading to unity with Armenia. 

It is wrong to say that Armenian, Rationalistic and expansionist 
intentions are en dang ering “peace.” It would be true to say that ugjOsg the 
rights of small nations are respected, unless injustices committed by die 
strong are rectified, there will always exist unexpected dn nw-ra to world 
peace. 

Aoahid Dbran VoGfceritduan, 
P.O. BOX 445, 
Axiun&B' 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication,, however, should contain the writer’s full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for tire retain of unused 
manuscripts. • 
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By Aim tawqmi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Everyone has 
some kind of disability, we ail 
have our weak points. Some 
of these disabilities are more 
dear to the eye than others. ” 
ms is the way Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’ad Ibn 
Zeid views the state of hand- 
icapped people in society, to 
whose training and welfare 
he dedicates a great amount 
of bis time in his capacity as 
president of the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped (JSFH). 

A section of society not 
very often talked about, the 
handicapped are of growing 
and constant concern to com- 
munities worldwide. Wi thin 
Jordan’s limi ted abilities , the 
.handicapped in the Kingdom 
are steadily getting the care 
and attention they need in 
specialised centres through- 
out the country. There is still 
however a lot of work to be 
done. 

■ In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Prince Ra’ad 
underlined the importance of 
seriousness and continuity in 
welfare work so'as to reap the 
maximum degree of positive 
resuits. He talked of the be- 
ginnings, expansion, achieve- 
ments, problems and future 
hopes of the JSFH. 

Care for the handicapped 
in Jordan has come a long 

■ way since its modest begin- 
' nings two decades ago. A lot 

■ of effort has been exerted to 
‘ upgrade the facilities and 
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in cen- icaps. Among the centres 
h country. affiliated with the JSFH arc 
rSOspe- Farah-the Royal Jordanian 
working Rehabilitation Centre, Maf- 
te their raq Care Centre, Zarqa 
provid- National Qub for the physi- 
ion and ■ caily handicapped , Nazik AJ 
dicapped Hariri Special Education 
Centre , the Special Educa- 
in, tion Centre-Young Women’s 
ty the idea Muslim Association, the 
busef AJ Swedish Organisation for In- 
time, re- dividual Relief, A1 Noor to- 
uch a fed- . stitute for the Blind, Queen 
to group Alia Centre for the Deaf-, 
e hand- Russaifa, the Holy Land 
Society For The Deaf-Salt 
ities and and many others, 
the cen- Prince Ra’ad said that 

id use there were now specialised 
the de- centres throughout the capit- 
and en- 'at, and in Zarqa and Irbid. 
ed per- There is a need, however, to 
they can have centres in other gov- 
intosod- emorates like Karak and 
-depea- Aqaba , he added. 

Jordan had its first hand- 
JSFH in- icapped sports team in bas- 
‘vefopment ketbaU in 1982-83. Over the 
d common- years other sports, such as 
the public athletics, table teams, hand- 
warding the ball, soccer, weight-lifting, 
encourag- volleyball and most recently 
w into sod- archery and fencing, were 
expertise introduced, 
id interna- Jordanian handicapped 
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i handicap- competitions, 
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development of the mentally 
handicapped is the Jordan 
Spedal Olympics Organisa- 
tion which also coordinates 
with the JSFH but has been 
given an independent status 
since 1987. 

One of the biggest centres 
dealing with the mentally 
handicapped is the Nazek AJ 
Hariri Centre for Special 
Education founded in 1984 in 
Amman. The centre aims at 
training the mentally hand- 
icapped in academic skills, 
providing soda! education, 
recreation and medical care 
to the mentally handicapped • 
and family counselling to 
their parents. Among the 
centre’s other aims is provid- 
ing technical know-how , 
training and up-to-date in- 
formation to instructors, 

_ coaches and those involved in 
’ the welfare of the mentally 
handicapped. 

To this end the Nazik A1 
Hariri Centre’s latest activity 
was a ten-day training semi- 
nar conducted by an Amer- 
ican specialist in the Geld of 
Special Olympics. The semi- 
nar, organised by the Jordan 
Special Olympics Organisa- 
tion in cooperation with 
Sports America and the 
American embassy in Am- 
man, aimed at providing in- 
struction in the Spedal Olym- 
pics programme in general as 
well as the skills, regulations 
and rules of athletics and' 
gymnastics. The specialist, 
Trina Stein, who is a member 
of the Idaho Spedal Olym- 
pics Organisation, bad also 
visited Spain, Morocco, Col- 
umbia, as well as making 
extensive travels throughout 
die United States. “I’m very 
impressed with the (Efferent, 
individual centres for the 
1 handicapped in Jordan, ” she 
told the Jordan Times. 

Thirty-five instructors and 
coaches participated in the- 
training seminar held at the 




Prince Ra’ad Ban ZaU 

Nazik A1 Hariri Centre and 
at the JSFH. According to 
Ms. Stein, participants would 
come out knowing the techni- 
ques of training the mentally 
handicapped in athletics and 
gymnastics. 

Dr. Yasser Salem, director 
of the Nazik AJ Hariri Centre 
and national director of the 
Jordan Spedal Olympics told 
the Jordan Times that the 
Kingdom had become a 
member of tbe International 
Spedal Olympics in 1986 and 
that a lot of effort was being 
made to assure the continuity 
of training tbe mentally hand- 
icapped all-year round, to 
addition to participating in 
tbe 1987 and 1991 Spedal 
Olympics, Jordanian athletes 
also took part in tbe 1990 
European Championships in 
Scotland, which were also 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

Jordan Spedal Olympics 
athletes hope to take part in 
the 1995 Summer Olympics, 
due to take place dther in . 
Athens or Dallas. 

Work in the care and train- 


ing of the handicapped still 
has a long way to go. Orga- 
nisers face lack of foods and 
human resources such as 
trainers, instructors and 
volunteers. There is also tbe 
need for more centres in the 
country. 

“Effective, serious, consis- 
tent and responsible organis- 
ers and officials are needed to 
assure the continuity and up- 
grading of tbe current facili- 
ties and services.” Prince 
Ra’ad said. 

“We need people to reach 
out and help in any way 
possible. This kind of work 
requires that everyone work 
together to help as much as 
possible. We’ve achieved 
quite a lot in a short time, but 
there’s still much to be done. 

te Worlring with the hand- 
icapped requires understand- 
ing awareness and patience. 
I hope the young generation 
will play a bigger role in the 
future. Putting a smile on a 
handicapped person's face 
gives one an immense sense 
of achievement,” Prince 
Ra’ad said. 
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Sight. But touchdown 
plunges yon smack info Rus- 
sian life. 

Huge queues snake toward 
passport booths staffed by 
boyish-looking border guards 
in green uniform who gaze at 
the back (yes , back) of your 
head via a specially angled 
minor, the only other use of 
which might be to detect tbe 
presence of a dwarf trying to 
sneak in undetected. 

The place is in semi-dark- 
ness. Trolleys have dis- 
appeared. Customs rules are 
so restrictive you have almost 
no dance of using tbe green 
(nothing to declare) channel, 
which stays empty while tbe red 
channels are dogged. 

Fancy a meal at certain 
restaurants? Only if the 
worst comes to the worst,” 
says one guidebook. No, 
even worse could follow — 


Moscow’s brands of stomach 
upsets are pretty ferocious. 
Count on being fairly ill. 

You travel along sweeping 
10 -lane boulevards. Then you 
turn off into a sides treet cra- 
tered with potholes that 
would shame tbe most cash- 
straped Third World State. 

This combination of gran- 
deur and shabbiness is Mos- 
cow’s trademark. 

Caviar is cheaper than 
mayonnaise. The food shops 
contain skeletal chickens and 
fairly intimidating sausages. 
The city is thick with repair 
shops, for this is a society 
where things are fixed, never 
thrown away. 

Marketing, creating con- 
sumer demand, advertising 
— these scarcely exist. 

Some business methods 
sound bizarre. For budding 
equestrians, a riding school 
advertises lessons, with the 
proviso: “Bring your own 
horse. ” 


A Record of tbe month. A 
bookshop has hawkers inside 
and out selling the stock at 
different prices. 

On the justly famous 
underground railway system, 
a passenger beside you is just 
as likely to be reading phi- 
losophy or carrying a spare 
car door. 

Stately buildings of the 
18th and 19th centuries are 
slowly crumbling away, but 
their lime, yellow and mauve 
pastel facades are still be- 
guiling. 

Stalinist skyscrapers and 
hideous high-rise apartment 
blocks dot the horizon. But 
there are many charming tree 
lined vistas. 

More surprises — and they 
show Moscow is not so diffe- 
rent from anywhere else, 
■really. 

A policitian confesses in 
the papers that he used to be 
a long haired droput The city 
not only has McDonald’s sell- 


ing millions of hamburgers 
but a sex shop with inflat- 
able dolls. The gum-chewing 
cops in patrol cars look Hol- 
lywood-ish. 

Madonna is honoured in 
street banners and there’s 
going to be a rock concert in 
Red Square. 

’The joy of sex” is the 
city’s number three best sel- 
ler at 250 roubles on the 
street — a week’s salary for 
some office workers — after 
two books on business and 
psychology. 

A soap opera in tbe tradi- 
tion of Dallas or Cheers is 
starting on Moscow televi- 
sion, mocking tbe nation’s 
current obsession with com- 
merce. “If it’s anything like 
real life, it will be a laugh a 
kminute, ” a commentator said 
in tbe weekly Guardian pub- 
lication. 

For better or worse, Russia 
is joining tbe rest of the 
world. 
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Payback: America's Long War in The Middle 


By John Cooley. 

Brasseys, Washington and New York 1991, $19.95 

“Payback” is retribution wrought against the U.S. by both 
vengeful regimes and individuals harmed by U.S. policies 
in the Middle East. It is not a new concept: it was first 
suggested in 1949 by the then secretary of the navy, James 
Forrestal, who said that tbe U.S. would have ro pay a 
political price for its support of Israel, which it has. And 
‘ this has been documented in considerable detail elsewhere. 

John Cooley focuses on the “payback” which Gowed 
from U.S. support of the sbah of Iran; “payback” which 
has come in the form of anti-U.S. violence such as the 
seizure of tbe U.S. embassy in Tehran, attacks against 
embassy premises and tbe U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut, 
kidnapping, holding and killing of American (and other 
Western) citizens, the destruction of tbe Pan Am aircraft 
over Lockerbie in 1988. 

to John Cooley’s view , Washington’s fatal fault was to 
base its regional policy on three pillars — Iran, Israel and 
Saudi Arabia. The U.S. defined its relations with these 
countries in terms of tbe cold war with the Soviet Union. 
Thus , they became the U.S.’s assets, outposts in the 
struggle with the Red Peril. Tbe author, who for some time 
covered tbe Pentagon, is particularly informative on U.S. 
intelligence-gathering installations in Iran: he makes it 
dear that preservation of these assets became the focus of 
Washington’s political planning. 

* ' Of these three pillars only Israel was approached by the 
U.S. as a country , occupied by human beings with needs 
and demands — thanks to the pro-Israel lobby in the U.S. 
— while Washington’s relations with the other two were 
through monarchic regimes distant from the people — the 
shah’s Iran and the Saudis’ Arabia. For the U.S. , the 
citizens of these countries simply did not matter. They 
could be ignored or managed, bought off with oil money or 
suppressed. 

The author describes how, during the Iran-Iraq war, the 
U.S. supplied weapons and intelligence material to both ■ 
sides , helping to keep the war going. This created 
bitterness and a thirst for revenge in both Tehran and 
Baghdad. Iraq’s seizure of Kuwait was partly “payback” 
for that policy of playing off tbe two countries against each 
other, partly for what Iraq saw as a U.S.-inspired campaign 
waged by Washington’s ally , Kuwait, to keep oil prices low 
through over-production and wreck the Iraqi economy. 
Tbe U.S. response to this massive Iraqi miscalculation was 
the disproportionate “payback” of “Desert Storm,” tbe 
mostly negative consequences of which can be expected to 
dominate the region for tbe next ten years, as the 
overthrow of the shah dominated it after 1979. 

Payback is a useful contribution to contemporary his- 
tory, enabling its readers to assess how the U.S. responded 
to the rush of incidents and events in tbe region during the 
last ten years. 

Particularly useful , because tbe book provides complete 
coverage of various happenings which the media — 
dominated by the scoops of tbe moment, hour and day — 
only partially cover. Thus, readers can discover details and 
denouments of stories which broadcasters and pressmen 
left suspended. All depressing, for tbe book is a catalogue 
of disasters — Middle East International. 

Michael Jansen 





Supmrpovnrs And Client States In The Mid- 
dle Easts The imbalance Of InAvemce 

Edited by Moshe Efrat and Jacob Bercovitch 
Routledge, London 1991. £35.00 

According to Sir Patrick Wright, who brieffy Introduces 
this collection of studies, it is a “recurrent misunderstand- 
ing” to believe the superpowers, the United States and. 
Soviet Union, dictated the policies of small states allied or 
associated with them. Tbe seven academic analysts of 
Middle Eastern international relations who contribute to 
this work show that in this sense the superpowers are not 
necessarily powerful in effect: that a small client state may 
“ enjoy undreamt of freedom of movement and exercise 
power out of all proportion to its site or strength; ” and that 
relations between client and patron countries may “change 
from gratitude , obligation and commitment to manipula- 
tion, resentment and penetration.” 

Tbe thesis bears repetition. History teaches that it is 
frequently small powers, their fears, ambitions and inse- 
cure or vainglorious rulers, who provoke conflict, where 
great powers, by definition more mature and stable, may 
be bounced into hostilities on their behalf. Two examples 
of this “ambiguous dynamic of the relationship between 
client state and superpower,” tbe cases of Israel and tbe 
U.S. and Syria and the USSR between 1970 and 1985, are 
tbe particular subject of these studies. The outcome is a 
rather dreary chronicle of ministerial visits , agreements, 
instruments of “friendship and cooperation,” “thorough 
, and fruitful exchanges of opinion” and other coded 
'communiques, and of course economic and military aid. 
And the outcome of that examination is a sad catalogue of 
expenditure on the' supply of American and Soviet arms. 

Notwithstanding these colossal benefactions , however, 
neither Syria nor Israel have hesitated to ignore the advice 
of their respective giant patrons . In the period under 
review, Moscow, constantly urging upon Syria “Arab unity 
against Zionism and imperialism, ” remained “an unhappy 
and very cautious bystander •” and the limi ts of the 
influence of Washington upon Israel are manifest. Indeed, 
“one could he forgiven a measure of sympathy for the 
superpowers” sucked into a barren competition which 
earns them no gratitude or “leverage” and “constitutes a 
nuisance to their relations with each other ” Middle East 
International. 

A.R.H. KeBas 
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Going to the movies 


By Maha Addasi 


We recently felt Uke going to the movies because we 
wanted to go to a place that would be roaring with people. 
We wanted to be in a crowd and enjoy the rowdiness. So 
since there were eight of us going, we decided to call ahead 
of time for reservations. 

The person who answered the telephone at the movie 
theatre was surprised that we called, let alone for reserva- 
tions and he gave us an abrupt “you know the threatre is 
quite big, there is no need for reservations 

We reserved anyway but the full impact of his answer 
was felt when we got to the theatre and thought that we 
were there early. The entire place looked deserted, and 
eerily empty. Where were the people? Where were the 
queues? Why was there such an echo when we talked? 

We went to the movies expecting a stampede, but we 
only found a lonely man at the ticket counter who looked 
bored to tears and seemed to be praying that someone 
would come and break the monotony of his day. 

We got our tickets immediately , almost in complete 
silence. We missed the hollering, the shoving and pushing 
to advance in the queue and then the usual m ad-dash to the 
popcorn counter. It was mournfully quiet this time, and the 
man at the stand almost jumped when be saw us 
approaching him. Asking for extra salt seemed like extra 
effort for the poor man. 

So why were there no people? The tickets are reasonably 
priced, and the movie turned out to be very good. The 
theatre was spotlessly dean and it bad seating for over 350 
people. But including us there were only 15 people even 
though it was a weekend. 

The situation was rather disappointing. Was this a sign of 



the approaching demise of the movies? Are people Ending 
videos a better deal? Or television perhaps? or has going to 
the movies become outdated? 

If that is the case, then the new generation of children 
may never get the chance to go to the movies as a form of 
entertainment the way it used to be. What a shame that 
would be. 


By Andrew Browne 

Reuter 


PEKING — China Air has a 
recruitment problem. 

The national Bag-carrier is 
having trouble finding virgins, 
to train as Bight attendants. 

Each year hundreds of 
young women — all under 
19, aft bright and eager and in 
the pink of health — apply 
for coveted places at Pelting's 
Flight Attendant Training 
School: Not all make it 
through the chastity test. 

“ They must be virgins." 
explained school director 


For China Air, 
chaste women 
are hard to find 
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Hao Yu-Ping, who admits it’s 
getting harder and harder to 
Bnd a chaste woman in 
China. 

“It's a social problem, and 
not just a Chinese problem — 
it's a world problem too," she 
' said ruefully. “University 
girls, and even high sqbool 
students sere chasing boys. ” 

With the no-nonsense spir- 
it of a governess, Ms. Hao is 
valiantly upholding standards 
at a time when demand for 
cabin crew is growing in leaps 
and bounds. 

China Air is on an aircraft 
shopping spree to keep pace 
with a book in business travel 
and tourism. 

It is all a far ay from the 
days when Air China ’s prede- 
cessor ; the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China, was 
a branch of the air force and 


Bight attendants marched 
through the aisles in military 
uniform. 

Lunch was a boiled egg and 
and a stale bread roll, and the 
drinks trolley carried a bat- 
tered water thermos. 

Today’s flying-public holds 
the airline to different stan- 
dard, but does the sexual 
history of its Bight attendants 
make a difference? Ms. Hao 
thinks it does. 

“We can’t have our girls 
.fooling around with the pas- 
sengers," she said emphati- 
cally. 

Competition is making life 
tougher for the 36-year-old 
veteran chief purser. In the 
cutthroat world of Asian air- 
tines, seats are tilled on 
advertising images of sex and 
fantasy, and the exotic orien- 
tal Bight attendant is the hot- 
test setting point 

China Air stops short of 
requiring an intimate medical 
test for applicants , but their 
private lives are held up to 
scrutiny in a way unimagin- 


able in the West. 

“We speak to their 
teachers about it. We speak 
to their headmasters. We ask 
if the girls spend too much 
time with boys. If they do, 
they’re out, ” says Ms. Hao, 
jabbing her thumb towards 
the door in her office. 

“We Chinese are very con- 
servative about this matter. ” 

Surprisingly so, since there 
is no law. against. Bight atten- 
dants dating, marrying 'and 
having children — once they 
are hired and trained. Until 
then, they are expected to 
look tike cover-girls, and live 
tike nuns. 

To the 1,500 or so school- 
leavers who parade each year 
across the bare concrete Boor 
of her office, Ms. Hao is a 
figure of awesome authority. 

Between them and their 
dreams of travel and glamour 
is a woman with the eyes of a 
beauty pageant judge and die 
heart of a drill sergeant. 

“Dude feet? You’re our. 
Pigeon toes? out/’ Ms. Hao 


said, reeling off a long list of 
fatal Baws. Also out are “o- 
style " legs (bow legs) and 
“X-style (knock knees), pim- 
ples. warts, moles, dark skin . 
squints, scars and bad breath. 

And smelly armpits. 

“It’s a disease ," Ms. Hao 
said. “Many foreigners suffer 
from this disease , but only a 
few Chinese. Smelly armpits 
gjve me a headache. We 
don’t want them. They’re 
out ” 

Minimum height require- 
ment is 1.6 metres (five feet 
two inches) and, just as im- 
portant, legs must be prop- 
ortionally longer than the tor- 
sos they support. 


Some years ago there was 
an attempt to recruit from 
universities, but thateffort. 
ended in failure because most 
of the women students wote" 
glasses, and glasses are for- 
bidden, along with contact 
lenses. 

Ms. Hao will soon move 
offices to a glittering new 
training headquarters that 
will accommodate 270 stu- 
dents, compared with 50 in 
the present building. 

She has already prepared a 
new recruitment poster that 
demands all applicants have 


odourless armpits, no pock- 
marks and a “correct political 


attitude. ” 

“That means no boyf- 
riends ,” Ms. Hao said. 


It’s rave up time in Moscow 




By Fiona Fleck 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — The party sea- 
son has been launched in the 
Russian capital, but don’t 
bother mentioning commun- 
ism to the all-night ravers, led 
by bikini dancers in a 
deafening rock-music ses- 
sion. 

The “arid-house” party is 
here with a swing and it's not 
a furtively-arranged occasion 
to dodgepoticeasin the West. 

Unlike their Western coun- 
terparts, forced to make do 
with disused warehouses or 
cramped' nightclubs, the 
youthful fun crowd here has 
access to some of Russia's 
prestige addresses. 

Almost the only party ban- 
ned now is the Communist 
Party. The end of Soviet 
power and the coming of 
spring has brought revelry to 
Moscow, for decades virtual- 
ly closed at sunset. 

This capital of nine million 
people is still a quiet place 
after dark, except for those in 
the know. The trend is for 
increasingly ambitious theme 
parties. 

Russia’s most grandiose 
party, ostensibly to honour 
the now-grounded cosmo- 
nauts. was staged in Mos- 
cow's cosmic pavilion, a vast 
cathedral to Soviet space ex- 
ploits in the grounds of the 
Economic Achievements Ex- 
hibition Complex. 

The annual, cosmonauts 


day (April 12) has been 
marked seriously — or dully 
— in the past but this year 
brought an invitation to “a 
cosmic audio-visual contact 
dedicated to Yuri Gagarin , 
the first man in space." 

To young people, space is a 
metaphor for their newly- 
found freedom. So, at mid- 
night astonished veteran cos- 
monauts found themselves 
celebrating their day with 
2,000 ravers from Moscow 
and St. Petersburg. 

For the first time in their 
lives, the cosmonauts, once 
heroes of the Soviet Union 
several times over, were 
strangers in their own 
museum. They looked bewil- 
dered at a disco-floor set up 
beneath the great glass dome. 

Forty kilowatts of sound , a 
deafening mixture of West- 
era and Russian , blasted the 
length of this now-forgotten 
monument to socialism. 

Go-Go -dancers, modelling 
designer Katya Filipova’s 
Cosmos-inspired collection of 
velvet bikinis and fantasy 
space helmets embossed with 
silver, danced around their 
Sputniks. 

Smoke machines pumped 
white clouds in time with the 
beat as the ravers danced the 
night away under flashing 
strobes and lasers — amid 
space satellites and rocket 
launchers. 

Cosmonaut Georgy Grech- 
ko, 61, said: “We are people 
of a different generation, we 


have a different attitude to- 
wards the Cosmos. In those 
days it was glory, it was 
science, and something un- 
earthly. ” 

His friend , cosmonaut 
Musa Manarov, who broke 
the world record for the 
longest time — 366 days — in 
space, said: “I don't under- 
stand anything about this par- 
ty and I don’t think I like it. 
There is no respect for the 
Cosmos these days. But I 
respect the Cosmos.’’ 

The only people who really 
understood were a group of 
penniless partygoers from St. 
Petersburg, who were in- 
vited. Alyosha Mass, one of 
tire organisers, said: “These 
are our friends and the young 
people mainly ■ for whom we 
have organised the party.** 
Hie rest were the new rich, 
people with lots of money 
and nowhere to go, who paid 
the $10 or 1,000 roubles entry 
and effectively subsidised tie 
whole show: Blackmar- 
keteers , hard currency prosti- 
tutes and Russian and foreign 
businessmen. 

The cosmonaut party was 
one in a current wave of 
sprees, modelled on Western 
add-house parties with the 
same music and style of 
dance. 

Organised mainly by artists 
and fashionable young Rus- 
sians. they are conceptual 
each one is regarded as a 
work of modem Russian art 
and rated according to setting 


and ideas. 

Unlike Western add-house 
parties, drugs barely feature, 
and the events are weB con- 
trolled by police and security 
firms. 

The idea started two years 
ago in a squatter-occupied 
apartment in St. Petersburg, 
Russia's second dty, which 
became the focal point for a 
youth underground: Artists , 
poets , writers and models. 

Since then several groups 
have organised creative par- 
ties. 


“ Now almost anything is 
possible and anything can be 
bought for money," said 
Hass, who heads the group 
Tanz Pol. “Before /■ would 
never have thought it would 
be possible to organise a par- 
ty in a relic of the socialist 
state. ” 

The St. Petersburg 
Planetarium was the first offi- 
cial building to become a 
party venue. Today it is Rus- 
sia's most fashionable night- 
club. Palaces and houses of 
Culture followed suit. 


Oiganisers hope to have a 
party in the Kremlin, and an 
ancient Rome party in an 
I8tb century budding to draw 
a parallel between the foil of 
the Roman and Soviet 
empires. 

In St. Petersburg, a ball is 
planned in the Winter Palace, 
former residence of die tsar 
and a “tropicana” in the ci- 
ty’s Botanical Gardens. 


Eyad and Saber Af Ajooz 


01 


By E Yaghl 


“Your father has got to go!” Hind screamed at her 
husband. “I can’t stand him any longer. He is reaBy getting 
on my nerves." 

Eyad pressed his finger against bis lips , “ Shbh , not so 
loud! You know he can bear you because he’s right in the 
next room!” 

“Oh, I wish he would bear,” Hind said with venom in her 
voice. “ Why should I hide my emotions? Why shoaldn ’t be 
know exactly bow I feel?” 

Eyad hit his forehead with his hand and then wiped away 
the cold sweat that bad formed because of his embarrass- 
ment over his father. How many times had he and his wife 
argued about Saber his father? How many heated debates 
had they had? When was this misery ever going to end? 
tl Try to have patience, dear , with my father," he said, 
“ God will surely reward you!” > 

He looked at her face that had heated in the argument 
and bis heart melted. His wife was so charming and 
beautiful in his eyes, but he couldn’t understand why she 
hated his father who never bothered anyone. “Come on 
Hind, well talk about my father some other time. It’s late 
now and I have work early in the morning. ” 

The next day, Eyad drove off to work as usual. It was 
summer and the early morning sun wanned the cool car. 
Trees were ladened with leaves and fruits and green grass 
grew everywhere. Bumblebees buzzed over aromatic Bow- 
ers, ripping their stores for a honey make. Wrens Buttered 
over nests in house crevices, trying to keep up with their 
sqwawking young. Eyad’s father bad once struggled too to 
care for Mm when he was small. If only Hind would try to 
get along with his father. Where could be take him 
anyway? He couldn’t afford to keep him in an old folks' 
borne. He perceived Hind to be a usually good wife but 
nevertheless over-demanding too. 

He flicked on the radio to help ease bis condence and 
began to. hum a tune. He arrived at work and spent a 
relatively pleasant day with his colleagues. Later, he 
proceeded home and joined the stalled cars at the traffic 
circle under a bridge and while waiting, thought about 
'home. “I hope everything’s ail right," he said to hims elf. 
“I’d like to go home just once and relax and not listen to 
any more quarrels!” 

As be pulled up in the driveway, his small son toddled 
out to greet him. Eyad jumped out of his car and swooped 
his son up in his arms. Irissing and bugging him as though he 
were the most nourishing food in all the world. “Who’s my 
boy?” he asked the baby. 

“Me!” a sticky, angelic son cried and he placed a gluey 
kiss on bis father’s cheek and then resumed eating a piece 
of chocolate that had melted in bis hand. 

“ Yala, son . let’s go see what mommy and grandpa are 
doing. Say. do you love your grandpa ?” 

“Yeah!” the baby yelled with enthusiasm- as he clapped 
his fudgy hands together. “He take me for walks!” 

Eyad bounced the baby in his arms and entered his 
house . . “Hind, whereare you. I’m home I” he cafled.He set 
his son down . and asked, “Where’s j/pur mommy?” 

; -r “fatbe.'Jdichch cooking,*' the mitmtnre being satisfac- 
torily replied as he waddled in the ditextion of outpouring 
steam. 

“Such a smart lad, ” the father chuckled, “just like his 
dad. ” The food smelled good. Eyad’s stomach growled. He 
hadn’t realised be was so hungry. ‘Tm starving,” he said to 
the back of bis wife’s head. She seemed to ignore bis 
entrance and kept looking at the boiling pot. At last she 
spun around . squinted her eyes and said: “Well, you 
centainly don’t deserve a horse or even a By for supper! 


Hovfkmy times do f have to tell you that I can’t stand 
voucher? I’m giving you en ultimatum. It s either him or 
me! "du get rid of him or l leave. TU give you until 
tomrFQw afternoon. If he’s not gone by then. I’m leaving 
and Air son will be without a mother!” 

Eyd felt a rush of blood shoot up into Ms head and H 
seend that he would explode at any minute. “Why, what 
has if hither ever done to make you bate him so? Where 
do y J expect me to throw him anyway? ' 

"Tu can throw him whatever you wish. He’s no better 
than stray animal. Take him somewhere and just leave 
Mm ere. Furthermore , if you’d like to know why I hate 
him s HI give you some reasons. First, he does everything 
wron, He laughs when be shouidn ’t.Hc eats too much. He 
' belch after he eats. He hardly ever takes a bath and be 
expec me to wash and iron his clothes. He's lazy and 
goodor nothing. He keeps kissing the baby and will 
probdy give him a disease. He’s ignorant , rude and an 
embassing disgrace when guests come to our home!" 

Ey! was convinced that soon bis eyes would pop out of 
his hd. Although the kitchen was hot and stuffy, he fyit 
cold id tired and said: “Perhaps my father .does seem 
vulgait times, but that’s his nature. Besides, he raised roe, 
Ican’ust throw him away like a used piece of furniture or 
an ohrug!" 


Yoiteard what I said, " his wife barked, pressing her lips 
togetk. Either he goes or I go! she stomped out of her 
kitche and went into her room and slammed the door. 

Wh could Eyad do? What a dilemma. He loved bis wife 
and sc more than anything he could think of and ce rtainly 
more an his useless old father. He slumped down on a 
kitchecbair while his conscience fought with itself. He 
then mt to search for that ajooz. He found him sitting on 
a matooking a pipe. “Come on dad, let's go fora ride. ’’ 

He died on old Saber’s arm and escorted him to the 
car. Asr putting him in the front of the vehicle, he quickly 
ran bs to his father’s room, grabbled some clothes and 
stuffethem into an overnight bag. His small son toddled 
in anargged at his father. “Daddy, where you go? Take 
me wi you!" 

“Neon, not this time. Go to your mother. TU be back 
soon. ’ 

He n out of the boose, plopped himself in his car and 
sped bin a cloud of brown smoky dust. The pair drove in 
stlencantil Eyad found a place he thought suitable to 
discarius parent “Here we are Dad. Let’s get out and 
look aund. " ; 

Oldiber slowly got out of the car. Eyad snatched the 
ovemit bag arid threw it down on the dirt. “T here’s a 
small wn about 15 minutes from here.’’ 

“Whs are we boy? This looks like the middle of 
nowhe!” 

“Ydl be all right here dad. Rest for a while and then 
bead i the town where you see those trees growing. ” 

He med to go but the ajooz emitted a loud laugh. 
Astomed, Eyad’s shameful eyes met his father’s. “What- 
ever a you laughing at?" be questioned. 

“rmughing because I did the same tiring to my father. 
One dsoon your boy will do the same to you also. But, 
■let mey one thing; son, I’ve regretted that day more than 
any otr in my whole life and I pray God and my father 
will fove me/”" 

It w, as if someone had slapped Eyad on his face. He \ 
came his senses and said: “Oh, dear father, phase ! 
forgives, ’Let’s go home. "He hugged bis father while his I 
tears v bis cheeks. 

“ Amour wife? What if she leaves you?" Saber asked. ! 

‘Tniving her an ultimatum. Dad. Either she lives with 
both ois and the baby, or she’s free to leave! \ 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEECL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, April 30. 


11:10 Sibs. 


830 The Simpsons. 


The Big Hurt 


organistcleaner races in 
accordat with the law. 


to cut manpower at tins pack- 
ing department. 


Homer Simpson works on 
a diet programme , while his 
wife decides to enter a paint- 
ing contest. 


Lily and her rister attend a 
meeting, where each person 
tells his or her story about 
family matters and personal 
experiences. 


Mondr, May 4. 


1030 News In K^ gEdi. 


830 Cody. 


Roman Holiday. 


9:16 NBA Basketball. 


9:19 Cagl City. 


10.-00 News La English. ■ 


Saturday, May 2. 


1900 Movie Of The Week. 8:30 Sa P er Bloopers. 


Daddy. 


Tbe octor of Corporate 
Bnaneingt Shane Dealers 
makes etess of a deal in 
Czechosrakia when he buys 
local cuncy from the Black 
Market. 


Princess Ann, while in 
Rome, wanders in the dty ^ 
while the palace and the gov- 
eminent try to Bnd her. s *- 

Wednesday, May 6. fl 


Starring: Patrick Dotty and 
Lynda Carter. 


9 -30 Verities. 


10:00 Ns La KngtUh . 


830 Spatz. 


1030 News In EngHsb. 


1030 G. 


Bye Bye T.J. 


The story of a wife who 
shatters her happy famil y a nd 
leaves the good husband to 
pick up the pieces. 


1030 Mini Series. 


Tracks Of Glory. 


Friday, May 1. 


Starring: PhB Morris and 
Cameron Duddo. 


Johnny d his brother Tom 
Bnd goh a river. They get 
a concern fforn the New 
Zealandolice to look for 
gold bubid thieves attack 
the twoothers. 


TJ. is offered* promotion 
id transfer to Canada. All |\ 


the Spatz staff want him to £! 
stay and he agrees to do so. * 



9:10 The World Of Audubon. 


830 Coach. 


Sunday, May 3. 


Tumsdf, may 5. 


Sea Turtles. 


A magazine publishes 
coach Hyden s photo on its 
cover because his Mam wins. 
Hydeu is very pleased and 
buys a big number of the 
magazine’s issue and takes it 
to Christine and his danghier 
Caroll. 


830 Wings. 


830 Prisses. 


Puppet Master. 


Somedady Prince Will. 


A documentary on yet 
another of man’s victims — 
the ancient nomad, the sea 
turtles. 


9:10 Documentary 
Long Ride. 


The te decide to share 
Aouse iks in the palace. 
Princesseotgina hesitantly 


1030 News In EngjBsb. 


9:10 E.N.G. 


The career of Susan, who is 
running for the ■ dty mayor’s 
post , istinishedasa politician 
because of a TV report: 


A big American investor 
moves to China to cross the 
vast country Bom east to west 
as a traveller. He mixes with 
people and gets to know their 
customs. . 


1030 The Other Side Of P»- r 
rattise. 


Rfcfea And Sympathy, 
Juha puades George not 


Mana is arrested for |i? 
poisoning the doctor. T 


THOUGHT FOR THIS WEEK 


1030 News In Rngfish 


News In E^gBsh. 


1030 Track Of Glory. 


1030 Devices And Designs. 


The police continue to try 
to solve the new murder case. - 


Major , Oon and their 
wives become closer friends. 
They boycott race promoter. 
Mackintosh to force him to 


AH rtjous must be tolerated, for every man i ,y 1 
must t to heaven in his own way ' ( ^ k 

J *s«s , s King Frederick the Gnat ( 1712- J 

1786). . 
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Wffl politics b| next for Warren Beatty? 


iQNDOtfS&e of Holly, 
‘i ''iLy. rood's most tavvful celeb- 


was in 
recent 


i 


J, wr/'' star actor, 

,p «Mt* hj _ , \^[ectOF-^aB(L producer had 
> .ffiaj. jost married and was keen to 

J hL % : ishodoce his co-star and wife 

*>*■**?■■ -so? ^metfe Beniflg to toe world. 
1 ***&. // . {BMP* a legendary lover of 
■*hvr c sfars as Elizabeth 

v til kn 0 ^ i^fKyioF, JWfe. Christie and 
w - Ae iTkfedbnna, had apparently 

At A IIu'umIa/I W/mm «*■ 


Bugsj/, toesto/yoftoe 
/can gangster who envj 
toe gambling casino re 
Las Vegas in the j 
desert nearly 50 yea 

Ben “Bugsy” S/e, 
part of toe nefariom 
network and he was 
run its west coast ope 
Despite bis killer rag 
obvious racketeerii 
courted and woj 
friendship of such Hoi 
stars as Cary Grant 
Cooper and Georgt 
1 hen be met the tou 
ing actress. Virgin 
(played by Bening), 
whole life changed. 

Although Beatty h 


^eats^^OulfyMttleddownattheage Then he met the tou 

ing actress. Virgin 

hcs He.was ready to extol the (played by Bening), 

? tie ^kf deSgpts of fatherhood, talk whole life changed. 
■ n "r^m why. he found it so Although Beatty h 

u ™c ro fascinating to play psycho- honoured before by 
’>« h-ou/J Jr Spathic killers on screen, toe good guys (the title 
w *nd u $'S- , '° asb K &ster” mentality of Dick Tracy and l 
»> father ?; ^Hollywood, and how he had Heaven Can Wait) 

fe’vdr*. l **** ^ found die “gift of turning trayal of the crimina 

■ Piece of serious ideas into commercial and that of Clyde Bi 

Bonnie And Clyde 

. ^ When it came to father- have been two of l 

c ^- Pressing, hood, the actor, who is the popular screen incar 

*i°Kpcd oj^rbrother of actress and author The actor explaii 
J* idiI *fned Maclaine , was fairly international popuh 

Hcio vcd£r purring: “Being a father is gangster figures: “Ar 
of , the best time Fve ever had. no more fascia a u 
jumped <l^-. : God . is kind, because be gangsters than other 
,J £b: doesn't let you know how the world. If we 

tyued kitties - j wonderful this is until it Westerns, you have t< 

•et s ’. actually happens to you. ” He ' outlaw in general is 

escorted hjjg 1 ** "had met Annette in the pro- ing. Psychopathic p 


- i chief? k. fc f o cess of . making his latest 61 m 

d sua » JfeJj 


Heaven Can Wait ) 
trayal of the crimina 
and that of Clyde Bi 
Bonnie And Clyde 
have been two of I 
popular screen incai 
The actor explaii 
international popul 
gangster figures: “At 
no more fascinau 
gangsters than other 
the world. If we 
Westerns, you have t 
outlaw in general is 
ing. Psychopathic p 
ties like Bugsy or C 


colourful, constantly chang- 
ing, with no control over 
themselves. These figures are 
inherently dramatic and their 
stories are as well." 

Although the mafia once 
wielded power in the giant 
movie studios and the found- 
ing of the gambler’s haven of 
Las Vegas, Beatty was quick 
to point out that the crime 
syndicate’s influence has 
waned. “7 here's no visible 
mob influence in the film 
world today. They may have 
started Las Vegas, but now 
it’s an up and coming city in 
the Sun Belt, very far from its 
origins. Bugsy did have a 
vision, but he was a tragic 
Bgure brought down by bis 
own hubris. Still, you can’t 
call any gangster a man of 
vision. ” 

The actor explained how 
important it is for him to 
surround himself with perfor- 
mers of quality. “ Working 
with the sort of casts Tve had 
down the years is very selfish ' 
of me, ” he said. “I'm a reac- 
tive actor, and it’s bard to be 
bad with the performers I’ve 
, been fortunate to be associ- 
ated with. ” 

He indicated that bis new 
love Annette — mother of 
their 3-month-old daughter 
Kathlyn — was “ inspiring 


“Wanting toe approval of a 
certain person can inhibit 
you, ” be added. "If my per- 
formance hi good... and I 
hope I do have humility..: I 
owe a lot to her. If Pm not 
good,” he quipped “then 
blame her.” 

With former film actor 
Ronald Reagan having so 
long occupied the spotlight 
on the world stage, was there 
any basis to speculation that 
Warren Beatty might one day 
be a candidate for the Amer- 
ican presidency? At first, he 
dismissed the speculation as 
“silly,” but then he turned 
serious: “We should all think 
of ourselves as political parti- 
cipants. Everyone should 
prepare themselves for some 
sort of realistic public service. 
I don ’t want to mate light of 
this. I suppose it might have 
been more appropriate after I 
played the pmt of such a hero 
as Dick Tracy. So, it’s not 
very likely at the moment 
Pausing, be smiled and said 
“just gjve me three weeks. " 

Beatty’s legendary stature 
as the greatest Hollywood 
lover since Valentino in the 
1920s is not a subject he 
evades as a new family man. 

“If the AIDS problem bad 
been with us in the last 25 
years, I would certainly have 


had a different attitude to- 
ward so many love affairs. 
We all would have bad diffe- 
rent altitudes, ” be added. 

Beatty said he wanted no- 
thing more out of his profes- 
‘sional life than to continue 
making quality films. 
“There’s too much concen- 
tration these days on the cash 
register. A lot of money can 
be made in films, but quality 
films are more than enter- 
tainment, more than escap- 
ism. The movies are not just 
a panacea for depression that 
overcomes us for two hours 
in a shopping mall.” 

His Bugsy film had 10 
Oscar nominations, but won 
only two technical awards. 
Beatty explained the ambiva- 
lence of serious film people 
toward the awards: “The 
Oscar competition is silly, 
and a little bit degrading," 
said the man whose produc- 
tions have earned a total of 
54 nominations for Academy 
Awards. “We may all hate 
it,” he continued, “ but any- 
thing that focuses attention 
on the quality of our work is, 
on the other hand, for the 
good. There’s nothing more 
we like than peer acceptance 
by others who care about 
standards of film-making. " 

Annette Bening explained 



SmcentJy married and the fatoer ruled out toe possibility of public 
of a baby girl, actor, producer and service 
director Warren Beatty Has not 


that their romance began in 
the course of filming. “There 
^ wasn ’r a magic moment for us 
" personally . Life’s not like 
that, for me, at least. We 
were discreet about our rela- 
tionship in order to serve the 
film. As a public person , you 
learn to cherish your 
privacy. ” 

When she and the cast dug 
into work on Bugsy, the ac- 
tress explained, “ I got the 


impression he wanted to sur- 
round himself with people 
who would challenge him. 
not just say yeah’ to every- 
thing. One of the difficulties 
about being a star is that it is 
so easy to unconsciously sur- 
round yourself with people 
will agree with you. Warren 
wanted all to us to be 
truthful. ” 

She said that , like the real 
Bugsy, he had that “ vision - 


Dutch filmma 
defends 


ary ” quality of looking at a 
desert and seeing a thriving 
city. ‘Tm glad people felt my 
acting was natural.” Beatty 
commented, “But I’d rather 
not be regarded personally as 
a psychopathic killer. ” 

The two of them looked 
exceedingly happy. One had 
the feeling it wasn't just be- 
cause their film is a success — 
World News Link. 


r Paul Verhoeven 
i sic instinct 


la EcgSi 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 
. LOS ANGELES — Basic 
. Instinct has aroused controv- 
ery from its beginnings as a 
.S3 million script, and the 
film's* director, Paul 
.. Verhoeven , appears to be 
relishing the hullaballo. 

The Tristar Pictures re- , 
Jease has incited homosexual 
activists to protest because of 
the.. depiction of a bisexual . 

' woman. Michael Douglas’ re- . 
'ported salary of '$14- million 
' and his sex scenes wrto Shar- 
on Stone have also drawn 
much notice. 

J Verboeven had to make 
'cuts to earn an R rating 
(children under 17 should be 
accompanied by ah adult) in - 
. stead of the NC-17, meaning 
no one under age 17 is admit- 
ted in the United States. 

- Reviews have been mixed, 
with many critics citing the 
improbable, convoluted 
senpt. The opening weekend 
take was impressive, 
although . not record- 
breaking: $15 million from 
lr567 screens. A year ago. 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur- 
tles if collected $20 million. 

After Verboeveri’s films in 
Holland were criticised for 
explicit sex, he shifted bis 
operations to the United 
States. But the Outcb direc- 
tor denied that’s why be left 
Holland. He explained that 
the committee that dispensed 


subsidies “felt that 
did not reflect sode 
nicest way, so they 
fusing me money foi 
jects. ” 

In an extensive i 
Verboeven respo, 
questions raised by 
stinct. excerpts: 

Q. Is all that sex n 
A. Yes, it’s nece 
tins movie. It’s a toi 
it’s„a -thriller about 
: who kills during se 
0 i pne..precise : 
orgasm. That was 
plot point ... The tl 
violent act during st 
I thought, was t 
threat of the movie, 
it was important d 
sex between Mid 
Sharon , there woul 
the threat of murd 
Q. You bad to 
editing to get an 1 
A. Yes, but we sh 
many different 'way. 
beforehand I wol 
able to get away wi 
thing. I discussed it i 
with Michael and 
tr WclI, this is prol 
much to get an R . " 
corned an R. We fel 
mainstream movie, 
was not pomograpi 
Q. Were all of tl 
toe sex scenes? 

A. No, also in the 
In the murder seen 
end of the movie, 
that what I had don 


strong for an R, not accept- 
able to a normal audience. 

Thm Amartt m n fBm In- 
dustry rates movies 
b ase rf on smx and vio- 
lence to I»i#wm viewers 
of tot typm of movie 
toejr are considering. 
Hm system ranges from 
**&** for General Admis- 
sion to fKNr-17,” too 
most restricted categ- 
ory. NC-17 recently tv- 
placed the adults ou$y 
* r X** rating* The rating 
past master NC-17 Is K. 

Q. Without an R. Baric 
Instinct would not be com-, 
merdafiy viable? 

A. That’s right. It could 
have been different if toe 
NC-17 had a position be- 
tween the R and the X. What 
happened is that the NC-17 
replaced the X. Now, I think , 
NC-17 is identical to pornog- 
raphic. Major theatres and 
chains and video chains will 
not accept an NC-17. So the 
tight that directors set up to 
get a category for adult 
movies is lost 

Q. How much did you eli- 
minate? * 

A. Forty-two seconds. I 
made it more elliptic and 
changed the shots so that it 
would be less specific. A lot 
of people who see both ver- 
sions would have difficulty 
seeing what changes I made. 

Q. What is your answer to 
toose who say that the depic- 


tion of bisexuals is defama- 
tory? 

A. That their statement Is 
incorrect. The movie is not 
portraying lesbians in any 
negative way. / think the gay 
character, the bisexual char- 
acter (Stone) is wonderful 
She is a strong finmde charac- 
ter, beautiful, intelligent, 
wealthy. She is in control, she 
is not a victim of man or 
anybody else. She's bisexual 
and she’s perfect. 

■ . <?. Why did ‘die protests- 
begin ever before you started 
shooting? 

A. Because they read the 
script, and they read it in the 
wrong way. If you don’t 
know bow to red notes and. 
you look at a score, you can’t 
read music. That’s how it is 
when you read a script. It is 
difficult. You’re not looking 
at a movie, you’re looking at 
a sort of blueprint printout. 

Q. Some reviewers have 
found rimilarties between 
Fatal Attraction and Basic 
Instinct Are there way? 

A. I have never foit that 
way. If you want to see simi- 
larities, you can certainly find 
them. This is a thriller. Fatal 
Attraction is not a thriller 
situation per se, it’s not a 
murder mystery. We know 
exactly what toe woman is 
aiming at In Baric Instinct, 
there axe three women, and 
we don’t know who is the 
killer. 


Director Jocelyn Moorhouse 
— seeing in the.dark 


By HUM Italic 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Director 
Jocelyn Moorhouse, happily 
married and in love with 
making movies, never real- 
ised how much anger she had 
held inside until she wrote 
her first feature. 

Proof is an Australian film 
about, a blind photographer, 
Martin, who lives alone. He’s 
surly and suspicious, bis self- 
esteem scarred by humi- 
liation. He’s constantly 
bumping into furniture, 
knocking over objects. At a 
restaurant, be pours wine and 
hits the table instead of the „ 
glass. 

Much of bis frustration is 
taken out on his housekeep- 
er, Celia. She’s no pushover, 
but she puts up with him 
because she’s lonely and in 
love with him. When he starts 
spending tone with a dis- 
hwasher named Andy, de- 
pending on him to describe 
what’s in bis pictures, she 
convinces Martin his new 
Mend can’t be trusted. 

“I was aware I was drawing 
a lot on relationships I bad 
with people and relationships 
I observed where there was a 
Jot of Jove and cruelty, ” said 
Moorhouse, w. bo lives in her 
native Melbourne. 

“You amid be very loving 
and very destructive. I 


wanted to explore rela- 
tionships where two very 
emotional, frightened people 
who under another set of 
circumstances might have 
helped eacb other, instead 
destroy each other because 
they’re much too afraid to be 
in love.” 

Writers often speak of 
their characters as pieces 
broken off from themselves 
and a t times Martin and Celia 
behave tike siblings locked in 
a struggle over who gets the 
extra dessert. 

Martin knows Celia loves 
him and savours rebuffing 
her advances, boasqpg to a 
Mend: “If 1 continue to deny 
her, I can pity her instead of 
her pitying me." 

But Celia gives it right 
back. She photographs him in 
the bathroom and threatens 
to show it publicly unless he 
takes her on a date. In 
another scene, Martin is in 
the park with his dog, una- 
ware Celia is nearby. She 
lures the pet away, bolds 
onto it for a few minutes and 
lets it return only after Mar- 
tin has become sufficiently 
frightened. 

“It surprised me to see how 
much self -bate there was in 
all the characters, ” the direc- 
tor said. " I think it comes 
from the self-hate there is 
fro rp being a woman. 

“Celia started out as a fun , 


outrageous character and I 
remember when I was writing 
her, I used to think I’d have 
Celia think, say and do all the 
things Fve held back from 
doing arid see wbat happens. 
It was very liberating writing 
Celia because her anger is 
quite delicious. Rather than 
be full of self-hate, she says, 
T don’t mean nothing, I 
mean something.’” 

Moorhouse, 31, has always 
been visually oriented, writ- 
ing and painting as a child 
and learning to take pictures 
with her grandfather’s 
camera. 

By the time she was in high 
school,' she was directing 
plays. At age 17, after seeing 
the Australian films The De- 
vil’s Playground and The 
Man Who Fell To Earth, she 
announced to her parents 
that she wanted to make 
movies. 

She graduated from film 
school in Sydney in 1984 , 
wrote and edited television 
scripts and began working on 
Proof after a Mend told her 
about a blind man who took 
pictures. Although the actual 
person had a wife and family 
to support him, Moorhouse 
wanred her character to have 
no such protection. 

“Having been quite 
asthmatic most of my fife, 
one of the main things I was 
told was not to lose control. 


because if I did I would have 
an attack,” Moorhouse ex- 
plained. 

“I could relate to Martin in 
that respect, to having a body 
that doesn ’ t do what you 
want it to. Also, when I 
did research on blin d 
people, many of them 
told me they live most of 
their lives on the ege of 
panic. They’re always getting 
lost and have to contantiy tell 
themselves it’s all right, that 
they’re still alive. Imagine 
that happening not just once, 
but all the time.” 

Proof is almost tike a reli- 
gious fable. Martin regards 
Ms blindness as a breach of 
faith: He believes in nothing 
that he can’t see and since he 
can’t see be believes in no- 
thing. 

As a child, Martin would 
ask his mother to describe 
their garden and then accuse 
her of lying , of making up a 
story about a man raking 
leaves. Later on, he shows 
some old photos to Andy and 
learns bis mother, now dead, 
was telling the truth. 

“ I’ve suffered from fear of 
the unknown all my life and I 
probably always will, ” Moor- 
house said, “ and I’m certain- 
ly afraid of blindness because 
tiie visual is terribly impor- 
tant to me. I love human 
faces. I love human nuances, 
I depend on them . » 
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Controversy brews over 
blood testing for rare HIV strain 


By Steven Spenser 

The Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Only a few 
U.S. blood centres are testing 
fora rare but spreading straw 
of the AIDS virus despite 
fears that it could slip into the 
nation's blood supply. 

More than 50,000 people in 
Europe , Africa , India, the 
former Soviet Union , and 
North and South America are 
infected with human im- 
munodeficiency virus (HIV) 
type 2, the second virus 
known to cause AIDS, 


according to tbe World 
Health Organisation. HTV-2 
has been identified in at least 
37 countries. 

The mutation is wide- 
spread in Africa, where it 
primarily is spread beterosex- 
ually and has bad an incuba- 
tion period of up to 19 years. 
At feast 43 cases of HTV-2 
have been identified in tbe 
United States and Canada. 
Though rare, many experts 
say there is reason to believe 
HTV-2 will spread. 

" HIV-2 could be a bigger 
heterosexual transmission 
threat” than HIV-1, the first 


AIDS virus discovered, said 
Michael WandeJI, an 
epidemiologist and director 
of Regulatory and Clinical 
Affairs for Genetic Systems. 
The Redmond-based com- 
pany is the only federally 
licensed marker of HIV-2 
tests. 

While U.S. blood centres 
are required to test donated 
blood for HIV-1, testing for 
tbe rarer HTV-2 is not re- 
quired. Experts disagree 
whether HIV-1 tests always 
win detect HTV-2. 

The . Federal Food and 
Drug Commission is evaluat- 
ing a September recom- 
mendation by its Blood Pro- 
ducts Advisory Committee 
that mandatory universal 
HIV-2 testing be adopted 
nationwide by June 1. 

Many HIV-1 tests now 
used are cross-reactive with 
HIV-2, and the committee’s 
recommendation is being 
considered “purely for pre- 
cautionary reasons ” FD A 
spokesman Brad Stone said. 
‘There's no reason to believe 
... that HTV-2 represents a 
si gnifican t risk to the blood 
supply. ” 


The American Red Cross > 
the Federal Centres for Dis- 
ease Control and the FDA in 
1990 said HIV-2 was too rare 
to spend time and money on 
testing. Tbe CDC estimated 
testing every blood donor for 
HIV-2 would cost $60 million 
annually. 

“In view of tbe extremely 
low prevalence of HJV-2 in- 
fections in tbe U.S. popula- 
tion, there appears to pc no 
public health need at this 
time to screen donors of 
blood or source plasma for 
antibodies to HTV-2 with this 
test,” tbe FDA told blood 
centres. 

“ Tbe blood supply today in 
America is the safest in the 
world and the safest it's ever 
been, ” American Red Cross 
President Elizabeth Dole 
said. “We keep a constant 
eye on the possible threat of 
new diseases, like HIV-2.” 

The FDA licensed a gene- 
tic systems test for HTV-2 in 
1990, and a genetic systems 
combination test for both 
strains in September. 

Fewer than 20 of tbe na- 
tion's 2,400 blood banks and 
plasma centres — represent- 


ing 5 per cent, by volume, of 
au the blood collected — test 
for HIV-2, according to Don- 
na Delong, Genetic Systems’ 
marketing and business de- 
velopment director. 

T think it is very possible 
that HIV-2 infected people 
are donating today in the U.S 
and that blood has the poten- 
tial to sbp through and be 
transfused into an unsuspect- 
ing person,” Wandell said. 

The National Hemophilia 
Foundation says any addi- 
tional cost from HTV-2 test- 
ing . would be “ minuscule ” 
compared with the cost of 
caring for people who be- 
come infected with HTV. Tbe 
foundation is calling for im- 
mediate and mandatory uni- 
versal HIV-2 screening. 

The United States is tbe 
principal supplier of Europe ’s 
blood products, and some 
U.S. labs voluntarily test for 
HIV-2 when exporting blood 
products to Europe. 

A person with either strain 
of HIV may not show detect- 
able signs of infection for up 
to six months. Tbe CDC 
found that half of tbe re- 
ported HTV-2 cases in tbe 


United States in 1989 tested 
negative for HIV-1. 

A 1991 study by Richard T. 
Schumacher, of Boston 
Biomedica Inc., with Portug- 
al's National Health Institute 
revealed FDA-licensed HTV- 
1 tests detected HIV-2 in only 
8 per cent to 62 per cent of 
specimens. 

‘We’re deeply concerned 
about the potential for HIV-2 
(infection of the blood supp- 
ly)/' Dr. S. Gerald Sandler, 
medical director of tbe 
American Red Cross' 
National Reference Labor- 
atories, said in Washington, 
D. C. the Red Cross collects 6 
milli on units ofblood annual- 
ly and supplies half of the 
natron's blood supply. 

‘We have an opportunity 
to prevent a public health 
problem. It might be in tbe 
blood supply. Why wait?” 
asked National Hemophilia 
Foundation Executive Direc- 
tor Alan P. Brownstein. 

“When HIV-1 came to the 
U.S. , we didn't know what it 
was, ” Mr. Brownstein said. 
“ Now we see HTV-2 coming 
our way. ... Haven’t we 
learned?” 


Hisy of HIV-2’s 
celopment 


SEATTLE (AP) — Oos “■■■ 
people worldwide have 
500,000 chddren, and m 750)000 
people have died from the 
to the World Health OrgpVB 0 )' 
About 10 mdlhrn peoj/ 1 * *** 
infected with HIV-1, the# ™ 1 * 
discovered, including 
total cases wBI grow to 487 1000, 
the United Nations agenc , 
Many health experts afcd that 


as well. 

HTV-2 is transmitted in manner 
asBTV-l: Throogh homose}5 3X,sex ~ 
oaf intercourse, tbe sbapdbcted 
hypodermic needles, from mothers 
to their chUdren before er^th, or 
through transfusions of cod Mood. 

Here is a history of HIV-pment: 

— 1900-1950: HIV-2 ajrfeffered 
to have become distinct ri 

— 1960s: The Grst Enropxposed 
to HIV-2; symptoms do not otii tbe 
late 1970's. 

— MW 1970k Tbe first ffdon is 
transmitted via Mood hamstgoosed . 
retrospectively). 

— 1978: A Portuguese pepps the 
first AfflS case Jmowui to bq HIV-2 
(Definitive diagnosis does ‘ until 


1987). 

— 1985: HIV-2 is isolated fram e West 
African with AIDS by Dr. Luc . 

tbe conliscoverer of tbe AIDS virus. \ 9 

— 1986: Discovery of HIV-2 by Dr. 
Montagnier is reported Hr the journal Sci- 
ence. 

— 1987: Tim fast test for HIV-2 antibodies 

is developed. Epidemiological studies of 
HTV-2 begin. 

— 1988: Tbe firs# U.S. . case of HIV-2 
infection is reported. Two HIV-2 infected 
Mood donors are reported in France. 

— 1989: The CDC reports cases of HIV-2 
transmission outside of Africa. Canada re- 
ports its Grst two HTV-2 cases. Routine Mood 
screening for HIV-2 is adopted in several 
European blood centres. 

— 1990: The Grst case of HIV-2 in a US. 
Mood donor is reported. The FDA and 
Canada approve tbe marketing of a test to 
detect antibodies to HTV-2. 

— 1991: Tbe World Health Organisation 
(WHO) estimates more than 50,000 people 
hare HTV-2 worldwide. The FDA approves a 
combination test for both HIV strains. The 
FDA's Mood products advisory committee 
recommends the adoption of mandatory, 
universal HTV-2 testing nationwide by June 
1, 1992. 

— 1992: Total North American cases of 
HTV-2 reported at 43. 


Study: Many prostate biopsies may be averted with w test method 




By Brenda C . Coleman 
The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Periodic 
blood tests may soon spare 
many men tbe cost, discom- 
fort and worry of biopsies to 
detect prostate cancer, re- 
searchers say. 

The still-experimental 
blood test compares levels of 
a substance called prostate- 
specific antigen, or PSA, 
which is often elevated in 
men with prostate disease, 
according to a study in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

By watching PSA levels 
over time, doctors can more 
accurately distinguish pros- 


tate cancer ‘from benign 
prostatic hyperplasia — a 
common form of prostate en- 
largement that is not danger- 
ous — and reduce unneces- 
sary biopsies to -confirm 
whether tbe patient really 
does have cancer, said study 
co-author Dr. Jay D. Pear- 
son, a gerontologist with- the t 
National Institute on Aging.' 

Doctors now look for dear- 
ly prostate disease in two 
ways: By a single PSA read- 
ing and tty trying to feel 
through tbe rectum wall for 
lumps in the walnut-size pros- 
tate gland at the base of the 
urethra. 

Dr. Joseph E. Oesteriing , 
a urologist at the Mayo Cfr- 


nic, commended the research 
as “a very creative” slant on 
improving detection of pros- 
tate cancer, which is expected 
to be diagnosed in 132.000 
Americans this year and kill 
34,000. 

Both be and Dr. Pearson 
said the method of using 
periodic PSA test needs to be 
studied further to confirm its 
usefulness, before it is put 
into regular use. 

Dr. Pearson and a team led 
by Dr. H. Ballentine Carter 
of Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine studied 
PSA levels in 56 men who 
were already subjects in an 
aging study and bad given 
blood samples, which were 


frozen. 

Eighteen men who bad de- 
veloped prostate cancer by 
1990 showed significantly 
more rapid increases in PSA 
over periods ranging from 
seven to 25 years before di- 
agnosis than men with benign 
prostate disease or no dis- 
ease. 

Biopsies cost $350 to $550, 
are uncomfortable and can 
cause bleeding. Dr. Oesteri- 
ing said. 

A PSA level, in contrast, 
can be obtained through a 
$35 blood test, said both 


Another study in tbe jour- 
nal found no correlation be- 
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IN PLACE 
By Robert Lieblich 


ACROSS 
J Quoted 
6 ML daoorsMns 
10 — Mahal 
13 — avis 

17 Protest 

18 Beuieta 

20 Parted 

21 Rouassau opus 
23 SET 

27 Mu up 

28 Yours and mine 

29 Decorate afresh 

30 Card comixnatxm 

31 Etang 

33 Coronado's quasi 

34 Sal 

35 SET 

43 Husband to prtar 
of mb 

44 Buttons or Barber 


DOWN 

1 Fai K IW 

2 Single (tarn 

3 Hack 

4 Suround 

5 Agnus — 

6 Shipped 

7 Carry off sa cred, 

8 Admirable parson 

9 Parr antor. 

10 Smew 

11 Canoonlai Peter 

12 — aiai 

13 Sovereign's 
s«nd-*i 

14 Kitty m 
'Gunsmcke ' 

15 Dante's tana — 

16 Guinness 
19 Paced 
22 Suitor of 

nationality 

24 Bate's color’ 

25 Occult 


45 Pipe /art 
4fl Ash repository 

47 Miss, or Mo. 

48 Roe's fatal 
house 

50 So. that's id 

52 Sec 

53 Jack In England 
551003 

56 Org. tar dry laoes 
58 They bind 
GO Yale's Now place 
61 SET 

66 Pievious to 

67 Forbidden 

68 Study tree 

69 SET 

79 -Al — can do Js 
warn" (Owen) 

80 For leer that 


26 Boat's baa 
32 VHda of sang 

34 Extremely 

35 Measure depth 

36 Ms O'Grady 

37 Set of values 

38 Schedule abbr. 

39 Cara tor 

40 Native American 
warrior 

41 Pertc up 

42 Occurrence 

49 Vowel sequence 

50 One — Ume 

51 Rushed violently 

52 Banbtws 

53 Uniterm color 

54 Thai rtver 

56 Existed 

57 Addns of music 

58 Apocryphal book 

59 Press 
62 Thaws 


81 Ooc*! 

82 Stream term 

83 Equkm steering 
gear 

84 Was tn charge 

85 Seattle's zone 
letters 

86 Dress shape 

87 Those who do: 
SUM. 

88 Org. with 
Brussels HQ 

89 Where to get in 
hat water 

91 Nasser’s 
tronchad 

93 Hasun 

94 SET 

101 Charity 

102 Pub 


63 of Oir lives" 

64 Gadabout 

65 Concocted 

69 BOSards bounce 

70 Met event 

71 Damp 

72 Rggery 

73 Choose by ballot 

74 Consults 

75 Tagpabue's org. 

76 NobelBt Root 

77 Kind of boom 

78 Detectable 

84 Grassy areas 

85 Buddy 

86 Funny 
Johnson 

88 Am old style 

89 USoptomat 

90 Holiday event 

91 Straighten one's 
lege 

92 Pate 


Diagramlass 

ACROSS 
1 Room (fender 
5 Double-reed 
instrument 
8 Hub 

10 Midday 

11 Gutrmesa of 
tHmdom 

12 Oaring feat 

13 Roman love 


19 x 19 by James Herrick 


15 Kitchen Item 
ffi • — Palmas 

19 Sill 

20 Sharp 


DOWN 

1 C hlneastood 

2 Approximately 

3 Crazy as a — 

4 Time of fasting 

6 Kind of bean 

7 Toward shelter 

8 Express 

9 CM French coin 
12 Jaretin 

14 GUde over lea 

16 Rules of conduct 

17 Eastern servant 


22 Made tractable 

24 Woe is mal 

25 Cognizant 
28 Beginner In 

learning 
27 Chinese 
food 

32 Social class 
36 Rtear into the 
Caspian 
36 Fopiiar 

entertainment 

39 Bellow 

40 Slaps 


IB Animal fluid 

21 Eftgtarxfs Isis 

22 Chinese “way" 

23 Expel from a 
county 

27 City In Georgia 

28 OBve genus 

29 FMshed 

30 Hayworth 

31 Hold 


103 Bowman 

104 Great Olympic 

sdtata 

107 Seaport In 
Honduss 

108 Cut down 

109 Barney. Diana or 
Betsy 

113 SET 

1 17 Vsiy kxw-tem 
(tablets 

118 Gr. letter 

119 Peers 

120 Banctaeder 
Show 

121 "What — 
r*e_7" 

122 Govt- gp. 

123 AppBcatkxis 

124 WeBes or Been 


BSSerapos 

96 Tex. cby 

97 Spain and 


42 Nerve network 

43 Something tor a 
blacksmith 

45 Mr builder 

46 Loop^Sece of 

47 Chinese food 

SI — avis 

54 Procrastinator's 
wort 

55 Pavtovor 
Turgenev 

5fiWortcby 

Rousseau 


33 Top-notch 

34 Except 

35 Sametnfng of note 
Impor ta nce 

37 Inorti 
queen 

41 Chmnareod 
44 Woofly animal 
48 — Domingo 
48 Pertaining to Vie 
ear 

48 Thaw 


96 Acte rafcy 
99 Delphic prectour 
100 Cham saw noise? 

104 Sa-pcxntom 

105 Prefix for port or 

106 ^The Two — " 
(short-fe ted 

Steam) 

107 Cook's mess. 

HO Feed tor man or 

horse 

111 Shadow, 
pie*. 

112 Br gut 

114 Gbbon. eg. 

115 Gar. tribal 

dtetnet 

116 CNnoee “way'' 


57 Glove of a tend 

58 Sack ta* 

81 Perform 

62 Mineral Spring 

63 Express a be sef 
65 Unyiekflng 

87 Opera 
inghigm 
68 Chinese 

89 IS 

70 Plant mat yfatds 
dye 

71 GroeilMlbkM 


50 Before 

52 crews 

53 Betrayer 

58 Money to Man 

59 First: abbr. 

60 Edhie seeds 
62 Brawn pigment 

64 Soft food for 

tablet 

65 Venetian UM 



Last Week’s Cryptogram 

1. Rash fitleeit-day JBeptthlryan fllflmstar is termed “Capitol pauhtowif" 
by Democrat opponents. 

2. Decorator foaed certain old cartons contained colorful cretonne 
curtains. 

3. Buoyant humor may wear ae well, it should indeed always be in style. 

4. New soda Jnk just coo id not leant bow to make rich milk shakes. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. LOUA FUAR1 PUH'T H 1 L M) IMT H U W F* L LU 
HUI8M YMWY ATOO WOO STY YMTHT LUUR 


TRUISM. 


— By Lois H. Janos 


2. LQHM AMR LBMMJYMCSMJ MDMK WEES- 

YBEXPAW DBQAW JEESPM. KBM RPAXK C 
YES. — By Earl belaud 

3. RQV LRX EXKSUSVL K BYXRXUL KQMX QUIT 
KBMSESPQLSBU SU TBCD NDXYSBCV 
PB UP X tt L BE BX KS US US LTf —By ArmitagB Shank* 

4. ABC DAP GBHCDAF JKLJM CBBNCOAFP 
GAJHCLB QCPPFNB, GBP TGR DACJNKS 
CJDACNFP QS TCKF, FGOFN QASFN. 

— By Philip Brennan 
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tween physical exams of tbe 
prostate gland and elevated 
blood levels of PSA. That 
study , led by Dr. E. David 
Crawford of tbe University of 
Colorado Healthy Sciences 


Centre, lays to rest a concertibird related journal moved. Dr. Oesteriing dis- 
that pushing on tbe prostatdrid a group of Swedish missed that finding, saying 
gland might squeeze PSAwith untreated early the Swedish subjects were 
into the blood and elevatele cancer bad 10-year older than most U.S. patients 
test reading. Dr. Oesteriing! rates similar to men and had less aggressive 
said. prostate had been re- tumors. 


tumors. 




First tests for an i-AIDS vaccine 


World specialists in research on AMDS 
recently met in Paris. On that occasion. 
Professor Marc twtrard announced that fc«- 
man tests urhh an anti-AIDS vaccine 
would begin in the first half of 1992. 


By Jean Cbabrier 

PARIS — Two points have to 
be made to begin with: 

First of all, vaccination 
means placing a decoy inside 
the body . It has aO the char- 
acteristics of the micro- 
organism that one is seeking 
to fight, but all, or part of, its 
active elements have been 
removed. Like with a snake 
in which its venom-producing 
glands have been removed, it 
becomes harmless , while 
keeping the same appear- 
ance. The organism then pro- 
duces antibodies which mil 
recognise and destroy it, 
thanks to its “ immunity 
memory,” if ever it comes 
across it again. 

Secondly, in the case of 
AIDS, we are dealing with a 
virus. One of the essential 
characteristics of a virus is 
that it can mutate. The best- 
known example of this is tbe 
flu virus which changes great- 
ly from one year to tbe next. 
Moreover, tbe immunity 
reaction, caused tty tbe vac- 
cine, is limited in time and 
thus people have to be vac- 
cinated again every year. 

There are various difficult 
problems concerning the 
JHV virus, which is responsi- 
ble for tbe Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome 
{AIDS), leading to tbe col- 
lapse of all of the human 
organism’s defence systems, 
lie body thus becomes tbe 
prey of all infectious agents. 

To begin with, of all known 
human viruses , HIV is the 
one with the greatest muta- 
bility, even greater than for 
flu , able to mutate spon- 
taneously in a single indi- 
vidual over tbe months. As it 
changes constantly, it baffles 
tbe immnnity memory 
mechanism which becomes 
less and less able to recognise 
it in its ever more perfect and 
deceitful appearance and 
“disguises.” 


Just over- a hundred -years 
ago , tbe great French crimi- 
nologist, BertiUon, demons- 
trated that, however, perfect 
the disguise, certain charac- 
teristics of an individual 
could not be totally modified 
(facial angles, ears, finger- 
prints, etc.) and this is the 
direction that researchers 
have followed for HIV. Cer- 
tain parts of the virus are 
fairly constant, particularly 
those enabling it to enter cells 
by binding with the receiver 
CD4. Unfortunately, the pro- 
duction of antibodies remains 
low and injections of large 
amounts of vaccine do not 
stimulate this production of 
antibodies sufficiently. 

A potential vaccine 

However, tbe roost active 
antibodies close in on a part 
of tbe virus, the V3 loop. 
Unfortunately, this is the part 
that mutates the most easily. 

• Another difficulty lies in 
the protection of the vaginal 
ana rectal mucous mem- 
branes. If the virus manages 
to cross the barriers of the 
mucous membrane, it quickly 
finds a reservoir in which it 
can proliferate. These are the 
macrophages. Once it has en- 
t erea these cells, it becomes 
impossible to remove it with 
antibodies. Tbe infection can 
then spread from cell to cell 
unavoidably. So far, it bad 
never been necessary to have 
a vaccine offering protection 
locally. 

On an experimental level, 
there is no perfect animal 
model. Macaque monkeys 
develop a disease fairly dose 
to AIDS through a virus re- 
lated to HIV, but far from 
being tbe same. Chimpanzees 
canoe infected bymV, but 
do not go so far as to develop 
AIDS. 

Yet, this is the direction in 
research which has given re- 
sults. Experiments earned' 



ie Pasteur Institute on 


mzees protected by a 
il vaccine over the last 
a rs, showed that all 
e, due to a so-called 
ohenomenon) had be- 
naffected by HIV in 
■ of a particular strain, 
is just a beginning, 
the success of such 
ve experiments on 

inevitably leads to 
i humans. These are 
rs Phase 7 tests , main- 
1 at checking the vat> 
armlessness, and the 
production and qoah- 
le antibodies. 

ssor JR. Levy, from 
ional Agency of Re- 
»u AIDS, and Ptofes- 
c Girard thus decided 
i a period of erperi- 

)j3 h umans . OH 22011- 

volunteers, at the 


AIDS virus found mothers’ milk 


LONDON (R) — Mothers 
carrying the HIV virus, which 
causes AIDS, can infect their 
babies by breast feeding, re- 
searchers said. 

Breast-fed bai es were 
more than twice : likely to 
become infected • ian other 
children of HI r -infected 


mothers, according to a study 
published in Britain's Lancet 
medical journal. 

The research carried out in 
1984 and 1991 covered 721 
babies bom to 701 mothers in 
19 places in Italy, Germany, 
Britain, Belgium, Spain , 
Sweden and the Netherlands. 


■tudy said: ,l The, ba- 
f evidence suggests 
• be/s with established 
I mij transmit HTV 
i through breastmdk, 
the relative idjport- 
t his route remains to 
<ed.” - 

s bom prematurely 


were nearly four times more 
likely to contract the HIV 
virus than babies bom after a 
pregnancy of normal length- 

This was possibly because 
premature babies did not 
have sneb a strong immune 
system. 


"icisl pane 
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tmsts on anti-AMDS vaccine would b*r 


beginning of 1992. They in- 
sisted on the fact that it was 
simply a further step forward 
ana that a very great number 
of difficulties still remained, 
the same difficulties, in fact, 
that were besetting tbe five or. 
six research teams in tbe 
world, which had reached the 
same stage. 

Research has thus now 
reached tbe point at wbeeb a 
pause has to be made, during 
which tbe potential vaccine 
can be tested. Only after 
Phase 7, will it be possible to 
consider a further step fori 
ward. Even if there is optim-. 
ism and even if the dtauengd. 
of producing an effective vac-, 
due no longer appears 
possible to achieve, it JOUtf 
be strongly emphasised that it 
will not happen overnight — 
L'Actualite En France. 



N. 
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. By-Marcus Kabel 

. Itetrter 

BONN — . Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher, who ' stunned Bonn by 
aOTQoncing on Monday that he 
would quit the government next 
month, is- the world's iongest- 
scrme' foreign minister. 

Nearly two decades in charge 
of . Bonn's diplomacy were 
gowned by German unity in 
1990, 

& recent months, he has led a 
vigorous, campaign in support of 
Croatia's independence from 
Yugoslavia and, unsuccessfully, 
for the United' Nations to sead 


world’s longest serving foreign minister 


peace-keeping troops to Bosnia- 
Heraegovina. 

But the wily East-West diplo- 
mat, still Germany's most popu- 
lar politician, has come under 
growing pressure from critics who 
say he is out of touch with the* 
new post-cold war world. 

A key figure in bringing chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl to power in 
1982, Mr. Genscher is leaving the 
government with the ruling coali- 
tion's popularity slumping as it ' 
tackles the costs of unifying the 
old East and West Germany. 

Congratulations poured in 
when Mr. Genscher celebrated 
his 65th birthday last month with 


ftS Israel wants talks before polls 


(Continued from page l) 
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delay” seeking an accord with the 
Arabs as elections approach in 
IsraeL 

But Palestinian spokeswoman 
Ashrawi, after Tuesday morn- 
ing’s session at the State Depart- 
ment, showed less optimism than 
: after the first day of the talks, 
when die spoke of a “distinct 
possibility” for progress. 

-"There was disappointment to- 
day-bin it doesn't mean that it is 
■ entirely hopeless,” she said. 

; Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
‘ pirns had "several objections” to 
die Israeli proposal for elections, 
chiefly that ‘the Israelis still have 
ja hard time shedding the role of 
occupier.” 

7. She reiterated the Palestinian 
position that elections for a 
“Palestinian interim self- 
governing authority” should be 
held before municipal elections 
and that elections held under 
Israeli military' rale would be a 
^travesty." 

She said the Israeli propo sa l 
bad not been rejected but was 
unacceptable and that Palesti- 
nians would present a detailed 
answer, containing their objec- 
tions, cm Wednesday. 


The Israeli- proposed elections 
would give the Palestinians living 
under Israeli control a chance to 
choose leaders who would make 
arrangements to take over more 
than a dozen day-to-day activi- 
ties, indnding industry, schools, 
hospitals and agriculture. 

“It would appear that they are 
engaged in matters of substance,” 
Mr. Baker said after meeting with 
Mr. Levy. 

Mr. Levy has been at odds with 
his own government, and his 
meeting with Mr. Baker at the 
State Department symbolised the 
Bush administration’s eagerness 
for Israel to make comprom i ses 
with the Arabs. 

Golf states to attend 

wnHflatyr ak 

Gulf Arab states will attend the 
next round of multilateral talks 
with Israel on arms control, water 
and economic cooperation due to 
be held in May, a senior Bahraini 
official said Wednesday. 

The official Gulf News Agency 
(GNA) said Bahraini Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa received an 
invitation to attend the multi- 
lateral talks during a meeting 
with the Russian, British and 
Japanese ambassadors. 


Mojaddidi takes complete control 


(Continued from page 1) 


[people. 

;. The gunfire and artillery ex- 
-efian^ed during the battle for the. 
— ministry was heavy, but a 



Fighting between rebel tactions 
began Saturday after they 
flooded into the dty unchal- 
lenged. 

The Red Cross said at least IS 
people had been killed and nearly 
300 wounded by Tuesday mom- 


commander, who ktenti- . .. ihjgdts& Jhfe actual foil is thought 
tf only as Mohair, said to be much higher. 

' Mn Masood and Mr. Hek- 
matyar are from different ethnic 
groups and have different virions 
of the government that should 
succeed Mr. Najibullah. 

Mr. Hekmatyar favours strict 
imposition of Islamic law, while 
Mr. Masood holds with the mod- 
erate line taken by the governing 
coalition. 


his fighters was 

there were no casual- 
■tie s^a mong Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
[mesh -There was no word 
; Wednesday from Mr. Hekmaty- 
■ ar;the only significant rebel lead- 
er to resist cooperation with the 
new-, 20-member provisional 
'cotmril. 


Judicial panel to probe killings 


!• (Gontmoed from page 1) 

^Rris is an unusual crime, alien 
to our Jordanian society whose 
members are known for compas- 
sion for one another,” said Minis- 
ter Mbeideen in a statement to 
Fefra.- . 

fie voiced confidence that the 
-aasafiant or assailants will be 
eventually discovered and the 
motives behind their action 
:woidd be presented to the public. 
7 “It was an unprecedented and 
‘despicable crime and a dastardly 
a^” said Mr. Mbeideen. 
v Once the evidence has been 
collected the judicial authorities 
will spare no moment in imposing 
the strictest possible penalty on 
^ the culprit or culprits, he said. 


Apart from this crime and the 
killing of a Jordanian 
moneychanger three years ago, 
which had also sent waves of a 
horror and anger throughout the 
Jordanian society, the Kingdom 
knows no organised crime, the 
minister said. Ordinary crimes 
which occur now and then also 
plague other societies around the 
world, be noted. 

Furthermore, the minister said 
upon directives from Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the Ministry erf Justice is working 
an amendment to the existing 
penal code related to rape crimes. 
The amendment aims at introduc- 
ing stricter punishments against 
rapists, indnding the death penal- 
ty- 


a huge reception in a hilltop villa 
in Bonn. 

“An institution" Otto Lamb- 
sdorff, chairman of Mr. Gens- 
cher’s Free Democratic Party 
(FDP), proclaimed him. 

But his critics say Mr. Gens- 
cher is out of touch with post-cold 
war diplomacy. 

And younger politicians like 
Volker Ruehe, Mr. Kohl's ambi- 
tious right-hand man in the 
Christian Democratic Party 
(CDU) who became defence 
minister last month, have started 
to make a pitch for the foreign 
minister's job. 

Oskar Lafontaine, the tailed 


Sodal Democratic challenger to 
Mr. Kohl in 1990, sees Mr. Gens- 
cher as a master of detente-era 
manoeuvring who has lost his 
bearings now that the East- West 
divide has disappeared. 

“The autopilot has to be prog- 
rammed again. This is not easy 
for someone who has done his job 
well in a bipolar world for 18 
years," he wrote in Stem maga- 
zine last month. 

Even the conservative Bild Am 
Sonntag newspaper, a fan of Mr. 
Genscher during unification, has 
turned on him. 

“Genscher twirled the globe 
for years, then it almost ran him 


over and now it’s running away 
from him. He refuses to see this 
and almost nobody tells him,” it 
wrote on his birthday. 

On recent visits to Georgia and 
Albania, the man who once 
brought piles of German aid 
money to countries emerging 
from communist dictatorship 
could offer little more than words 
of support. 

Mr. Genscher became foreign 
minister in 1974 after five years as 
interior minister and acquired the 
stature of a statement in the 1980s 
as he saw the potential of Soviet 
perestroika and led a successful 
drive against new NATO missiles 


JOB VACANCY 

The Commercial Section of the Royal Embassy of Belgium in 
Amman is seeking to employ a commercial secretary (m/f). 
The applicant should have a sufficient knowledge of Dutch, French 
and English. 

Interested applicants are requested to send a detailed C.V. with 
photo to the following address: 

Administrative Attach^ 

Belgian Embassy 
P.O.Box 942 
Amman 


in Europe. 

As a young man. he fled com- 
munist East Germany in 1952. 
But he kept up his links with His 
hometown, Halle, and spoke with 
its characteristic nasal Saxon ac- 
cent. 

Mr. Genscher’s star started to 
wane during last year's Gulf war. 
He and Mr. Kohl disappeared 
from public view as the fighting 
between a U.S.-led coalition and 
Iraqi forces occupying Kuwait, 
shattered German hopes that the 
end of the cold war meant perma- 
nent peace. 

Later last year, he pleased 
many Germans — but alarmed 
foreigners — by tirelessly pushing 
his reluctant European Commun- 
ity partners into recognising 
Croatia and Slovenia. 

This campaign aroused resent- 
ment against a new, more asser- 
tive German. 

“In Brussels and around 
Europe, they won't forget very 
quickly how the Germans got 
what they wanted.” the liberal 
weekly Die Zeit commented. 

Mr. Genscher smothers critical 
questions in a thick fog of di- 
plomatic phrases that convey lit- 
tle information but seem to reas- 
sure Germans yearning for order 
in an unpredictable world. 

Always ready to speak before a 
camera or microphone, he laughs 
heartily with cartoonist who lam- 
poon his large floppy ears 


A word of tribute to 
the late Henry Cattail 


By Pascal Karmy 


It was sad news for me, and I 
am sure for many others, to 
leam about the death of Henry 
Cattan in Paris a few days ago. 

Henry Cattan was a well- 
known international jurist and 
a recognised authority on the 
Palestine question. Bom in 
Jerusalem in one of the leading 
families, he studied in the Col- 
lege ties Fri-res. He then stu- 
died law at Paris University 
from which he obtained his 

licence en droit, (Bachelor of 
law) and then left for London 
University from which he gradu- 
ated with an LLM (Masters de- 
gree in law) and became barrister 
at the Middle Temple. 

He returned to Palestine and 
became a lecturer at the Jeru- 
salem Law School, a member 
of the Palestine Law Council 
and one of the leaders of the 
Palestine Bar. In 1946 he gave 
evidence before the Anglo- 
American Com mi nee of In- 
quiry on the Palestine Ques- 
tion. In the following years he 
presented the PaJesrine Arab 
case at the special session of 
the General Assembly of the 


United Nations on behalf of 
the Arab Higher Committee 
and represented the Arabs 
during the ordinary sessions of 
the General Assembly in 1947 
and 1948. In 1948 he was 
appointed by the League of 
Arab States for discussions 
with Count Bernadette, the 
United Nations Mediator on 
Palestine. 

• • 

After the Palestine debacle 
in 1948 he lived in Beirut and 
became a member of the Bars 
of Lebanon and Syria. Then, in 
1975, following the war in 
Lebanon, he left for Paris 
where he died. He left a wife, a 
son and a daughter. 

He wrote several important 
books, some of which are the 
following: Palestine, The 
Arabs and Israel, Palestine 
And International Law, The 
Road To Peace, The Question 
Of Jerusalem, The Palestine 
Question, The Evolution Of 
Oil Concessions in the Middle 
East, and The Law of Oil 
Concessions. 

His death is indeed a loss for 
his colleagues and a loss for all 
Palestinians. 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
Potash Production Expansion 

I.F.B. No. 30-4857-65-8 
Advertisement 
for 

The Supply of 380V Motor Control Centres 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan plans to 
expand production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The facilities 
will be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200km north of the port of Aqaba. 
The Arab Potasti Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering for 
above to apply for tender documents to APC or Jacobs at the 
address shown below from which they can obtain the tender documents. 
The cost for each tender copy is $40- non-refundable. 


1. Mr. fasa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co., LtdL, 
P.O.Box 1470, 

Amman - Jordan 

Fax No-- 962-3-3771 25/SIte. 

Fax Noj 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. 
Telex No.: 21683 Potash JO. 

Tel. Hoz 666165/6- Amman 

665116 or 03-377121 -Site 


2. Mr. Norman Camler, 
Jacobs International Inc, 
Merrfon House, 

Merrlon Road, 

Dublin 4, Ireland 

Fax No.: 353-1-2695487 
Telex No^ 30295 JCBS-EI 
TeL Not: 353-1-2695686 


The supply includes eight (8) Nos of 380V motor control centres of totally 
enclosed metal clad, industrial type. ' 

The closing date for submission of tenders will be 12:00 noon June 08, 
1992. 

Suppliers who fail to have their bid security in place on/or before the bid 
due date, will not be considered. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 


Under The Patronage of H.R.H. Crown Prince Hassan 

The Musical Play 

Jordan Peace Child 92 



At The Palace of Culture / Al Hussein Youth City , .i \j 

SHOW DAYS : Thursday 30 / 4 / i»2 at 7pm ... - 

Friday 1 / 5 / 19B2 atSpm , _ . 

Saturday 2 < 5 / 1992 at 7 pm .ft Mllr. •*— m<LJ£«LJi IMC-i r- i ■ 


Friday 
Saturday 
TICKET PRICE: A J.D. 3.000 
B J.D 2.000 
C J.D. 1.000 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:. Royal Cjfcral Comer RCC 


, ^ 


.Jabal Amman Fraa Bookshop . Rainbow Supemvu 
hat. SvHMt Supomuukfll. Urn Uthatna : Satan Comer 
•Al Swafia : Al feudal Library , Chez Hetda.7ti Crete: 
Uuskr Box.Jatw Center - Pizza Hut. AJ Shmemn : 
Al hsttqlaJ Utfuy.BabWie. Al WWcteh: Efc«*w . 


•Al Hussein : Atari Supermarket. Dtwm Town : 

i Pharmacy .Ai Gardens SB- Safeway Interna- 


Sabbaph Pham 
tonal. Bnyatta 

• Mousing Bar* 


Wad Al SB : Shahoan Supermarket . 
Canter : Dana Bookshop . 


i Housing 

For Hone Information Plsme CaB 669062 - 638277 



•i— mr -i r- 
•L— Z-MMOt.1211 wv a .• 
rUrf. IJI.UI3l W>4/f ■ i~i ~ It • 

.$« 1 1 1 «. L anty pbiril Jjj L» UaJijiiJi 

J<fr 4 r.— rfV 48 trl tilAJtf . 

■tr/iVV-YH.n 

CAliaJI pbl Jljb jwas Jikju Jfc jSljjJI £lu • 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, A m FREIGHT 
FORWARDING.: DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 



CROWN I 

i INT’L EST, rn 
s Packing, shipping, = 
5 forwarding, storage, H 
§ clearing, door-to-door i 
g service 3 

Air nrxrl I ■ 
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The firsts beft 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan . 

1st Circle, Mat Amman, near 
. .. Ahliyyah Girts School: 


Open daily lZ1X)-3:30 

p;m.. 

- 6:3Q-Midnigbt 

Ttimm 


p£iHNC 


authentic) 

CHINESEi ' 

. CUISINE 
elegant __ 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate price* 

sjutnisjni_fd .WU230 

< now open daily > ' 


m mpr mm m 

&M, ft! 



Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent andf 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sate.' 

For further details, pl*fue| 
call 

lAbdonn Real! 


(TeL 810605, 810609, 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
- Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

. Come and taste our 
* specialities 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. . 

y 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

% 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 

Siam 30% fargurr 

• Free mnfmrpm- 
mmat 20 x 30 


Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Pbone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


& 



IX* 




ISpetial Obese Foods 
iWBed Odntse Chefs 

|qya jtaMJp A Mto-IMO <My| 


Wadi Saqjra Road 
near Philadelphia' Hotel A 

[fat wW Am man! 


0m« Tasted 
AhMiuLcuetf 


23 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

GALLSOHA 

AT 


DD 


A5E 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAI'OTEL 

||JL 2 <jl|IS 


Amman - T&. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED I Nr 

TRAVEL - TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL 637580/624262 
FAX 862 ^ 6-610198 
■fang Hussein Street, Amman 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
1W ■ 15 ffl & 1&30- 23-30 

Tel: 03-214415 





YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^ 

■fc Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
-A Shoes repair * Engraving 
* Kays Service 

☆ Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches al YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



3 lefU 


m s 


c/i He 
^ ^(poc&iait <£$a,l 

819564 - Abdoun 





• Jj 1 

JJXL -- 







Nightly At Hotel's Bar 
Tel. 665121 


l.. 
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Short defeats Karpov, to play 
Timman in candidates final 


LINARES, Spain (R) — British 
grandmaster Nigel Short beat 
Anatoly Karpov of Russia in the 
final game of their World Chess 
Championship semifinal Tuesday 
to take the 10-game series 6-4 and 
qualify for the candidates final. 

Short, 26, completed his histor- 
ic win over the former 'world 
champion after 41 moves and . 
four-and-a-half hours of a Sicilian 
defence. 

The Briton will face Jan Tim- 
man of the Netherlands in the 
final eliminator somewhere in 
Spain in January for the right to 
battle for the world title with 


champion Garry Kasparov of 
Russia. 


Timman Monday completed a 
6-4 victory over another Russian,. 
Artur Yusupov. 

Short was euphoric after his 
victory. 


*'The last game was very sharp, 
very competitive,” he told Reu- 
ters. “Karpov had to play a Sici- 
lian defence because he had to try 
to win. This was a game some- 
body had to lose.' 1 

He said be had not panicked 
when Karpov went ahead early in 
the series. 


“The third game was the har- 
dest for me as I missed a winning 
position." 

Short rated his win in the 
eighth game as his best perform- 
ance of a sequence in which he 
confessed the standard of play 
had not been very high. 


“But that is understandable. In 
a series like this, only 10 games 
with so much at stake, players 
are very tense and nervous and 
there are bound to be a lot of 
mistakes.” 

Asked what he thought his 
defeat of Karpov meant for inter- 


national chess. Short replied: 
“The is not the end of Karpov 
but it is the end of something." 

Short's victory means that for 
the first time since Karpov lost 
the World Championship to Kas- 
parov in 1985, he will not be the 
next challenger for the tide. ■ 

The Briton, who became an 
international master at the age of 
14 and grandmaster at 18, said he 
had not yet bad time to think 
about his dash with Timman in 
the final eliminator. 


“I have only been thinking 
about Karpov,” he said. 


Grand Prix organisers unlikely to ban Krabbe 


LONDON (R) — Organisers of 
the world's leading athletics 
meetings are unlikely to ban Ger- 
many's double world sprint cham- 
pion Katrin Krabbe if the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration (IAAF) decides she is not 
guilty of manipulating dope tests. 

This week the assistant director 
of the Stockholm Grand Prix, 
Pers-Andets Persson, said the 
Stockholm organisers had de- 
cided not to invite Krabbe to 
their meeting on July 2. 

Persson said several organisers 
would probably also ban Krabbe 
and added that the matter would 
be considered at a spring meeting 
of promoters in Stockholm this 
weekend. 

“Our decision to not invite 
Krabbe is not a statement on 
whether we think she is guilty or 
not,” he said. 

“It has to do with the feelings 
of other athletes, who apparently 
don't want her around, who feel 
they are not competing on equal 
terms," 

But a survey of other Grand 
Prix promoters did not show any 


support for Persson's stand which 
followed 


[lowed the decision by the Ger- 
man Athletics Federation (DLV) 
decision this month to lift its 
four-year ban on former east 
German Krabbe, the 100 and 200 
metres world champion, for 
allegedly manipulating dope 
tests. 

That decision, which also 


cleared Krabbe's team mates Grit 
Breuer and Silke Moeller, will be 
considered by the IAAF council 
in Toronto next month who will 
then decide whether to refer the 
case to their own arbitration 
panel. 

Most promoters agreed with 
Res Bruegger. organiser of the 
Zurich Grand Prix, the world's 
wealthiest meeting, who prefer- 
red to wait for the IAAF deci- 
sion. 

“It is too early to take a stand 
on this issue,” Bruegger said. 
“We must wait and see what the 
IAAF does. Anyway I must 
emphasise it is the prerogative of 
the organiser to invite whom he 
wants. That is up to the organis- 
er.” 

Manfred Germar, director of 
the Cologne Grand Prix, said he 
did not endorse a boycott. 

“What's decisive is whether 
Katrin Krabbe runs at the Olym- 
pics," Germar said. “If the IAAF 
clears her, then she will run with 
us.” 

The director of the Seville 
meeting, Leonardo Chaves, said 
he did not wish to prejudge the 
issue. 

“Until there is a decision that 
she is guilty, we will not take any 
strong action,” Chaves said. “At 
the moment we are fully in favour 
of Krabbe taking part.” 

Nice meeting director Robert 
Bertojo said the question was 
largely irrelevant as the leading 


Germans would be undertaking 
pre-Olympic training at the time 
of his meeting. 

But he added: “There is a baric 
principle of justice that people 
are innocent until proved guilty. 
If you start pointing the finger at 
athletes on grounds of suspicion, 
you could point it at everyone... 
once the IAAF makes a decision, 
the situation may be different.” 

His position was echoed by 
Wilfried Meert, organiser of the 
Brussels Grand Prix, who said: 
“If the IAAF suspends Krabbe 
then it's simple, if the IAAF 
releases her we can still talk. 
There's no use in talking about it. 
if the IAAF upholds the suspen- 
sion there's no discussion, she’s 
gone for four years.” 

U.S. promoters said they had 
heard no talk of boycotts. 

“She was deemed not guilty by 
the German Federation and as far 
as I am concerned, I would love 
to have her,” San Jose meeting 
director Bert Bonanno said. 

New York meeting director 
Allan Stein f eld said he had consi- 
dered inviting Krabbe before the 
eloping incident. 

“Not knowing whether she 
would make it back or not we 
went forward and spent the 
budget on other athletes,” Stein- 
feld said. 

“But had the incident been 
derided very, very quickly we 
would have invited her, because 
we were thinking of inviting her 


to begin with.” 

If the LAAF derides not to 
overturn the DLV decision, 
Krabbe will be on course to win 
the Barcelona Olympic sprint 
double and raise further her 
already huge commercial poten- 
tial. 

And as Berlin Grand Prix chief 
Rudi Thiel asked rhetorically: 
“Can you imagine Krabbe be- 
coming Olympic champion in 
Barcelona and we not inviting her 
to Grand Prix meetings?” 


Borg made 
to suffer 
again 


MUNICH (R) — Bjorn Borg’s 
fr-my c comeback suffered another 
blow Tuesday when he was swept 
out of the Munich Open first 
round by Croatian Goran Prpic. 

The five times Wimbledon 
champion looked lost on the slow 
day court as Prpic triumphed 6-1 
6-0 in just 47 minutes. 

Borg has now lost all four of his 
games on the circuit since he 
ended seven years of retirement 
last year, prompting advice from 
leading players to concentrate on 
the veteran tour. 
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Announcing the opening of Summer 
Season for the most elegant Italian 
Fashions of 92 


Housing Bank Complex - StinMtaanl 
1st floor (Kids) taL 873992 
Ground floor (Aduftsj tsL: 872827 
Girts & Guys — Grincttays Bank Bldg. 
Shmelsanl - ML 884918 
Jabal Al Huss otn, O pp- Ashnana 
Complex - ML 873878 


S0m TO WAKE 
| WU UP BIS BROTHER 
BUT I'VE BEEN 
THINKING 


I HAVE BEGUN TO 
D0UBTTHE EXISTENCE 
OF THE TOOTH FAlRY.. 



15 IT WR0N6 TO LIE 
AWAKE AT NIGHT 
THINKING ABOUT 
SUCH THINGS? 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



SPORTS HEWS IN BRIEF 


Monaco squeezes into cup final 


CANNES. France (R) — Monaco sqaeezed.mto the French Cup 
final in a penalty shoot-out after their semifinal with Cannes 


ended in a goalless draw after extra time. Monaco's veteran 
keeper Jean-Luc Ettori saved Cannes' second spot kick taken by 
Dutch stopper Addick Koot and his team went on. to convert all 
their penalties to win 5-3. Monaco, who meet Werder Bremen of 
Germany in die European Cup Winners’ Cup final in Lisbon next 
We dnesday , will face either champions Marseille or second 
divirion Bastia in the French final in Paris on May 10. If Marseille 
win next Tuesday’s semifinal in Corsica, die two Mediterranean 
dubs will meet in the final for the third time in the past four 
seasons. 


English clubs to vote on new system 


LONDON (AP) — English Football League clubs will be asked 
to approve a radical new system to award up to five competition 
points for a win. Teh proposal would not affect the 22 Premier 
League dubs which will split from the league next month. League 
spokesman Ian Cotton said Wednesday the proposals would be 
put to the remaining dubs at the league's annual general meeting 
on June 5. Under the proposal, -a win by three goals or more 
would be worth five points, by two goals four points, and one goal 
three points. A tie would be worth one point. It would be die 
second time the league changed its points system. From 1888 to 
1981, wins were worth two points and ties one point. The current 
three points for a win, one for a tie was adopted in the 1981-82 
season. The proposal, from a league sub-committee, would 
reward high scoring teams. The league hopes it would also attract 
fans and television rights, which rt fears losing to the premier 
league. 


Belgian club gets heavy fine 


BERNE (R) — UEFA Tuesday ordered Belgium’s Club Brugge 
to play their next home match in any of its dub competitions at 
least 150 Ions from their home stadium because of crowd violence 
at a European Cup Winners’ Cup tie on April 1. The Disciplinary 
Committee of European soccer’s governing body also fined 
Brugge 48,000 Swiss francs ($31,360) for the trouble and poor 
organisation of the home leg of their semifinal against Germany’s 
Werder Bremen. Brugge’s Daniel Amokachi, sent off in die 
second leg in Bremen, was suspended for four matches. Werder 
won the tie to go through to the final against Monaco. 


McCarthy given Formula One go-ahead 


LONDON (R) — Perry McCarthy’s on-off bid to break into 
Formula One was settled Tuesday when he said his application for 
a super-licence had been confirmed. The Briton can now make his 
Grand Prix debut for the revamped Andrea Moda team in Spain 
this weekend. “It is very satisfying to at last know I am going to 
fulfil my dream of driving in Formula One,” he said. “I have 
worked hard for years to reach this level and it was very 
disappointing when it was taken away from me in Brazil.’' 
McCarthy expected to appear in the Brazilian Grand Prix earlier 
this month but his super-license was withdrawn by the Interna- 
tional Motor Sports Federation less than 24 hours before he was 
due to participate in p re-qualifying. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY t, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll fUghtar Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
well aspected May Day with the 
Moon pining Jupiter gets the 
month of to a good stars as Venus 
moves into , fixed Taurus and the 
Moon resides there as well affect- 
ing definite schedules. 


ARSES: (March 21 In April 19) 
You have some new ideas of a 
personal nature that are very good 
for you so long as they are not 
connected with some outride word- 
ly interest. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some private desire that 
you can gain by having a new and 
fresh approach at it but don't go Off 
to some new venture coming from 
afar. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Go 
along with an influential pu blic or 
outside man of inflates but avoid 
business person who is very greedy 
to get every cent that is available. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are now in a position 
to spark up your daily activities 
while at the same time don’t be 
taken in by a dever outsider with 
an axe to grind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to have some special pleasure or 
entertainment you enjoy but at the 
same time don’t let some onerous 
tasks keep you from enjoying re- 
creations. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Concentrating upon bringing a 
new harmony into your home is a 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 99 1 Trtoune m 


HOW TO ESCAPE THE VISE 
North-South vulnerable. South 


potential now while pleasures 
could prove both costly and un- 
satisfactory at this time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can dash around, make 
new allies and achieve construction 
outside interest but being tied to 
home and family would be non- 
productive to you now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is a fine time no get 
into whatever you think you can do 
to have a greater abundance and to 
share your wordly assets but not 
good tor visiting various pah. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have excellent 
ju d g m e n t now and envision every- 
thing with darity so make deci- 
sions, except where money or 
property matters axe concerned. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think over your most 
desirable longings of a private na- 
ture and how you can best attain 
them but don’t make fbem-pubiic 
at this time. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A day t o get in touch with 
the most influential friends who 
are available and let them know of 
your wishes but avoid one who 
limits and restricts you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Get out in the world to see and 
to be with those who are to aid you 
in advancing your wordly interests 
and ignore a friend who ties up 
your hours. 


NORTH 

49852 

A K 

0KQJ962 

* 7 

WEST EAST 

4 A 6 4 * * J 10 7 3 

J 8 7 5 3 2 7 10 96 

■0 8 4 0 73 

*64 * K 9 5 2 

SOUTH 

*KQ 

?Q4 

0 A 10 5 

* A Q J 10 8 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pam 1 0 Pus 

3 * Pass 3 0 Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 9 Pass 

6 NT Pass Pass Pan 

Opening lead: Five of 7 
For a simple squeeze to operate, 
declarer needs to be only one trick 
short of his goal and be unable to 
afford to lose any more tricks. If 
declarer still has a loser to spare, the 
defenders will have a safe discard 
and can't be squeezed 
We don’t understand South’s in- 
sistence on a no trump contract. 
Had South supported North’s dia- 
monds instead, an odds-on contract 
of six diamnnda would surely have 
been reached. 


After careful inspection of the 
combined assets, declarer saw that, 
barring a miracle in chibs, there 

were only 11 tricks to be had even 
with the king of dubs onsida. Since 
there was no hurry to take the fi- 


and immediately led a spade to the 
king and West’s ace.' A heart return 
was taken in dummy, and declarer 
cashed the queen of spades before 
running six diamond tricks. 

That proved to be too much for 
East, who could afford to discard 

one card from each of the black suits 
and no more. East had to k*rp a 
spade to stop dummy's aime of 
spades from being promoted to a 
trick, so the defender was forced 
down a doubleton king of chibs. As ft 
result, declarer was able to land the 
slam by scoring three club tricks 
with the help of a finesse. 

Look at. the difference if West 
doesn't “correct the count” for de- 
clarer by winning the ace of n uyflw 
at trick two. When declarer runs 
diamonds, East can discard two 
hearts and a card from each black 

suit. When declarer than cashes the 
second heart. East can let go of an- 
other spade. No matter what dedar- 

er does, the defenders now will 
either come to a chib and the ace of 
spades - or a heart and the ace of 
spades. Tty it. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 30, 1992 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
morning is -an ideal time to work 
out long tam fiiiancul plans and to 
dose out this week constructively 
by taking stock all around you. 
Seek good friends for a sociable 
time. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The morning brings a chance to 
wind up some arrangements with 
an associate while in the evening 
you hare a dunce to uncover some 
unusual circumstance regarding 
another person. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
add considerable charm to 


You can i 

your surroundmgsin the early part 
of the day after which it is advis- 
able to study ways to increase your 
image. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
can make some interesting social 
plans in the morning while later it 
is necessary to get into the various 
tasks facing yon r e qui rin g actum. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Pot some added charm 
and beauty , into your -residence 
then you can get off to souk 
unusual recreation and have a 
wonderful, exciting time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Com- 
munications of i m port an ce can be 
made to work senubty this morn- 


think up ways to make your posses- 
sions more attractive or. valuable 
while m the evening yon can get 
your surroundings improved. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Look into the various personal 
activities that mean die mori to 
you and then you can foter get into 

more practical matters and get 
them or gan is e d. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider wen your secret 
desires in the morning and make 
decisions regarding them and in 
the evempg you can then go after 
them in a definite fashion. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Clarify whatever 
your own personal longings hap- 
pen to be and in the evening you 
can make real progress in mating. 
them part of your fife. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Aperaatof pctxnineo- 
ce win be amenable to a request 
from you in the morning while 
later you can join devoted friends 
for a very meaningful evening. 


mg but in the evening do what your 
family expects of you and reap the 
rewards. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the morning for you to 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can get that advanced 
information for which you have 
been searching afterwards make a 
point to do what is requited of you 
m public matters. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are apt to be way off base 
in your intuitive perceptions in die 
morning but tonight you see condi- 
tions as they are and can use them 
to your gain. 


THE BETTER HALF. 

rx 


By Harris 



“All I did was yawn...and now I can’t 
get it to leaver 


I [THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME. 
|a by Henri Arnold and Boh Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four o rtfinary words. 


YALLD J 



mz 

_L 



r 

nuBic 

* 


n 

m 

□ 

_u 



RUJ 

INO 

□z 

IE 


HE WOUUMT SE iM 
SUCH A HURRY IF 
HE KMEW HE WAS 
PR IVINS 


NELPOL 


^ FTS 

^ 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: |C XjC I I XI 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JimMes: COMET ABBEY BRANDY PARADE 
*— B 


THE Daily Crossword by George Urqubart 


ACROSS 
1 — ot Are 
5 Author Loos 
10 Diner sign 

14 Ft. magazine 

15 Dynamite 
inventor 

16 — suey 

17 Scapa — . Scot 

18 Boring tooJ 

19 "For — Jody. 


■ 

m 

m 

a 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

la 

■ 

■ 

■< 


20 3rd Sunday in 
June/passenger 
train ear 

23 Suit to — 

24 Fortification 

25 Sudden outburst 
28 Lost color 

31 Rose's than ■ 

32 NoaHs stop 

34 Now Guinea city 
37 Upset/past 
one's prime 

40 Schedule abbr. 

41 Glossy finish 

42 In a frenzy 

43 Sew loosely 

44 Rabin beginning 

45 Distribute 
48 River to the 

Moselle 
50 Uta 

lacker/" Moun- 
tain State" 

57 Matinee — 

58 Fr. river 

59 Passable 

60 Hackman or 
Autry 

61 "Hedda Gabter" 
author 

82 " thirty. 

something" star 
63 Humdinger . 

54 Signified 
65-Then there 
were—" 


C19BZ TrtOun* Ueoe Serena, ire 
MdgieRwed 


8 Anatomical 
tissue 

9 Associate 

10 Reverberated 

11 In front 

12 Puccini opera 
13BasebeflHaU-of- 

Famer Warren 

21 WWllarea 

22 Or. Island 
25 indulge to 

excess 


26 Adjoin 
Mnuicoi 


DOWN 

1 Actor Goldblum 
2Stewpot 
3 "Thanks —1" 

♦ Yale city 

5 Netman Agassi 

6 Scandinavian 

7 Footnote abbr. 


27Mkancoir - 

28 Gay - 

29 Comedfa dsT — 

30 Comedian Bert 
32 Sts. 

33-Tom 

.3* Type of 
bean 

35 Cockeyed 
38 Ms Sommer . 

38 Efltfshaped 

39 Actor Ford 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sabred*- 


nnna nnm tniaonn 
□nnn qhddj unnnn 
ancHumrannn nnaoR 
□□□£!□□□ nranBQPn 
man asan hbg 

rcnmnn nnnn nnp 
annn nmann nnnn 
nnrc nniiin nonnrJ 
rannnnrinnnnnH 

□nra nnrnn 
nonaapin nnactfing 
nnnnn mnannrcnflC 
□nnnn □nna anon 
□hhob ann ongo 


43 Kegtar 

44 Joke 


45 Pedro's friend 
45 Burdened 

47 Sierra — 

48 Warning device 

49 weairr 
51 Slender 




exch 



52 SoBoquy start 

53 Passport 

■ endorsement- 

54'— -contendere 
56 'The doctor — 
56 Superior 



fell 



.SV-.nbi 
7 j ,. , 

;v-Ss 


Qf 
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' Jordan .Times 

in co-opcralion with . 

Cairo Amman Bank 


■ofnai. : - .'Cairo Amman 

CV__ c Of ^ MS. Dollar In I uter notional MnrttMS 


Currency 


StrrKnjt round 


CLOSE 

lh*tt/4/92 IimiZ9/4/H 



Swisslraitc- - . 


Jfrrnch Krauc . 


Jnpaiwxc uh 


Kimpran lummy Unit 



.24 4*« 



S»te Franc 


Krrncli Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Uni! I JO. 03 


Wo " ,lA hW r "**« onnbc il 5 - IMb,* l.ma.nra ■>, c n wMhnt. 

I* red otis Metals . Data: 


II 

6 turns |i 

utai 

10.37 

10*31 

9.75 

9.68 

0.68 

isai 

9.93 

9.93 

A. 65 

4.56 

. 10.12 

10.19 



IIHII/Oz Jll/Cm 


.090 


Currency 


VS. Dollar 


SterDnp Pouml 


Deutsche Mark 


Swlu Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guiltier 


Smlish Krona 


Italian Lira 4 


Iklpan Franc 


Other Currencies 


Currency 


Itahrnfaii Dinar 


Irhanrat Lira* 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 



Dat« 29/4/92 




Services Sector 


Demker Jl. lie -■ IN 



EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) r— Following arc the buying and selling rates for 
leading world' currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7745/55 

1.1938/43 

1.6535/45 

1.8610/20 

1.5162/72 

33.96/00 

5.5730/80 

1242/1243 

133.55/65 

5.9860/9930 

6.4S75/4625 

6.3915/65 

1.4284/4306 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsebemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs' 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen- 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns. 
U.S. dollars 




CONCORD 


Stood And Sand 


' Shows: 330, 6.30, 830, 1030 


Tel: 677420’ 


AI Mashini Theatre . . .. 


- Today and every day you can meet with - 

Rable Shihab 

performing at the Nabn Ai Mashini Theatre in a ptey 
entitled: 

. Arabs of the . year 2000 

in cooperation with Yousef Yousef - AH Abdul Aziz 
and a group of your favourite actors. , 
at 8:3d pm every everting. •. 

For tiwrwHns cml tyL 1 D/S571 / 


EC slams Greek economy* Indonesia 
calls for more austerity to °P en . 

Tclamir 

ATHENS (R) . — The European office since April 1990, has been public sector debt of 135 to 140 XiJlUllllv 
Community (EC) has given a hurt by his economic measures, per cent of its gross domestic 
devastating view of Greece’s eco- In a recent by-election for a seat product (GDP)— its total annual T_ 0 ^ 
nomy, saying that despite two m parliament, the opposition output of goods and services. Dulilv 
years of austerity “a very substan- Socialists increased . their vote by The report said Greece's in- 

tial, vigorous and effective about 30 per cent. , ability to service public debt fully a 

adjustment package is needed im- Despite any trouble that new was due to the government's T OrFOW 

mediately mpAaimi mioht huiw tlw. omimh. himV miwiui# raicino I »V/U1V/A A V/ V" 


ATHENS (R) . — The European 
Community (EC) has given a 
devastating view of Greece's eco- 
nomy, saying that despite two 
years of austerity "a very substan- 
tial, vigorous and effective 
adjustment package is needed im- 
mediately.” 

The EC Commission report 
Slammed almost every aspect of 
the economy and raised doubts 
about tax reforms early this year, 
saying that they could lead to a 
very substantial loss in 1992 re- 
venues. 

“The outlook for Greece is one 
of great difficulty. The failure to 
adjust, despite a number of tough 
measures, is leading to a con- 
tinuous deterioration in the finan- 
cial-system,’* it said. 

The report questioned the gov- 
ernment's resolve to stand by 
austerity measures imposed so far 
— much less to pile on more. 

'There is a risk that policy 
measures taken in 1991 and 1992 
go in the wrong direction which 
would worsen the outlook for 
adjustment,” it said. 

The popularity of Prime Minis- 
ter Constantine Mitsotalds, in 


office since April 1990, has been 
hurt by his economic measures. 
In a recent by-election for a seat 
m parliament, the opposition 
Socialists increased /their vote by 
about 30 per cent. 

Despite any trouble that uew 
measures might cause the govern- 
ment. the report called for im- 
mediate action this year, followed 
by “further continuous and sus- 
tained adjustment measures” — 
which usually means less spend- 
ing and more taxes. 

This was the only way for 
Greece to meet commitments 
made at the December EC sum- 
mit to join its 11 EC partners on 
the road to a single market and 
single European currency. 

Greece is falling further behind 
other EC states, with the only 
double-digit inflation rate, the 
only currency outride the EC’s 
exchange- rate mechanism and 
- doggedly high budget defiats. 

The report implied that Greece 
was seen increasingly in a critical 
light at international talks and 
must act immediately if it wished 
to reverse that view. 

Greece was badly crippled by a 


public sector debt of 135 to 140 
per cent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP) — its total annual 
output of goods and services. 

The report said Greece's in- 
ability to service public debt fully 
was due to the government's 
weak revenue raising. 

It questioned forecasts by the 
government, which launched a 
three-year austerity plan shortly 
after its election, saying they 
were “clouded by uncertainty.”. 

Greek inflation has stuck 
around 18 per cent since August, 
with prospects for only a modest 
fall by the end of 1992. This 
compares to 22.8 per cent annual- 
ly at the end of December 1990. 

Forecasts of an inflation rate of 
12 per cent for 1992 were overly 
optimistic and the best Athens 
could hope for was 14 per cent by 
December, the report said. 

Even the few areas of praise 
were heavily qualified. The re- 
port applauded a drop in the 
current account deficit to 51.5 
billion in 1991 from $3 .5 billion in 
1990 but said this was due largely 
to a rise in EC transfers and “two 
cloudy items.” 


Yeltsin says West must 
not dictate conditions 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has said be would 
not allow the West to dictate 
conditions to Russia despite the 
country’s economic plight. 

In comments a p parent l y tai- 
lored to ease domestic fears over 
Russia's acceptance into the In- 
ternationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Mr. Yeltsin said he did 
not share the body’s views on all 
issues. 

“We do not intend to' work to 
the direct dictation of file IMF,” 
be said at Moscow airport before 
leaving on a tour of Russia’s 
remote north. “We will stick to 
our point of view." 

Russia, desperately in need of 
binds to bade economic reforms, 
was formally approved for mem- 
bership of the -IMF and World 
Bank .<& JVfonday .dealing . the 
Way for a $24 billion international ' 
credit. . .. , -. r 

1 “We tto iiiat want. to-- throw 
ourselves headlong into the abyss 
and grab all $24 billion at once,” 
Mr. Yeltsin told reporters, insist- 
ing his reforms were carefully 
-planned but open to “tactical” 
adjustments. 

A former top economic adviser 
to erstwhile Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev expressed 
doubts about the government’s 
abifity to handle the money effec- 
tively. 

“The government has so far, 
for some reason, not made 
known its plans. Whether they 
exist or not, no one will say,” 
Grigory Yavlinsky, who first 
raised the idea of joining the IMF 
last year, wrote in the newspaper 
Komsomolskaya Pravda. 

“The IMF has experience of 
successfully supporting reform, 
but there are also examples of 


failure. Everything depends on 
us,” be wrote. 

The IMF was reviled in official 
communist media for decades as 
an oppressi v e tool of world capi- 
talism imposing its terms ruthless- 
ly on helpless co un t ri es. Suspi- 
cions remain in the general 
population despite fire political 
changes. 

Hardline groups, including 
nationalists and communists, por- 
tray integration into fire Western 
financial system as a “sell-out” 
that will throw an impoverished 
population to the mercy of finan- 
ciers in New York, London and 
Frankfurt. 

It seemed likely Mr. Yeltsin’s 
remarks were intended more to 
pre-empt these attacks than to 
send warnings to the West. But 
the^ president, can havp^no fllu- 
rions about the ddicaiy of rela- ! 
tipns .with. his new allies. - 

. His. , governments .which ipnly : 

this month beat off a hardline 
attempt to curb reform, could 
face these tense negotiations 
when hardship, especially unem- 
ployment, begins to bite in the 
country’s industrial heartland. 
Pressure could grow sharply to 
support ailing plants and cushion, 
the blow of market economies. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who insists there is 
no turning back from market 
reforms, said he hoped to find a 
common language with Western 
leaders at a summit with U.S. 
President George Bush in June 
and Group of Seven talks with 
the world’s top industrial nations 
in the German city of Munich in 
July. 

The IMF and World Bank are 
tying credits to tough structural 
adjustments in te nded to cut gov- 
ernment spending, especially on 



Flat For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, one bathroom, sitting room, 
salon, dining room, glassed-in veranda, ground floor. 
Location: Urn Ai Summaq AI Shamali near the Municipality 
Annual rent JD 3,500 

Call tel.: 655403 - 828461 - Amman . 


10 O— Goethe - Institut Amman 

EINLADUNG 

“Binationale Famillen - Ene ModeHerfahrung fflr Internationale 
Bezletiungen" 

Vortrag von Frau Dr. Josi Salem - Pickartz 
am Samstag, den 2.5. 1992 urn 19Uhr 

Goethe - Institut Jabal Amman, Abdel Munlm AI-RHa’I 
Street 5, tel. 641 993 



Tom Cruise _ In 

DAYS OF THUNDER 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m. 

\ On Thursday and Friday we have special shows for 
children at 11 a.m. the film is: 

•The Fox and the Hound” J 


subsidies. Foodprices have 
already been allowed to rocket, 
causing widespread hardship. 
The next re fo rm step, fuel price 
rises, will deal a blow to industry. 

In economic terms, Russia's 
bargaining position with Western 
co u nterparts is weak. 

The most difficult task for the 
world bank and IMF could be in 
balancing a need for harsh, even 
brutal economic reforms against a 
Amggr of political unrest that 
could ultimately endanger 
Europe. 

Meanwhile, Russia plans to 
lower taxes for investors pre- 
pared to help the country's sag- 
ging industrial sector. 

Industry Ministry Alexander 
Utkin fold & news conference his 
! ministry Jnd. worked. out. a.draft 
i tax 

; breaks, designed to help forefan 
: inv estor*. wflE-ig :to.lpat»<Money 
into specific projects approved by 
die ministry. 

But be gave no figures and did 
not say when the. changes would 
take effect. He said Mr. Yeltsin 
would sign the decree soon. - 

Russian industrial production 
is expected to slump by at least 15 
per cent this year. 


Consists of one bedroom, salon, dining room, bathroom, 
kitchen; ground floor, separate entrance with a garden 
and central healing. Location: Shmeisani 

Please call TeL 661658 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
FOR REGIONAL ORGANISATION 

— University degree graduate in business 
administration / economics 

— Age between 25-35 

— Previous experience in airlines is an asset 

— Dynamic, presentable and hard working 

— Fluent in English and Arabic 

— Qualified candidates, please send C.V. 
photo to P.O. Box: 930039 - Amman. 


DUTY FREE CAR 
FOR SALE 

Toyota Landcruiser Station Wagon 4WD, 
1988 model, equipped with radio/stereo and 
air-condition is available for sale by tender. 
Offers should be received by 1200 hours on 
06 May 1992. 

For more Information please call: 
Tel. 673246 



Noor AI Sharif 
in 

NAJl AL ALl 

(Arabic) 


Shows: 330. 630, 830, 10:30 


Diplomatic missions in Jordan 

We have for sale Japanese HITACHI television sets, 
stereos and video cameras at special prices, customs 
duty not paid. 

Offer is for three days only. 

HITACHI agents In Jordan: 

Saeed Khallouf and Sons Company 
Amman Basman Street, tel. 622287 
Jabal Hussein, Ramallah Centre . 
tel. 667872 


IMF presses 
for funding 
to help Russia 


| JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, 
which has the world's biggest 
Muslim population, will open its 
first Islamic bank on May 1. a 
move diplomats say is timed to 
coincide with parliamentary elec- 
tion campaigns. 

President Suharto is among the 
principal backers of Bank 
Muamalat Indonesia, which will 
follow Islamic law forbidding the 
taking of interest. Borrowers will 
instead be asked to provide a 
share of their profits to the bank. 

“Of course the bank must show 
a profit. Therefore the bank must 
evaluate borrowers very carefully 
before giving credit," Mam an 
Natapermadi, the bank's credit 
director, told reporters. 

The bank's stated aim is to 
increase the participation of Mus- 
lims, who form more than 90 per 
cent of Indonesia's 180 million 
people, in the country's booming 
economy. 

At present, the economy is 
dominated by the mainly Catho- 
lic, ethnic Chinese community, 
which makes np just three per 
cent of the population. 

“The bank will participate in 
raising the economic standard of 
the poorer people',” said Hasan 
Basri, chairman of the Council of 
Ulemas, Islam’s highest body in 
Indonesia. 

The bank would convey the 
government's concern over the 
widening gap between rich and 
poor, diplomats said. It would be 
an outlet for the growing resent- 
ment of indigenous Indonesians 
against the Chinese, they said. 

“These feelings will become 
more pronounced during the par- 
liamentary election campaign,” 
one diplomat said. 

The election is on June 9. The 
presidential election is due to be 
held in March, when President 
Suharto is widely expected to 
seek another term. 

Mr. Basri said the bank would 
open with capital of 100 billion 
rupialit^ $250 million) which 
wotild.eventuaIly be raised to 500 
bimbo rupiah ($1.25 billion). 

He said Mr. Suharto had sug- 
gested raising the capital by sell- 
ing shares in file bank to Indone- 
sians heading to Mecca for the 
Islamic jfflgrimage of Haj. 

Rachmat Saleh, president of 
the Bank’s board of commission- 
ers, said the bank hoped to open 
branches after two years. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Tuesday urged rich gov- 
ernments to give it the cash it 
urgently needs to bankroll the 
switch from communism io capi- 
talism in former Soviet republics. 

Russia and most of the other 
former Soviet republics were 
given the membership green light 
by the IMF Monday, setting the 
stage for a $24 billion aid package 
to help Moscow ease its painful 
transition from communism to 
capitalism. 

The IMF's policy-making In- 
terim Committee, according to a 
communique issued Tuesday, cal- 
led on countries that have yet to 
kick in their money under a two- 
year-old funding agreement to do 
so urgently. 

Mr. Camdessus has said that 
while the IMF has sufficient funds 
to carry on for the time being, 
including providing lending to its 
newest members, it could find 
itself strapped by the year's end, 
which could undermine its assist- 
ance programmes. 

“In the next six months we'll 
have major demands (for IMF 
loans) that must be met. If the 
quota increase does not occur... 
we’ll have a problem," he said. 

At the same time, he told a 
briefing for reporters that the 
IMF bad no intention of dictating 
economic terms to the Russian 
government without its approval. 

“It means that President Yelt- 
sin has perfectly understood what 
are the methods of the IMF. 


which are to never to dictate but 
to agree with a country on a 
programme which is basically the 
programme of that country,” Mr. 
Camdessus said. 

But that hides the tough nego- 
tiations that usually go on behind 
the scenes as the IMF tries to 
convince its member countries to 
take the painful economic medi- 
cine it prescribes. 

IMF members agreed to an S60 
billion increase in funding two 
years ago but the money has been 
tied up because ot the reluct- 
ance of the U.S. Congress to 
appropriate the S12 billion Amer- 
ican share. 

Lawmakers, caught up in a 
divisive presidential election 
year, have delayed the appropria- 
tion on the grounds that it smack- 
ed of foreign aid at a rime when 
the U.S. was looking for way's to 
cut back on domestic program- 
mes to trim its big deficit. 

The Bush administration, 
which has been pushing the' 
appropriation, recently switched 
tactics, tieing it to approval of an 
international rescue package for 
Russia. 

It hopes that sympathy for the 
fledgling democracy there will 
win votes in Congress for funding 
for the IMF. 

Some lawmakers though are 
concerned that Russia could turn 
out to be a economic black hole 
for the international community, 
draining funds and undermining 
global growth because of a reluct- 
ance to bite the reform bullet. 


Turkey offers $75m 
credit to Kyrgyzstan 


BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (R) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel agreed Tuesday to pro- 
vide the Muslim republic of Kyr- 
gyzstan with export credits worth 
$75 million. 

Turkish officials said Mr. De- 
mirel, visiting Kyrgyzstan on the 
second leg of a tour of six former 
Soviet republics, had offered the ' 
Eximbank credit to President 
Askar Akayev, along with soft' 
loans to fund sales of Turkish 
wheat and sugar. 

The aid for Kyrgyzstan fol- 
lowed the signing of credit deals 
worth at least $500 million with 
neighbouring Uzbekistan. 

Turkish officials earlier said 
Mr. Demirel was discussing the 
creation of a development bank 
to channel investment to the 
southern members of the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States he is . visiting. 

The proposed bank would be 
run from Ankara on the model of 
the Asian Development Bank, 


said a Turkish foreign ministry 
official. 

“The Soviet empire has col- 
lapsed, leaving the independent 
republics under the rubble." Mr. 
Demirel told reporters. **We are 
trying to create a new world for 
these people and we feel other 
counfries of the world should 
help them too.” . . 

Mr. Demirel already has a for- 
mal mandate from Uzbek Presi- 
dent Islam Karimov to discuss the 
establishment of a Central Asian 
and Caucasian development 
bank. 

He will be seeking similar man- 
dates in other capitals on his tour, 
which will also take him to 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan. Turk- 
menistan and Azerbaijan. 

The credit deal with Uzbekis- 
tan is the biggesiTurkey has so 
far struck in 'its efforts to help 
Muslim republics make the tran- 
sition to democracy and a free 
market economy. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Dm Dtheina 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon and dining 
(American system). Separate central heating. New excellent 
furniture. Newly built Suitable for diplomatic residence. 

For Information please call 829502 


Deluxe Furnished Semi-Villa 
For Rent 

Located in the best and most quiet area of Jabal Amman, 
directly behind the Guest Palace, near the Fifth Circle: consists 
of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, American style sitting room. 
3 verandas, spacious green garden, with garage, separate 
central heating, water and electricity and telephone. Furniture In 
excellent condition. 

Call tel.: 671529 


Wanted 

Sub-editors to work 
full-time. Applicants 
must be Jordanian na- 
tionals, university grad- 
uates, preferably in 

English or journalism. Proficiency in English is a 
must. No previous experience necessary. Applicants 
should write to the Editor, The Star, POB 9313, 
Amman, with all pertinent documents. 
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Biweekly economic newsletter 

This week's issue: 

l The economics of Democracy 
I Why is Canada interested in Jordan? 
I US banks are coming 
! End of the blockade? 

I Kuwait’s fiscal blues 
Published by Info-Media International 
For subscription information call 652380 
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Heavy fire racks Bosnian town 


BELGRADE (AP) — Heavy 
mortar fire rocked a strategic 
town in Bosnia-Hcrzegovina until 
dawn Wednesday in a new round 
of violence that threatens peace 
ef for ts by the United Nations and 
European Community (EC). 

Critics have called for sanctions 
against Serbia for its part in the 
escalating bloodshed, but there 
was little indication the 51-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe would 
take a united stand on expelling 
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia. 

Greece, a traditional Serbian 
ally, recognised the new, small 
Yugoslavia proclaimed by Serbia 
and Montenegro Monday. A 
senior official from Romania, 
which has helped keep landlock- 
ed Serbia supplied with oil, vi- 
sited Belgrade Tuesday. 

Russia al,so is thought unlikely 
to sanction- Serbia. 

EC efforts to bait the fighting 
were to resume in Lisbon, Por- 
tugal, with talks between leaders 
of Bosnia’s Slavic Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs. 

Even if they reach agreement 
on dividing Bosnia, however, 
each side would have to fight to 
carve ethnically pure enclaves 
from tiie state’s ethnic patch- 
work. 

The United Nations announced 
Tuesday it was cutting back on 
refugee workers in the Bosnian 
capital of Sarajevo and scrapping 
a planned logistics headquarters 
for peacekeepers in the northern 
Bosnian town of Banja Luka. 

Some 300 people have died and 
more than 2,000 bave been 
wounded in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
since violence erupted after Mus- 
. liras and Croats voted for inde- 
pendence on Feb. 29. The fight- 
ing intensified after the state won 
broad Internationa] recognition 
on April 7. 

The U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees said Tuesday some 

400,000 people have fled their 



homes in Bosnia, swelling the 
flood of more than 1 milli on 
fugitives in what was Yugoslavia. 

Serbs, who comprise a thud of 
Bosnia’s 4.4 millio n people, 
fiercely opposed independence. 
With backing from the Serb-led 
federal army and paramilitaries 
from Serbia, they have seized 
large chunks of territory in hopes 
of forming their own republic. 

The fighting threatens to 
undermine efforts by the United 
Nations to organise 14,000 
peacekeepers in neighbouring 
Croatia. 

Croatian Defence officials said 
four people were wounded in the 
Croatian town of Slavonski Brod 
Tuesday when Serbian forces 
pounded neighbouring Bosanslri 
Brod in northern Bosnia. 

The Belgrade daily Borba 
named eight of 12 Serbs it said 
were killed in the village of Novi 
Grad in northern Bosnia. Borba 
said some 4,000 Serbs in the 
village were encircled by Croat 


militia 

Sarajevo, headquarters for the 
peacekeepers, was shelled repe- 
atedly Tuesday night, with the 
Muslim-held radio and television 
b uilding hit 

The army commander for Bos- 
nia, Gen. Milutin Knkanjac, 
reiterated Wednesday that feder- 
al forces will defy an order from 
the Bosnian presidency to with- 
draw from the state. 

He claimed that 25,000 to 

30,000 members of the Croatian 
Armed Forces had invaded Bos- 
nia and were to Marne for much 
of recent dashes. 

Mbstar in sooth west Bosnia 
came under heavy mortar fire 
shortly before midnight Tuesday, 
Associated Press reporter Slobo- 
dan Lekic said from the city. 

Artillery rained down until 5 
a.m. (0300 GMT) on the historic 
Ottoman town — 40 per cent 
Muslim, 40 per cent Croat and 20 
per cent Serb — from federal 
army positions high above on 


Fortica HOI. 

Croat forces fired mortars at 
army and Serb positions, with the 
federal forces responding with 
even heavier fire. 

The town centre shook every 
few seconds with a fresh Mast 
eariy Wednesda y , Mr. Lekic said. 
Minarets of the city’s ancient 
mosque and church spires were 
safironetted blade against the 
orange flare of explosions. . 

Some 60 per cent of Mortar’s 

100,000 inhabitants have Bed the 
town. At least 18 have died and 
161 been wounded there since 
early April. 

Mortar is the rite of a key 
federal air force base and indus- 
try, and has served as headquar- 
ters for several thousand federal 
troops since the army attacked 
nearby Dubrovnik last fell. 

The fete of the 100,000 federal 
soldiers in Bosnia is crucial. 

The army contends that more 
than 80 per cent are local ethnic 
Serbs,. suggesting it may leave all 
its weapons to Bosnia’s Serbs if it 
withdraws from the newly recog- 
nised state. 

Meanwhile President Afija 
Izetbegovic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina flew out of the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic to attend 
peace talks in Lisbon Wednes- 
day, European Community offi- 
cials said. 

They said Mr. Izetbegovic, a 
Muslim, left the capital Sarajevo 
on a plane provided by the EC 
and would meet leaders of the 
Croat and Serb communities in 
Lisbon to discuss the fi ghting in 
Bosnia. 

The EC officials said his depar- 
ture was held up Tuesday because 
the plane had not been given 
landing permission at Sarajevo 
Airport, winch is guarded by the 
Serb-dominated Yugoslav army. 

Mr. Izetbegovic had been ex- 
pected for the EC-sponsored 
talks Monday and then Tuesday 
night. 


S. African forum calls for all-race parliament 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Negotiators mapping South Afri- 
ca’s transition from white rule to 
democracy bave called for an 
all-race interim parliament to 
govern the country and draw up a 
new constitution. 


The proposal by a committee 
including the main parties at the 
talks, **>lfd the Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa 
(CODESA), could bridge differ- 
ences over the form of the 
constitution-making body. 

But officials said in a statement 
Tuesday evening said the bluep- 
rint was a working document 
drawn up by members of a tech- 


nical group and had not yet been 
submitted to the 19 parties in 
CODESA. "There is no question 
of agreement on the proposal at 
this stage,” die statement said. 

The draft was the second in- 
dication tins week that the five- 
month-old talks could advance 
after weeks of apparent Hnpa«e 
bn the issues of interim govern- 
ment and a new constitution. 

A separate CODESA working 
group submitted proposals bo 
another committee Tuesday for 
an all-race interim executive 
councQ that could supervise Pres- 
ident F.W. • De Klerk’s white 
cabinet during a first phase of 


transition to democracy. 

Delegates said the plan was a 
significant move towards a com- 
promise on power sharing during 
the initial phase of interim gov- 
ernment. 

Hie latest proposal for an 
elected interim parliament to im- 
plement a transitional constitu- 
tion would, if accepted, lay the 
foundations for a second phase of 
interim government. 

The committee proposed a 
single-chamber parliament 
elected by proportional repre- 
sentation with half the seats allo- 
cated in a national poll and half 
divided according to regional vot- 
ing. 


The H mmiWM said decisions 
affecting the constitution should 
be ratified by a majority of about 
two thirds of the interim parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. De Klerk has proposed a 
two-chamber interim parliament 
with the upper bouse offering 
special protection for minorities. 
He has also offered to share Ms 
executive powers with an elected 
council representing three to five 
of the biggest parties. 


Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress has insisted 
the constitution be drawn up by a 
special assembly elected by a 
•simple national poll of all adults. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


At least 74 killed in Sri Lankan violence 


COLOMBO (R) — At least 74 Sri Lankans, many of them 
children, were trilled in a massacre of Muslim villages by Tamil 
rebels and in reprisal attacks carried out by the survivors, an army 
officer said Wednesday. Tamil rebels attacked the eastern village 
of Alichipathana Tuesday night killing 54 Muslims, including 31 
children. In revenge, Muslims from the same village raided two 
adjoining Tamil villages, killing 20 people and wounding 20. 


Man shot dead as Irish talks begin 


BELFAST (R) — A man was shot dead in Belfast Wednesday 
just minutes after Protestant and Roman Catholic politicians 
started talks to try to negotiate a path to peace. The man, 
believed to be a Catholic,, was gunned down at a North Belfast 
community advice centre, police said. It was the second shooting 
in 24 hours in Belfast. On the eve of the peace talks, a woman was 
shot dead in a chemist shop by Protestant extremists, heightening 
fears Northern Ireland could be hit by another bloody sectarian 
“tit-for-tat” shooting war. Opening the talks, Britain’s new 
Northern Ireland Secretary (Minister) Sir Patrick Mayhew said: 
“May we be equal to the hour.” Northern Ireland's four main 
constitutional parties are bidding to end 18 years of direct rule 
from London and return the province to some form of power- 
sharing self-government. Almost 3,000 people have died and 
30,000 people have been maimed since 1969 and the war-weary 
people of Northern Ireland hope the talks can bring the political 
stability needed to marginalise extremists on both sides of the 
sectarian divide. 


78 more held in U.S. abortion protests 

BUFFALO, New York (R) — Police arrested 78 more people 
Tuesday as anti-abortion demonstrators mounted protests here 
for a ninth day, a police spokesman said. More than 300 
anti -abortionists were already being held after refusing to post 
bail. One protester was tossed to the ground and kicked by 
opponents as the Operation Rescue anti-abortion group pro- 
tested outside abortion clinics in this city. Those detained 
included five supporters of abortion rights, including two 'involved 
in the scuffle outside a clinic, the spokesman said. The rest were 
anti-abortionists. 


Support for Japanese cabinet rises 

TOKYO (R) — Public support for Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa’s cabinet has risen for the first time in months, 
according to a poll by the Asahi Shim bun newspaper published 
Wednesday. The survey of 2,312 voters nationwide showed 
support climbed to 33 per cent from 27 per cent a month ago. 
While 47 per cent said they strongly opposed Mr, Miyazawa 
himself, this was down from 56 per cent last month. Mr. 
Miyazawa commanded 54 per cent support at the start of his 
administration in early November. 


Peking: Mongolia belongs to China 

ULAN BATOR (R) — China has said in a secret circular that the 
independent country of Mongolia and a Mongof-inhabited part of 
Russia should be considered Chinese territory. The circular, 
obtained by Reuters, orders a campaign against those it alleges 
are working for the secession of Chinese-controlled Inner 
Mongolia. It targets the United States, some Japanese academics, 
unspecified Western countries and Tibet’s spiritual leader, the 
Dalai Lama. There was no immediate comment from Pelting. 
Issued by the Inner Mongolian branch of China's secret police — 
the State Security Bureau — and dated March 24, the circular 
argues that the concept of Mongol nationalism is flawed because 
Mongol territories are in fact Chinese. 


U.S. Air Force says 
new fighter crashed 


EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, California (AP) — The 
only flyable prototype of a next 
generation fighter plane, on 
which the air force wants to spend 
more than $95 billion, has 
crashed and burned, the air force 
said. 

The YF-22 advanced tactical 
fighter slammed onto the base's 
main runway Saturday with its 
wheels retracted during a practice 
approach, after the plane under- 
went “severe pitch oscillations,” 
or up-and-down vibration, the air 
force said in a statement. 

The Lockheed Corp. plane was 
being tested for stress and vibra- 
tion, said Lockheed spokesman 
Jeff Rhodes. 


jor technical problems with the 
F-22 had been made public be- 
fore the crash. 

Engines had been' removed 
from the only other prototype so 
it could be used as an engineering 
model. 


The radar-eluding plane, de- 
signed to be the hottest dogfigh- 
ter going into the 21st century, 
slid several thousand feet and 
burned for 90 minutes. 

A Lockheed company pilot 
escaped with only minor injuries. 

The exact cause of the crash 
was under investigation. No ma- 


Testing was 90 per cent com- 
plete at the time of the crash and 
was to have been completed next 
month. There will be no addition- 
al flight testing of the F-22 until 
1995, the air force said. Hie 
planes were scheduled to become 
operational in 2002. 

The air force wants to buy 648 
F-22s at a cost of $147 million 
each, or a total of $95 billion, to 
replace the F-15 Eagle. Senate 
Appropriations Committee mem- 
bers have voiced concern over the 
price and the aircraft's weight. 


Transport plane crashes 

Meanwhile, a Military trans- 
port plane on a training mission 
crashed into a lake Tuesday 
night, killing all nine people 
aboard, the air force said. 



Joan Ponce Enrfle 


Enrile 
bows 
out of 
presidential 


race 


APARRI, Philippines (AP) — 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, who 
helped make Corazoa Aquino 
president and then tried to oust 
ber, has shunned presidential 
ambitions and is running for the 
legislature from a poor rural dis- 
trict. 

“I am not interested in a 
national position any more,” Mr. 
Enrile said in a recent interview 
in' this town of 50,000 people, 
about $590 kilometres north of 
Manila. “As far as I am con- 
cerned, I am op my way out of 
politics.” 

Few Filipinos have played as 
influential or controversial a role 
in recent history as Mr. Enrile. 
As defence minister under Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos, be admi- 
nistered martial law from 1972 
until 1981. Mr. Marcos consi- 
dered Mr. Enrfle a possible suc- 
cessor. 

But Mr. Enrfle turned against 
Mr. Marcos and led a military 
mutiny which triggered the 
February 1986 uprising leading to 
Mrs. Aquino’s installation as 
president. 

His strident criticism of her in 
the turbulent, early days of her 
administration nearly brought 
Mrs. Aquino down. Mr. Enrfle 
was fired as defence chief in 
November 1986 after a faded 
coup by his followers. 

Six months later, Mr. Enrile 
was elected to die Senate, where 
be remained one of Mrs. 
Aquino’s chief critics. He faces 
rebellion charges in a December 
1989 coup attempt. 

Meanwhile, a survey released 
Wednesday showed that a dose 
ally of the late Presdent Marcos 
is gaining among Manila voters in 
next month's contest to succeed 
President Aquino. 

Mrs. Aquino has d aimed that a 
victory by businessman Eduardo 
“Dan ding” Cojuax.^ in the 
May 11 election woulo ureaten 
democracy that was restored in 
the 1986 uprising agaisnt Mr. 
Marcos. 

Mr. Cojuangco, Mis. Aquino’s 
first cousin, was one of Mr. Mar- 
cos’ chief lieutenants during his 
20 years in office. On Wednes- 
day, Mr. Enrfle said Mr. Co- 
juangco played a leading role in 
Mr. Marcos’ 1972 declaration of 
mar tial law. 

A house-to-house survey of 300 
registered voters in the Metropo- 
litan Manila area by AJBS-CBN 
Broadcasting showed Miriam De- 
fensor Santiago leading in the 
seven-member race with 33 per 
cent. 

Mr. Cojuangco followed in 
second place with 22.7 per cent, a 
gain of nearly 15 percentage 
points from the previous month, 
ABS-CBN said. 

Mrs. Aquino’s personal choice, 
formed Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos, was third with 203 per 
cent, nearly a 5-point increase, 
followed by Mrs. Marcos with 63 
per cent, a gain of 1.7 percentage 
points. 


BERLIN (AP) — Bflkd as the 
next big power in the world are- 
| L na, Germany cant even choose 
its chief diplomat without an 
embarrassing political fiasco. 

Construction Minster frmgard 
Scfawaetzer, tapped Monday to 
become the country’s first female 
foreign minister, was uncere- 
moniously dumped after sun- 
down Tuesday. 

Instead, Justice Minister Klaus 
Kinkel was chosen to replace 
Hans-Dietrich Genscber, who 
was widely credited with helping 
bringing about the end of cold 
war but increasingly accused of 

fa l tfffring itg af te rm a th 

The debacle over how to fill 
one of the world’s truly powerful 


Germany struggles 
to pick a diplomat 


Tuesday’s decision was seen as 
more of a vote for the popular 
KmkpJ than as a vote against Ms. 
Sdnraetzer. 

Mr. Km kd ha s pushed for the 
return of former east German 
leader Erich Honecker from 
Moscow to face manslaughter 
charges for the deaths of those 
who had tried to flee west 

He has abo sought conoliatory 
moves toward the Red Army 
Faction terrorist group, which re- 
cently announced it was ending 
its tenor campaign. 

After the storm over the Fore- 
ign Ministry post, another 
woman, Free Democrat Sabine 
Leutheusser-Scharrenbeiger, was 
nominated by the Free Demo- 


posts came against the backdrop ends to replace Mr. Kinkel as 
Spikes by^Sopul^woS justice minister. 


era demanding higher wages to 
cope with an economy weakened 
by the costs of German unifica- 
tion. 

The choice of Mr. Kinkel to 
become the nation’s emissary to 
the rest of the world came after a 

series of meetings involving the 


Mr. K inkel, 55, is a farmer 
head of Germany’s intelligence 
service. The full coalition must 
approve fus m wi l 

Asked if she was angry about 
her near miss with the Foreign 
Ministry, a good-natured Ms. 
Scfawaetzer told reporters: 


big players in Mr. Kohl’s frac- -Democracy jg never infuriat- 

bous three-party governing ooali- ^ 


bon. 

The Free Democratic Party, 
which holds the Foreign Ministry 
by kmgrrtandmg coalition agree- 
ment, chose Mr. K&nfasl over Ms. 
Scfawaetzer by a 63-25 vote late 
Tuesday. 

Ms. Sdnraetzer appeared to 
have tears in her eyes upon hear- 


Ms. Scfawaet z er may have been 
a casualty of power plays as mem- 
bers of Mr. Kohl’s rambunc ti ous 
coalition jockey for position be- 
hind their weakened chancellor. 

Sources said some of the in- 
fighting was over who would get 
Mr. Genscher's other role, the 


- coveted position of deputy chan- 

mg of the deoaou and wiped her ceUor K 

eyes with a finger. 


Her nomination had been 
announced the p revious day by 
party bead Otto Lambsdorff just 
horns after Mr. Genscber abrupt- 
ly said he would end Ms 18-year 
run. She would have been Ger- 
many’s first senior woman 
cabinet minister. 

Many of those against Ms. 
Scfawaetzer’s n omin ation blamed 
the way it was bandied, blasting 
Mr. Lambsdorff for not putting it 
before the flail party leadership. 


Finance Minister Theo WaigeL 
who emerged as a candidate for 
deputy chancellor, publicly slam- 
med Mr. Kohl and Mr. Genscber 
ami said there was a need to 
redefine German foreign policy. 

Mr. Kohl’s Christian Demo- 
crats fall ideologically between 
the centrist Free Democrats and 
the arch-conservative Christian 
Social Union, the three parties 
which comprise the go ve rn i ng 
coalition. 


Malaysia welcomes regional 
U.S. military presence 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia gave sup por t Wednes- 
day to a continuing U.S. military 
presence la tire Asia-Pacific, in 
what defence analysts said was a 
significant declaration. 

'The U.S. must remain com- 
mitted to the region,” Defence 
Minister Najib Razak told a re- 
gional defence conference. “As 
such we welcome flic U.S. pre- 
sence.” 

Predominantly Muslim 
Malaysia has in the past adopted 
a cautious stance in its military 
ties with Washington. It has ac- 
cused the United States of trying 
to be the world’s sole policeman 
after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

“It is a significant statement,” 
said a defence analyst who de- 
clined to be named. “There has 
been a reassessment.” 

Mr. Najib's statement was 
issued while U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney was on a 


visit to the region, analysts said. 

Mr. Cheney was in Indonesia 
after a one-day writ to Singapore. 

“The statement is very w dr 
come,” said U3. Ambassador to 
Malaysia Paul Cleveland. “We 
appreciate it.” 

Mr. Najib warned of die dan- 
ger of a military vacuum emerg- 
ing in die region with die closure 
of U.S. militazy bases in the 
Philippines and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. The conference 
was attended by diplomats, 
senior mifitaiy officers and for- 
mer Japanese Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone. 

“There is fear that as a result of 
the disengagement of these two 
superpower from, the region, 
other ambitious powers may fill 
the vacuum,” Mr. Najib said. 

“It is in our in t e rests to see that 
there will not be a vacuum in die 
region, as it may result in new 
areas of conflict with anew power 
configuration emerging.” 


Burma army pounds Karen 
bases after truce pledge 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma’s 
army fired mortar barrages at 
Karen gufcrrilla bases on the Thai 
frontier after Rangoon 
announced it was suspending its 
offensive, a Karen spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

About 20 mortar bombs were 
fired at the base of Kaw Moo Ra 
overnight and 40 to 50 were 
aimed at defence lines round the 
Karen- headquarters of Maner- 
plaw, said Em Marta, spokesman 
for the guerrillas in Bangkok. 


unity and goodwill.” 

Mr. Marta commented: “I 
don’t think they are very sincere 
in announcing the cessation of the 
offensive, but at the same time to 
be fair to them the orders may 
not have reached everybody yet” 
He said the attacks had caused 
no casualties and had not been 
resumed Wednesday morning. 
Independent confirmation of the 
attacks was not immediately 
available. 

Since January, die army has 


On Tuesday evening, official thrown more than 10,000 men 
Rangoon Radio said: “The Karen into the battle at Manerplaw and 
state offensive has -been sus- thousands more into tbe fight for 
pended for the sake of national Kaw Moo Ra. 


Bush, Clinton score decisive victories in Pennsylvania 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Demo- 
cratic front-runner Bill Clinton 
scored a decisive win in Pennsyl- 
vania Tuesday and appeared 
assured of winning his party’s 
presidential nomination. 

But former California governor 
Jerry Brown vowed to fight on 
until the July convention to 
choose the party’s candidate for 
the November election. 

On the Republican side, Penn- 
sylvania's primary meant that 
President George Bush sewed up 
his party's nomination. He said 
be was eager to “get the gloves 
off’ and begin the autumn gener- 
al election campaign. 

Mr. Clinton told supporters at 
a rally in Boston late Tuesday: “I 
expect to have to go all tbe way to 
the end, on June 2, before we can 
cross the threshold there for the 
nonfination. But I believe we will 

The last Democratic primary 
will take place on June 2 in 
California, where Mr. Brown is 
now favoured to win. 

“We’re going to keep fight- 
ing,” Mr. Brown said in Indiana- 
polis. “You never know what’s 
going to happen.” 


Mr. Bush, addressing a Repub- 
lican fundraising dinner, said af- 
ter learning he had clinched the 
nomination: “It is wonderful to 
be officially over the top.” 

The president rolled over right- 
wing challenger Pat Buchanan by 
a 3-1 vote in Pennsylvania, 
according to network projections, 
giving him 1,129 delegates to this 
August’s Republican national 
convention. 

That is well over the 1,105 bare 
majority the president needed to 
assure his renomination at the 
Houston convention. 

But the big suiprise of the 
evening was a victory by political 
novice Lynn Yeakel in Pennsyl- 
vania’s Democratic Senate 


Wednesday to meet Democratic 
members of Congress and make a 
pitch for support and party unity. 
The Democratic national conven- 
tion is set for mid-July in New 
York. 

Mr. Clinton has been dogged 
by questions about his character 
following allegations' and ques- 
tions raised along the campaign 
trail about his marriage, Ins milit- 
ary service record during the 
Vietnam War and his me of 
marijuana while a student. 


five to the question while 46 per 
cent responded in the negative. 

But there were persistent signs 
in Pennsylvania that voters of 
both parties remained unhappy 
with their choice of presidential 
candidates. 


primary. 

Mr. Yeakel rode a wave of 
anger at women's exclusion from 
political power to a stunning win 
and will face incumbent Republi- 
can Arlen Specter in what is 
expected to be a bruising autumn 
campaign. 

Mr. Clinton, seeking to take 
advantage of the momentum 
from his Pennsylvania victory, 
was headed for Washington 


But surveys of Pennsylvania 
voters as they left the polls on 
Tuesday had some encouraging 
news for Mr. Clinton. ABC News 
said surveys showed he was en- 
joying some success in overcom- 
ing voter doubts about his char- 
acter. 


About half the Democrats sur- 
veyed said they wished someone 
other than Mr. Clinton was run- 
ning. More than four in 10 Re-' 
publicans wished someone other 
than Mr. Bush was at tbe top of 
their party’s ticket. 

New polls showed both Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Bush hounded 
by Texas billionaire Ross Perot, 
who has been gaining on both 
candidates in the public's eye 

though he has rot yet declared his 

candidacy. 


off.” . . 

His feisty pep talk came as 
Pennsylvania voters cast their 
ballots in a presidential primary 
election in which he is expected 
to dutch the Republican nomina- 
tion to run for a second four-year 
term in the White House. 


Mr. Bush, whose voice nearly- 
broke as he thanke d his volun- 
teers for their efforts, said his 
“game plan” required him to stay 
above the battle for now, but that 
he was eager plunge into bard- 
knuckled politics. 


When asked ifMr. Clinton had 
the honesty and integrity to serve 
effectively as president, 64 per 
cent of Democrats saidjes and 31 
per cent said. no. 

That was a major improvement 
over New York’s April 7 primary, 
when only half of the Democratic 
voters responded in the affijrma- 


“I agree with a lot of what he 
says,” Mr. Clinton said of Mr. 
Perot on -Tuesday night. “So I'm 
just going to let him have his day 
and have his say and well see 
what happens.” - 
Mr. Bosh predicted Tuesday 
that he would “win big” in the 
November election and said he 
itching to “get the gloves 


“I believe that when the cam- 
paign rolls around and we get the 
gloves off and we can get into the 
arena with these people, we can 
conduct ourselves with a certain 
sense of honour, a certain sense' 
of dignity, a certain compassion 
and a certain caring,” he said. 

^Bht m be damned if Fm 
going to roll -over these out- 
rageous charges that are 
out of the opposition, day in and 
day out. We don’t have to fake 
that. 


was 


„ “I thmk we’re going to win big 
m November.” 



Daughter says 
Nancy Reagan beat 
her, popped pills _ 


NEW YORK (AP) . — : Nancy 
Reagan was a tranquilizer-pop- 
ping child. beater during Ronald 
Reagan's years as governor of 
California, says their estranged 
daughter. Patti Davis said she 
received daily beatings as she got 
older, and when she tried to tell 
her father, he wouldn’t believe 
her. “He said I was lying aid be 
said I was crazy and he, I remem- 
ber feeling like there were uriles- 
be tween us.” the 39-year-old 
Davis said in an interview to be 
broadcast Thursday night on 
ABCs “Primetime Live.” *T 
think it was the first time 1 really 
realised I was never going to 
know what it would- fed like to 
have a father. Ms. Davis said her 
mother existed in a tranquilizer 
fog and took up to five or six a 
day. “Yes, there was abuse in this 
family,” she said. “There was 
emotional abuse. There was sub- 
stance abuse. That’s what. went 
down.” In a statement, the cou- 
ple told the New York Daily 
News: “We bave always loved all 
of our children, inchixfiog our 
daughter, Patti. We hope the day 
will come when she rejoins our 
family.” Ms. Davis, who has not 
spoken with ber parents in sever- 
al years, said the beatings began 
when she was a little girl and 
continued through college. 
“There was fatting,” she said. 
There was emotional tyranny in a 
way. I think the most prominent 
memory l have of my childhood is 
that I didn't measure up. I could 
never get it right.” Ms. Davis 
appeared on the ABC program- 
me to talk about ber autobiogra- 
phy, The Way I See It, scheduled 
for release Thursday. It is her 
fourth book. Last year she pub- 
lished a novel featuring a 
domineering mother and a de- 
tached father. 
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Polish composer 
wins $150,000 
award for symphony 
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LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (R) — 

Polish composer Krzysztof Pen- 
derecki, known for tberolitical 
and moral messages in his musk, 

Tuesday was named winner of the i-rzL*- .- 
annual $150,000 GTawemeyer izrr 
Award for Music Composition. :rr- .... 
The University of Louisville, v: 

which administers the award 
named for retired Kentucky in- :=r-. in- 
dustrialist GhaiiesrGrawemryer, • 
said Penderecki was being hon- 
oured for the 33-minute Adagio ^r lCr 
For Large Orchestra m hte fourth sinBosfiia 
symphony commissioned by 
Radio France and the French - 2 ? _ •. 
seoetary of state. The work com- 
missioned for the 200th 
anniveraary of the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man drafted during 
the French Revolution was first 
performed in Paris in 1989 by the 
Orchestra National De France. 

Penderecki, a musk professor 
from 1973-78 at Yale University, 
has long been known for fas 
interest in soda! and political 
themes in music through such 
works as fas Cantata “cosmo- 
gony,” composed for the 25th 
anniversary of the United Na- 
tions. 
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Company to offer 
portable phone 
numbers 




.^killed 
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NEW YORK (R) -^Americans jJJia 

will be able Co get personal tele- ' 

phone numbers allowing callers ■- ; - 

to reach them anywhere in the ^ " 

United States under a new ser-z^if.,..^ - - 
vice. The number “never changes ' v_ 
no matter how far or how often' 
you move in the mainland United 
States,” said Merrill Tutton, an, 
official of American Telephone 
Telegraph Co. That number “is ? 

nationwide portable l<mg-dis-> 

tance telephone number that a 
yours for life,” said Mr. Tutton.. '** 

Numbers will be available for a '^■V.zri ' 
fee from June 15. Using any 

telephone m the mainland United 






states.tfa; subscriber dials a three-. _ 

ficatibn code and the number of ^ 


rtams,umsuDScnDeraunsauirct>. ^ 
digrt prefix plus a personal klenti- “l|| 


KS 


ocauon cooe ana tne nunnrer w qru. • c 
the telephone being used to get v ” Poff j 


calls forwarded, whether in a. 


hotel, car telephone or holiday 
house. Customers win be able to ^ 




programme the system so that. > 


hV 


calls arc forwarded from certain 
people but not from others. 

Argentine stamp 
to commemorate:. 
Falkland* War . •, 


. 

; 








BUENOS AIRES <R) — Argcn- 
tina wfll issue a postage stamp. 
this weekend to commemorate ? _j/ 
the 10th anniversary of the 15*2- 
FaDdands War -with Britain- A- i" 


spokesman for the national post; b : < -~ 
EnooteJ said tbe stamp, ' 


value of 38 centavos 


($038), woaH bear a photograph 

of the Argentine airiser. General! V;'-. " 
Belgraao, which was torpedoed “ r ' r 
and sunk by a British submarine g 
with the foes of 323 lives. 
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